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5.1.1
Random Access Procedure initialization

The Random Access procedure described in this subclause is initiated by a PDCCH order or by the MAC sublayer itself. If a UE receives a PDCCH transmission consistent with a PDCCH order [5] masked with its C-RNTI, it shall initiate a Random Access procedure. The PDCCH order or RRC optionally indicate ra-PreambleIndex and ra-PRACH-MaskIndex.
Before the procedure can be initiated, the following information is assumed to be available [8]:

-
the available set of PRACH resources for the transmission of the Random Access Preamble, prach-ConfigurationIndex.

-
the groups of Random Access Preambles and the set of available Random Access Preambles in each group:


The preambles that are contained in Random Access Preambles group A and Random Access Preambles group B are calculated from the parameters numberOfRA-Preambles and sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA:


If sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA is equal to numberOfRA-Preambles then there is no Random Access Preambles group B. The preambles in Random Access Preamble group A are the preambles 0 to sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA – 1 and, if it exists, the preambles in Random Access Preamble group B are the preambles sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA to numberOfRA-Preambles – 1 from the set of 64 preambles as defined in [7].

-
if Random Access Preambles group B exists, the thresholds, messagePowerOffsetGroupB and messageSizeGroupA, the configured UE transmitted power, PCMAX [10], and the offset between the preamble and Msg3, deltaPreambleMsg3, that are required for selecting one of the two groups of Random Access Preambles.

-
the RA response window size ra-ResponseWindowSize.
-
the power-ramping factor powerRampingStep.

-
the maximum number of preamble transmission preambleTransMax.

-
the initial preamble power preambleInitialReceivedTargetPower.
-
the preamble format based offset DELTA_PREAMBLE (see subclause 7.6).

-
the maximum number of Msg3 HARQ transmissions maxHARQ-Msg3Tx.
-
the Contention Resolution Timer mac-ContentionResolutionTimer.
NOTE:
The above parameters may be updated from upper layers before each Random Access procedure is initiated.

The Random Access procedure shall be performed as follows:

-
Flush the Msg3 buffer;

-
initialize the PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER to 1;

-
set the backoff parameter value in the UE to 0 ms;

-
proceed to the selection of the Random Access Resource (see subclause 5.1.2).

NOTE:
There is only one Random Access procedure ongoing at any point in time. If the UE receives a request for a new Random Access procedure while another is already ongoing, it is up to UE implementation whether to continue with the ongoing procedure or start with the new procedure. 

5.4.2.2
HARQ process

Each HARQ process is associated with a HARQ buffer.

Each HARQ process shall maintain a state variable CURRENT_TX_NB, which indicates the number of transmissions that have taken place for the MAC PDU currently in the buffer, and a state variable HARQ_FEEDBACK, which indicates the HARQ feedback for the MAC PDU currently in the buffer. When the HARQ process is established, CURRENT_TX_NB shall be initialized to 0.

The sequence of redundancy versions is 0, 2, 3, 1. The variable CURRENT_IRV is an index into the sequence of redundancy versions. This variable is up-dated modulo 4.

New transmissions and adaptive retransmissions are performed on the resource and with the MCS indicated on PDCCH, except for new transmissions of Msg3 which are performed according to UL grant in Random Access Response. Non-adaptive retransmission is performed on the same resource and with the same MCS as was used for the last made transmission attempt,

The UE is configured with a Maximum number of HARQ transmissions and a Maximum number of Msg3 HARQ transmissions by RRC: maxHARQ-Tx and maxHARQ-Msg3Tx respectively. For transmissions on all HARQ processes and all logical channels except for transmission of a MAC PDU stored in the Msg3 buffer, the maximum number of transmissions shall be set to maxHARQ-Tx. For transmission of a MAC PDU stored in the Msg3 buffer, the maximum number of transmissions shall be set to maxHARQ-Msg3Tx.

When the HARQ feedback is received for this TB, the HARQ process shall:

-
set HARQ_FEEDBACK to the received value.
If the HARQ entity requests a new transmission, the HARQ process shall:

-
initialize CURRENT_TX_NB to 0; 

-
set CURRENT_IRV to 0;

-
store the MAC PDU in the associated HARQ buffer;

-
store the uplink grant received from the HARQ entity;
-
set HARQ_FEEDBACK to NACK;
-
generate a transmission as described below.

If the HARQ entity requests a retransmission, the HARQ process shall:

-
increment CURRENT_TX_NB by 1;

-
if the HARQ entity requests an adaptive retransmission:

-
store the uplink grant received from the HARQ entity;

-
set CURRENT_IRV to the index corresponding to the redundancy version value provided in the HARQ information;
-
set HARQ_FEEDBACK to NACK;
-
generate a transmission as described below.

-
else if the HARQ entity requests a non-adaptive retransmission:

-
if HARQ_FEEDBACK = NACK:
-
generate a transmission as described below.

NOTE:
When receiving a HARQ ACK alone, the UE keeps the data in the HARQ buffer.

NOTE:
When no UL-SCH transmission can be made due to the occurrence of a measurement gap, no HARQ feedback can be received and a non-adaptive retransmission follows.
To generate a transmission, the HARQ process shall:
-
if the MAC PDU was obtained from the Msg3 buffer or
-
if there is no measurement gap at the time of the transmission and, in case of retransmission, the retransmission does not collide with a transmission for a MAC PDU obtained from the Msg3 buffer in this TTI:

-
instruct the physical layer to generate a transmission according to the stored uplink grant with the redundancy version corresponding to the CURRENT_IRV value;

-
increment CURRENT_IRV by 1;

-
if there is a measurement gap at the time of the HARQ feedback reception for this transmission and if the MAC PDU was not obtained from the Msg3 buffer:
-
set HARQ_FEEDBACK to ACK at the time of the HARQ feedback reception for this transmission.
After performing above actions, the HARQ process then shall:
-
if CURRENT_TX_NB = maximum number of transmissions – 1:

-
flush the HARQ buffer;

5.4.4
Scheduling Request 

The Scheduling Request (SR) is used for requesting UL-SCH resources for new transmission.

When an SR is triggered, it shall be considered as pending until it is cancelled.

If an SR is triggered and there is no other SR pending, the UE shall initialize the SR_COUNTER to 0.

As long as one SR is pending, the UE shall for each TTI:

-
if no UL-SCH resources are available for a transmission in this TTI:

-
if the UE has no valid PUCCH resource for SR configured in any TTI: initiate a Random Access procedure (see subclause 5.1) and cancel all pending SRs;

-
else if the UE has a valid PUCCH resource for SR configured for this TTI and if this TTI is not part of a  measurement gap:

-
if SR_COUNTER < dsr-TransMax:

-
increment SR_COUNTER by 1;

-
instruct the physical layer to signal the SR on PUCCH;

-
else:

-
notify RRC to release PUCCH/SRS;

-
clear any configured downlink assignments and uplink grants;
-
initiate a Random Access procedure (see subclause 5.1) and cancel all pending SRs.

-
else if UL-SCH resources for new transmission are granted in this TTI, cancel all pending SR(s).

5.8
MAC reconfiguration

Editor’s note:
This subclause describes the procedure for handling reconfiguration of MAC parameters during normal operation.
When a reconfiguration of the MAC entity is requested by upper layers, the UE shall: 
-
for timers apply the new value when the timer is (re)started;
-
when counters are initialized apply the new maximum parameter value;
-
for other parameters, apply immediately the configurations received from upper layers.
7.X
Configurable Counters

a) PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER
This counter is used to count the number of preamble transmission.
b) CURRENT_TX_NB
This counter is used to count the number of transmissions that have taken place for a MAC PDU.
c) Bj
This counter is used for logical channel prioritization.
d) SR_COUNTER

This counter is used to count the number of transmission of SR on PUCCH.
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