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5.1.4
Random Access Response reception

Once the Random Access Preamble is transmitted, the UE shall monitor the PDCCH associated with the RA-RNTI defined below in the TTI window [RA_WINDOW_BEGIN—RA_WINDOW_END] for Random Access Response(s) identified by the RA-RNTI. The RA-RNTI associated with the PRACH resource in which the Random Access Preamble is transmitted, is computed as:

RA-RNTI= t_id+10*f_id

Where t_id is the index of the first subframe of the specified PRACH resource (0≤ t_id <10), and f_id is the index of the specified PRACH resource within that subframe, in ascending order of frequency domain (0≤ f_id< 6). The UE may stop monitoring for Random Access Response(s) after successful reception of a Random Access Response corresponding to the Random Access Preamble transmission.

-
If notification of a reception of the Random Access Response is received from lower layers, the UE shall:

-
if the Random Access Response contains a Backoff Indicator subheader:

-
set the backoff parameter value in the UE as indicated by the BI field of the Backoff Indicator subheader  and Table 7.2-1.

-
else, set the backoff parameter value in the UE to 0 ms.

-
if the Random Access Response contains a Random Access Preamble identifier corresponding to the transmitted Random Access Preamble (see subclause 5.1.3), the UE shall:

-
consider this Random Access Response reception successful;

-
process the received Time Alignment Command (see subclause 5.2);

-
process the received UL grant value;

-
if the Random Access Preamble was explicitly signalled (i.e., not selected by MAC):

-
consider the Random Access procedure successfully completed.

- 
else, if the Random Access Preamble was selected by UE MAC:

-
set the Temporary C-RNTI to the value received in the Random Access Response message no later than at the time of the first transmission corresponding to the UL grant provided in the Random Access Response message;

-
if this is the first successfully received Random Access Response within this Random Access procedure:

-
if the UE is in RRC_CONNECTED state [except for RLF], indicate to the Multiplexing and assembly entity to include a C-RNTI MAC control element in the subsequent uplink transmission;

-
obtain the MAC PDU to transmit from the "Multiplexing and assembly" entity and store it in the [Message3] buffer.

NOTE:
When an uplink transmission is required, e.g., for contention resolution, the eNB should not provide a grant smaller than 80 bits in the Random Access Response.

NOTE:
If within a Random Access procedure, an uplink grant provided in the Random Access Response for the  same group of Random Access Preambles has a different size than the first uplink grant allocated during that Random Access procedure, the UE behavior is not defined. 

If no Random Access Response is received within the TTI window [RA_WINDOW_BEGIN—RA_WINDOW_END], or if all received Random Access Responses contain Random Access Preamble identifiers that do not match the transmitted Random Access Preamble, the Random Access Response reception is considered not successful and the UE shall:

-
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by the MAC sublayer itself; or

-
if the Random Access procedure was initiated by a PDCCH order and the PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER is less than PREAMBLE_TRANS_MAX:

-
increment PREAMBLE_TRANSMISSION_COUNTER by 1;

-
if in this Random Access procedure:

-
the Random Access Preamble was selected by MAC; or

-
the Random Access Preamble and PRACH resource were explicitly signalled and will expire before the next available Random Access occasion:

-
based on the backoff parameter in the UE, compute and apply a backoff value indicating when a new Random Access transmission shall be attempted;

 -
proceed to the selection of a Random Access Resource (see subclause 5.1.2).

Editor’s note:
Whether error conditions are specified is FFS.

5.2
Maintenance of Uplink Time Alignment

The UE has a configurable Time Alignment Timer. The Time Alignment Timer is valid only in the cell for which it was configured and started.

If the Time Alignment Timer has been configured, the UE shall:

-
when a Time Alignment Command MAC control element is received:

-
apply the Time Alignment Command;

-
start the Time Alignment Timer (if not running) or restart the Time Alignment Timer (if already running).

-
when a Time Alignment Command is received in a Random Access Response message:
-
if the Random Access Preamble and PRACH resource were explicitly signalled:

-
apply the Time Alignment Command;

-
start the Time Alignment Timer (if not running) or restart the Time Alignment Timer (if already running).

- 
else, if the Time Alignment Timer is not running or has expired:

-
apply the Time Alignment Command;
-
start the Time Alignment Timer;

-
when the contention resolution is considered not successful as described in subclause 5.1.5, stop the Time Alignment Timer.

-
else:

-
ignore the received Time Alignment Command.
-
when the Time Alignment Timer has expired or is not running:

-
prior to any uplink transmission, use the Random Access procedure (see subclause 5.1) in order to obtain uplink Time Alignment. 

-
when the Time Alignment Timer expires:

-
 release all PUCCH resources;

-
release any assigned SRS resources.

6.1.3.5
Time Alignment Command MAC Control Element

The Time Alignment Command MAC control element is identified by MAC PDU subheader with LCID as specified in table 6.2.1-1.

It has a fixed size and consists of a single field defined as follows (figure 6.1.3.4-1):

-
Time Alignment Command: This field indicates the amount of timing adjustment in 0.5 s that UE has to apply. The length of the field is [8] bits.
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Figure 6.1.3.5-1: Time Alignment Command MAC control element

Editor’s note:
Whether all 8 bits are needed and what the value range is are FFS.

6.1.5
MAC PDU (Random Access Response)

A MAC PDU consists of a MAC header and one or more MAC Random Access Responses (MAC RAR) as described in figure 6.1.5-4.

The MAC header is of variable size.

A MAC PDU header consists of one or more MAC PDU sub-headers; each subheader corresponding to a MAC RAR except for the Backoff Indicator sub-header. 

A MAC PDU subheader consists of the three header fields E/T/RAPID (as described in figure 6.1.5-1) but for the Backoff Indicator subheader which consists of the five header field E/T/R/R/BI (as described in figure 6.1.5-2).

A MAC RAR consists of the three fields TA/UL Grant/Temporary C-RNTI (as described in figure 6.1.5-3)
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Figure 6.1.5-1: E/T/RAPID MAC sub-header
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Figure 6.1.5-2: E/T/R/R/BI MAC sub-header
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Figure 6.1.5-3: MAC RAR
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Figure 6.1.5-4: MAC PDU consisting of a MAC header and MAC RARs

6.2.1
MAC header for DL-SCH and UL-SCH 

The MAC header is of variable size and consists of the following fields:

-
LCID: The Logical Channel ID field identifies the logical channel instance of the corresponding MAC SDU or the type of the corresponding MAC control element or padding as described in tables 6.2.1-1 and 6.2.1-2 for the DL and UL-SCH respectively. There is one LCID field for each MAC SDU, MAC control element or padding included in the MAC PDU. The LCID field size is 5 bits;

-
L: The Length field indicates the length of the corresponding MAC SDU or MAC control element in bytes. There is one L field per MAC PDU subheader except for the last subheader and sub-headers corresponding to fixed-sized MAC control elements. The size of the L field is indicated by the F field;

-
F: The Format field indicates the size of the Length field as indicated in table 6.2.1-3. There is one F field per MAC PDU subheader except for the last subheader and sub-headers corresponding to fixed-sized MAC control elements. The size of the F field is 1 bit. If the size of the MAC SDU or MAC control element is less than 128 bytes, the UE shall set the value of the F field to 0, otherwise the UE shall set it to 1;

-
E: The Extension field is a flag indicating if more fields are present in the MAC header or not. The E field is set to "1" to indicate another set of at least R/R/E/LCID fields. The E field is set to "0" to indicate that either a MAC SDU, a MAC control element or padding starts at the next byte;

-
R: Reserved bits.

The MAC header and sub-headers are octet aligned.

Table 6.2.1-1 Values of LCID for DL-SCH

	Index
	LCID values

	00000
	CCCH

	00001-xxxxx
	Identity of the logical channel

	xxxxx-11011
	Reserved

	11100
	UE Contention Resolution Identity

	11101
	Time Alignment Command

	11110
	DRX Command

	11111
	Padding


Table 6.2.1-2 Values of LCID for UL-SCH

	Index
	LCID values

	00000
	CCCH

	00001-yyyyy
	Identity of the logical channel

	yyyyy-11010
	Reserved

	11011
	Power Headroom Report

	11100
	C-RNTI

	11101
	Short Buffer Status Report

	11110
	Long Buffer Status Report

	11111
	Padding


Table 6.2.1-3 Values of F field:
	Index
	Size of Length field (in bits)

	0
	7

	1
	15


Editor’s note:
It is FFS whether this MAC header applies only to DL/UL SCH or also to other transport channels.

Editor’s note:
xxxxx and yyyyy are FFS

6.2.3
MAC payload for Random Access Response

The MAC RAR is of [fixed] size and consists of the following fields:

-
Time Alignment Command: The Time Alignment Command field indicates the required adjustment to the uplink transmission timing to be used for timing synchronisation (see subclause 4.2.4 of [2]). The size of the TA field is [11] bits;

-
UL Grant: The UpLink Grant field indicates the resources to be used on the uplink. The size of the UL Grant field is [21] bits;

-
Temporary C-RNTI: The Temporary C-RNTI field indicates the temporary identity that is used by the UE during Random Access. The size of the Temporary C-RNTI field is 16 bits.

The MAC RAR is octet aligned.

Editor’s note: The size of the TA and UL Grant field is FFS
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