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1	Introduction
The previous RAN2 meeting agreed on many open issues [1][2], however, a few issues remain. In this contribution we address some of those issues regarding the random access procedure for eRedCap UEs.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Resources for 2-step RACH
This is an issue that was raised in [3] and concerns configuration of resources for early indication in MsgA. In RAN2#122 it was agreed that:
Additional (on top of RedCap) early indication in MsgA PRACH is not supported.
This was to confirm the related RAN1 agreement made in RAN1#112bis-e:
	Agreement:
· A network-configurable additional separate early indication in Msg1 for Rel-18 eRedCap UEs is supported.
· When Msg1 indication for Rel-18 eRedCap UEs is configured, it is used by Rel-18 eRedCap UEs (with or without UE BB bandwidth reduction).
· When Msg1 indication for Rel-18 eRedCap UEs is not configured while Msg1 indication for Rel-17 RedCap UEs is configured, Rel-18 eRedCap UEs shall share the PRACH that is configured for Rel-17 RedCap UEs.
· Note: Rel-18 eRedCap UEs will be differentiated from Rel-17 RedCap UEs based on Msg3 of Rel-18 eRedCap UEs.
· Additional early indication in MsgA PRACH is not supported.



The intention with this agreement is that when MsgA PRACH early indication is configured for Rel-17 RedCap UEs, a Rel-18 eRedCap UE shall use the MsgA PRACH resources configured for Rel-17 RedCap UEs. In such case Rel-18 eRedCap and Rel-17 RedCap UEs will be differentiated based on the indication in MsgA PUSCH.
The logic that leads from the RAN1 agreement to the above intention is as follows. When the network can decode MsgA PRACH but cannot successfully decode MsgA PUSCH, this initiates a fallback case from 2-step RACH to 4-step RACH. As a result, MsgA PRACH indication behaves like an Msg.1 indication. So, based on the same logic and to achieve a unified design, we propose the following,


[bookmark: _Toc149864370]For 2-step RACH, Rel-18 eRedCap UEs shall use the random-access resources for Rel-17 RedCap UEs, if configured.

The following can be observed when both Rel-17 RedCap and Rel-18 eRedCap features are enabled in the serving cell, and Msg1 indication is configured for Rel-17 RedCap UE: considering that the intention is not to configure any PRACH resources, e.g., time/frequency resources, for Rel-18 eRedCap UEs in that case, since those UEs are supposed to use PRACH resources configured for Rel-17 RedCap UEs, this would mean that Rel-18 eRedCap UEs can also use Msg1 indication during 2-step RACH. However, Rel-18 eRedCap and Rel-17 RedCap UEs would still be differentiated based on the indication in MsgA PUSCH.
3	Conclusion
Based on the discussion in the previous section, we propose the following:
Proposal 1	For 2-step RACH, Rel-18 eRedCap UEs shall use the random-access resources for Rel-17 RedCap UEs, if configured.
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