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1	Introduction
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]An LS was received from RAN plenary (RP‑232692) to introduce a capability for intra-band non-collocated NR-CA and a configuration to be applicable for both NR-CA case and inter-band EN-DC with overlapping or partially overlapping bands.
This contribution discusses additional signaling aspects to be considered apart from the ones already indicated the LS. 
2	Discussion
The LS tasked RAN2 to introduce a UE capability for TDD-TDD intra-band NR CA, and also an RRC configuration. However the RRC configuration is not limited to the capability to be introduced for TDD-TDD intra-band NR CA. The RRC configuration should also affect a legacy UE capability introduced in Rel-16 for inter-band EN-DC with overlapping or partially overlapping bands (interBandMRDC-WithOverlapDL-Bands-r16).
[bookmark: _Toc146825282]An RRC configuration introduced in Rel-18 is expected to be used to control the UE behaviour related to a capability introduced in Rel-16.
This raises an issue on backwards compatibility since for a UE that includes only the Rel-16 capability (interBandMRDC-WithOverlapDL-Bands-r16) the NW could not know whether UE supports the RRC configuration or not. One may consider that a Rel-18 UE that indicates support of interBandMRDC-WithOverlapDL-Bands-r16 would also support the RRC configuration. However, this would rely on the Release indicator to derive whether the UE supports this feature or not. Note that this same logic can be applied to other features, which may end up in many UE features being tied to the release indicator, while the NW has no means to verify if the UE actually supports a feature or not. 
[bookmark: _Toc146825283]Relying on the release indicator is not scalable and the NW may not be able to verify if the UE supports a certain feature.
Hence, we think the usual procedure should be followed and RAN2 should add a capability for what the UE can support. 
[bookmark: _Toc146825284]Add a single UE capability to indicate support of RRC configuration of both TDD-TDD intra-band NR-CA and TDD-TDD inter-band EN-DC with overlapping or partially overlapping bands.
Note this does not prevent this new capability to be mandatory in conditional cases e.g. if in Rel-18 the UE indicates interBandMRDC-WithOverlapDL-Bands-r16 it should also report the support for the RRC configuration. 
3	Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	An RRC configuration introduced in Rel-18 is expected to be used to control the UE behaviour related to a capability introduced in Rel-16.
Observation 2	Relying on the release indicator is not scalable and the NW may not be able to verify if the UE supports a certain feature.

Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Add a single UE capability to indicate support of RRC configuration of both TDD-TDD intra-band NR-CA and TDD-TDD inter-band EN-DC with overlapping or partially overlapping bands.




