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1. Overall Description:

TSG SA has reviewed the Work item from TSG RAN on “Vocoder rate adaptation for LTE” approved at RAN #44. 

TSG SA has discussed this Work Item and its implications for the SA groups, and it believes the following additional points could be useful to the Work Item review in SA WG2 and SA WG4:

· It was understood that this Work Item intends to mimic in EUTRAN the behaviour already present in the UTRAN CS domain since Release-99, whereby the RNC can instruct the UE to select a different codec rate 

· It was understood that the goal of the Work Item is to create a mechanism allowing the operator to trade off voice quality and network capacity

· In order to meet the expected timeframe, TSG SA recommends to limit, in Release 9, the scope of the Work Item to codec rate selection and codec selection at call setup 
TSG SA notes that this work may have end-to-end impacts at the bearer level and IMS level. TSG SA requests that SA WG2 and CT WG1 investigate these aspects and propose updates to the WID if necessary.

TSG SA notes that this work may result in a corresponding mechanism on the UE side. TSG SA requests that SA WG4 investigates these aspects and propose updates to the WID if necessary.

2. Actions:

To SA2, SA4, CT1 groups:

ACTION: 
TSG SA kindly asks SA WG2, SA WG4, and CT WG1 to take the above information into account when reviewing the referenced Work Item

To RAN2, RAN3:

ACTION: 
TSG SA kindly suggests to RAN WG2 and RAN WG3 to initially focus the work on aspects related to codec rate selection and codec selection at call setup 

To TSG RAN:

ACTION: 
TSG SA kindly suggests to TSG RAN to consider an eventual revision of the Work Item scope in order to meet the Release 9 timeframe
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