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1
Background
The E-UTRA RRC ad-hoc meeting (13 - 14 Dec 2007) agreed to start an off-line/e-mail discussion on the RRC protocol extension mechanisms and, related to that, the error handling that may be required in the UE to handle unexpected and unforeseen events that may occur due to the protocol extensions in the future E-UTRA releases. The target was to have a consensus input to the RAN2#61 meeting. Ericsson was chosen as rapporteur for the discussion.

With reference to the Tdoc R2-075516, the following conclusions regarding the extension mechanisms were noted at the ad-hoc:
1)
The network knows the release of the UE (in connected mode; FFS how the UE informs the NW).
2)
It was left FFS to what extent the UE is aware of the network functionality/syntax/release.
Regarding the error handling, the two Tdocs R2-075514 and R2-075562 were discussed in the ad-hoc and the following conclusions/agreements were made at that meeting:

3)
The specification should enable good use of any agreed extension mechanism. (Therefore, there is a dependency on those.)

4)
The extension handling of BCCH should be especially carefully considered.
5)
Also several CCCH cases need to be very carefully considered.

An Email was sent on the reflector during Christmas (26-DEC-2007) with the intent to kick-off the discussion on these issues. However, no response was received, and to be honest, neither Ericsson has been active to push the discussion forward. Instead the work up to the RAN2-61 meeting has been focused on the overall ASN.1 structure and the first draft of an ASN.1 code to replace the current tabular in 36.331.

In the drafting process, some of the proposals in R2-075516 have been used, as a starting point. However, the discussion about the precise extension mechanisms to be used needs to continue, and related to that, the discussion about error handling needs also to continue, in particular regarding messages with unknown contents received on the BCCH and/or the CCCH. It is the belief that the work with extension mechanisms and error handling may continue in parallel with the work on finalising the message contents and IEs. At this stage, before anything is frozen in the ASN.1, there is no strong dependence between those activities.
2
Summary and proposal

To summarise, the Email discussion on the subject of protocol extension mechanisms and error handling has not produced a result up to this point.
It is proposed that the work on these matters is progressed in parallel with the finalisation of the actual contents and information elements in the RRC messages. It is left to RAN2 to propose in which form (Email/off-line/ad-hocs) the work should continue. Contributions from the various companies are needed.
