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	Reason for change:
	Under the definition for fallback band combination given in TS 38.306, it is stated that “An intra-band non-contiguous band combination is not considered to be a fallback band combination of an intra-band contiguous band combination.”

However, RAN4 has now indicated an exception to the above sentence. In the LS to RAN2 in R4-2314746 (R2-2309469), RAN4 stated the following:
“Suppose a UE supports DL DC_(n)48CA (only), UL DC_48A_n48A (only and for any carrier separation) then a DL Scell must be configured in between the LTE PCell and the NR PScell as shown in the figure below. The Scell cannot be released since the resulting DL configuration would be non-contiguous, the only way would be to release the SCG.
The problem above can be handled if the UE also includes the additional band combination entry DC_48A-n48A in both the DL and UL. However, this also means that the UE must support non-contiguous EN-DC beyond the aggregate bandwidth of the downlink configuration. RAN4 is therefore considering an exception from the quoted fallback rule as follows: for Case 3 with its contiguous downlink, the minimum requirements also apply for the intra-band non-contiguous fallback resulting from releasing an Scell within the sub-block bandwidth of the downlink configuration. 
This would not require that the UE implementation supports the said additional non-contiguous band combination for any carrier separation within the band.
The exception to the fallback rule is only applicable to Case 3 in Band 48/n48 and is captured in the 38.101-3. All other bands and band combinations follow the existing fallback rule.”

Given that there is now at least one exception to the fallback rule, which is captured by RAN4 in TS 38.101-3, this should be clarified in the definition for fallback band combination in TS 38.306.

	
	

	Summary of change:
	1. Clarify in the definition for fallback band combination that:
An intra-band non-contiguous band combination is not considered to be a fallback band combination of an intra-band contiguous band combination unless otherwise specified in TS 38.101-3 [4].
Impact analysis
Impacted functionality: Intra-band EN-DC
Inter-operability: 
1. If the network is implemented according to the CR and the UE is not there is no foreseen inter-operability issue. However, a UE configured with DL DC_(n)48CA, UL DC_48A_n48A would not be able to release the SCell without releasing the SCG, since the resulting non-contiguous DL configuration would not be supported.
2. If the UE is implemented according to the CR and the network is not there is no foreseen inter-operability issue. For a UE configured with DL DC_(n)48CA, UL DC_48A_n48A, a network could unnecessarily release the SCG whenever releasing the SCell, since the network would not consider the intra-band non-contiguous band combination resulting from releasing the SCell as a valid fallback for the intra-band contiguous band combination.

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	An intra-band non-contiguous band combination will never be considered a fallback band combination of an intra-band contiguous band combination. Therefore, for certain DC band combinations (e.g. DL DC_(n)48CA, UL DC_48A_n48A), a UE could be required to release the SCG whenever releasing the SCell.
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First Modified Subclause
[bookmark: _Toc12750876][bookmark: _Toc29382240][bookmark: _Toc37093357][bookmark: _Toc37238633][bookmark: _Toc37238747][bookmark: _Toc46488642][bookmark: _Toc52574063][bookmark: _Toc52574149][bookmark: _Toc139146771]3.1	Definitions
For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].
Fallback band combination: A Uu band combination that would result from another Uu band combination (parent band combination) by releasing at least one SCell or uplink configuration of SCell, or SCG, or SUL. A PC5 band combination that would result from another PC5 band combination (parent band combination) by releasing at least one sidelink carrier. An intra-band non-contiguous band combination is not considered to be a fallback band combination of an intra-band contiguous band combination unless otherwise specified in TS 38.101-3 [4]. A fallback band combination supports the same channel bandwidth(s) for each carrier as its parent band combination(s).
Fallback per band feature set: A feature set per band that has same or lower capabilities than the reported capabilities from the reported feature set per band for a given band.
Fallback per CC feature set: A feature set per CC that has same or lower capabilities than the capabilities of UE (e.g. supported MIMO layers, BW, modulation order) while keeping the numerology the same from the reported feature set per CC for a given carrier per band. The supportedMinBandwidthDL/supportedMinBandwidthUL defines the lower bound of the bandwidth supported by the UE.
RedCap UE: The UE with reduced capabilities as specified in clause 4.2.21.1.
Switching SCell (sSCell): The SCell configured with cross-carrier scheduling to PCell/PSCell.
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