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[bookmark: _Toc37231839][bookmark: _Toc46501892][bookmark: _Toc51971240][bookmark: _Toc52551223][bookmark: _Toc139017953]4.7	Integrated Access and Backhaul
[bookmark: _Toc37231840][bookmark: _Toc46501893][bookmark: _Toc51971241][bookmark: _Toc52551224][bookmark: _Toc139017954]4.7.1	Architecture
Integrated access and backhaul (IAB) enables wireless relaying in NG-RAN. The relaying node, referred to as IAB-node, supports access and backhauling via NR. The terminating node of NR backhauling on network side is referred to as the IAB-donor, which represents a gNB with additional functionality to support IAB. Backhauling can occur via a single or via multiple hops. The IAB architecture is shown in Figure 4.7.1-1.
The IAB-node supports the gNB-DU functionality, as defined in TS 38.401 [4], to terminate the NR access interface to UEs and next-hop IAB-nodes, and to terminate the F1 protocol to the gNB-CU functionality, as defined in TS 38.401 [4], on the IAB-donor. The gNB-DU functionality on the IAB-node is also referred to as IAB-DU.
In addition to the gNB-DU functionality, the IAB-node also supports a subset of the UE functionality referred to as IAB-MT, which includes, e.g., physical layer, layer-2, RRC and NAS functionality to connect to the gNB-DU of another IAB-node or the IAB-donor, to connect to the gNB-CU on the IAB-donor, and to the core network.
The IAB-node can access the network using either SA mode or EN-DC. In EN-DC, the IAB-node connects via E-UTRA to a MeNB, and the IAB-donor terminates X2-C as SgNB (TS 37.340 [21]).


Figure 4.7.1-1: IAB architecture; a) IAB-node using SA mode with 5NGC; b) IAB-node using EN-DC
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