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1. Discussion
During the LTE RRC adhoc, ALU presented a contribution [1] evaluating whether the Tracking Area Code should be handled as a NAS or an AS IE in LTE. The conclusion of the paper is that apart from the fact the TA is needed in the NAS in the UE, all other factors are in favour of handling the TAC as an AS IE. 
In addition, another conclusion of the paper is that if RAN2 agrees to handle the TAC as an AS IE, there is no current need to carry any other IE as NAS IEs and therefore there is little motivation to introduce a variable length container for NAS IEs either.
It was decided to send an LS to CT1 saying that RAN2 sees some benefits with removing the flexible NAS container, and ask CT1 whether they can agree to this.
A draft LS to CT1 is therefore included in the .zip file.
2. Reference
[1] R2-075538
Tracking Area Code as NAS or AS IE in SIB

Alcatel-Lucent
3. Appendix: Extract from the RRC LTE adhoc
R2-075538:
Tracking Area Code as NAS or AS IE in SIB Alcatel-Lucent

· When asked by Tmob, yes of course the TAC would still have to be passed to the NAS in the UE.

· Motorola clarified that in UMTS we have a variable length RRC container that contains contents defined by NAS which is the LAC. Question is whether we want to continue with the same approach in E-UTRAN.

· Motorola thinks the proposal makes sense.

· Samsung points out that we have already sent an LS some meetings ago related to CSG, where RAN2 indicated that the TAC is CT1 business and the cell-id is RAN2 business. Ericsson points out that anyway it should be described in NAS specs.

· Infineon thinks an alternative would be to have a fixed length container.

=>   Can sent an LS from our next meeting that we see some benefits with removing the flexible NAS container, and ask CT1 whether they can agree to this. We should be clear that still the definition of the TAC and the specification of the handling in the UE is still the responsibility of CT1 (ALU)











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































