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1. Overall Description:

CT4 would like to thank RAN2 for its LS in R2-082894 on reservation of an MME code, where the use of a special MME code is proposed in order to save one bit in the RRC Connection Request message. 

CT4 would like to point out that the case of access change from GERAN/UTRAN to EUTRAN is problematic with this approach. SA2 has agreed on a mapping of GERAN/UTRAN parameters to EUTRAN parameters in Annex H of 23.401, where the NRI in GERAN/UTRAN is mapped to the MME code in EUTRAN. There is a risk that NRI may map to the special MME code, and it appears difficult to exclude this possibility in all potential deployment scenarios. Having the NRI map to the special MME code would lead to incorrect behaviour, since the eNodeB would select a new MME, whereas the intended behaviour may be to use a specific MME (e.g., the MME part of a combined MME-SGSN node). 

Therefore CT4 would like to ask RAN2 to use other solutions to distinguish whether the S-TMSI or a random value is sent in the RRC Connection Request message. 

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks RAN2 to not limit the MME Code value space and use alternative means to distinguish whether the S-TMSI or a random value is sent in the RRC Connection Request message.
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