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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 has studied the possibility to remove the current limitation on the maximum UL message size, especially for the ones transmitted on the CCCH. CCCH messages are sent in RLC TM and therefore have to fit on a single TB.
The current limitations in terms of bits available per TB on the CCCH have been seen as a major issue preventing the addition of useful information the network could use for RRM purposes, mainly related to measurements collected by the UE. RAN2 has agreed to increase the size of the data that can be delivered and a straightforward proposal (***CR not yet agreed by RAN2***) is contained in attachment, that mainly propose to allow the signalling of a TB size bigger (e.g. 240 bits) than the existing one assumed in 34.108. As this could have a potential impact on the UL coverage, this configuration might be needed on a per-cell-basis, thus potentially requiring major operational effort by the operators.
During the discussions, some companies proposed an alternative solution where both the R99 size and a new TB sizes (e.g. around 300 bits) are allowed to be used by CCCH and the UE would rely on the TFC selection/restriction mechanisms to select the correct TFC based on the data available and the UE power constraints. 
Although the impacts of the proposal on the RAN2 specs were not fully assessed it has been questioned whether the current performance requirements specified by RAN4 allow a reliable selection of the TFC based on the estimation of the necessary UE Tx power.

2. Actions

To RAN4:

1. RAN2 kindly asks RAN4 to provide a feedback on the reliability of estimation of the the UE Tx power available for TFC selection. Especially the performance under poor radio conditions, based on the current requirements on power accuracy that impacts the TFC restriction mechanism should be considered.

2. RAN2 kindly asks RAN4 to provide an indication of the impact in terms of coverage of the increase in the RACH TrCH rate as per the attached proposal.

4. Date of Next TSG-RAN2 Meetings:

TSG-RAN2 Meeting #47, 9th – 13th May 2005, Athens

TSG-RAN2 Meeting #48, 29th August – 2nd September 2005, London






