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1
Introduction 

In the LS received from SA [1] it was proposed: The following features are to be removed from the Release 8 work (and associated conditions for removal): Functions and procedures for SAE to support LTE MBMS. This document summarises the discussion / decision reached at RAN#40 in addressing the handling of MBMS in release 8 in terms of forward compatibility in order to ensure that a release 8 UE can work in a future MBMS capable E-UTRAN.
2
Decision 
In order to ensure future MBMS compatibility, the following UE functionalities shall at least be included in release 8.  
1) Signalling support to ensure the UE is aware which subframe is of MBSFN type in mixed carrier. 

2) UE functionality should be specified in handling PCFICH, PDCCH and PHICH in MBSFN subframes
3) UE functionality should be specified in terms of handing cell specific RS(s), which are fewer in MBSFN subframes than in non-MBSFN subframes
4) UE functionality should be specified in terms of CQI measurement performance in case of MBSFN subframes allocation 
In order to ensure forward compatibility, relevant tests may need to be specified. This aspect should be discussed in RAN4 and RAN5. 
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