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Discussion and Approval
1
Discussion
Before starting the E-UTRAN specification work, one aspect that needs to be discussed and agreed upon is the number of specification(s) for the RLC/MAC sublayers. There are two choices:

-
One single specification for RLC and MAC (as in GPRS [1]); or

-
One specification for RLC and one specification for MAC (as in UTRAN [2] [3]).

It is the opinion of the sourcing companies that the E-UTRAN specification work would benefit from having only one specification for both the RLC and MAC sublayer. The main arguments that support this choice are:

1) 
RLC and MAC belong to the same network node (i.e. eNB);
2) 
A tight interaction between RLC and MAC has been agreed and putting the two sublayers in two separate TS would unnecessarily complicate the stage 3 description by the addition of primitives that would not be needed otherwise;
3)
RLC will be a light protocol.
2
Proposal
For the specification work of E-UTRAN, it is proposed to describe RLC and MAC sublayers in the same stage 3 TS.
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