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1. Overall Description:

SA1 thanks RAN2 for the LS on NAS signalling load at MBMS Session Start/Stop. SA1 has considered the three scenarios related to uplink signalling load on the radio interface and have evaluated whether these scenarios are likely to occur in reality.
The opinion of SA1 regarding each of the scenarios is as follows:
1) On receiving MBMS Notification immediately following MBMS session start, a high number of UEs may access the network in order to de-activate ongoing non-MBMS services. 

2) Respectively at MBMS session stop, a high number of UEs may access the network in order to activate/re-activate non-MBMS services (especially in the PS domain).
Although MBMS services are yet to be deployed, SA1 believes that these two scenarios are likely to occur in reality. More specifically, the following requirement exists within TS 22.146 regarding reception of MBMS notifications while receiving other services:

“While receiving PS or CS services via UTRAN, it shall be possible for the user to receive notification of MBMS multicast sessions.”
Considering this service requirement it is reasonable to expect users with terminals unable to receive multiple services in parallel will act to deactivate ongoing non-MBMS services upon receiving an MBMS notification in order to receive the MBMS service. Conversely, when the user has finished receiving the MBMS service (i.e. MBMS session stop) it is reasonable to expect users to re-activate the service they were using before the MBMS notification was received.
3) Due to the MBMS counting procedure, there will probably be a number of idle mode UEs setting up PS signalling connections simultaneously at MBMS session start.

This scenario appears to be a result of the technical design of the MBMS counting procedure. However, as the MBMS counting procedure is a technical mechanism outside the scope of SA1, SA1 is unable to provide detailed feedback regarding this scenario.
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group:

ACTION: 
SA1 respectfully requests that RAN2 take into account the opinion of SA1 regarding the scenarios related to uplink signalling load on the radio interface and complete work on MBMS for Rel-6 in a timely manner.
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