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1	Introduction
In this paper we present our final view on common signalling for (C)HO in NTN, considering the recent response LS from RAN WG3 (see [1]).
2	Discussion
At RAN2#122, after several rounds of the discussion on Common signalling for handover in NTN, the LS to RAN3 has been agreed [2]. In this LS RAN2 has been asking whether there are any means in RAN3 signalling framework that would allow target cell to provide the servingCellConfigCommon independently from the remainder of the target cell configuration that is sent towards the source cell. During the discussion in RAN2 it was identified that such separate signalling could be needed as:
· Target cell configuration is provided per UE (for subsequent dedicated signalling in HO command) while in the considered scheme servingCellConfigCommon is to be broadcast in the source cell’s System Information Block (SIB).
· Target cell’s configuration is provided to the source cell and source cell uses it transparently (i.e. forwards it to the UE), without inspecting its content.
Observation 1: As per the current HO signalling between the target and source cell, it is not possible to simply extract the servingCellConfigCommon and provide it within the source cell using broadcast signalling. 
RAN3 has discussed the issue during their RAN3#121 meeting (August 2023). During the discussion it was identified that:
· There is no existing Xn/NG signalling that could support what RAN2 was trying to adopt.
· Target gNB is not aware if the received HO Request is for a single UE or for a group of UEs.
In RAN3 response LS the following has been stated [1]:
	…RAN3 would like to inform RAN2 that RAN3 will not support any enhancement for Common Signaling in (C)HO in Rel18, either by providing target cell’s servingCellConfigCommon to source cell through network signaling or via OAM…



Thus, even though RAN3 has not directly answered the question asked in [2], it is clear that enabling such signalling would require specification changes which RAN3 is not planning to pursue in Rel-18. 
Observation 2: Enabling common signalling for NTN (C)HO requires specification work in RAN3 which, according to R3-234664 will not be pursued in Rel-18.
We believe it is the time to also finalize this topic in RAN2. We suggest the following:
Proposal 1: Common signalling (e.g. using servingCellConfigCommon) for the purpose of (C)HO in NTN is not supported in Rel-18.
In our opinion that concludes the common HO signalling and there is no need to respond to [1].
Proposal 2: RAN2 does not respond to R3-234664.
3	Conclusion
This document has made the following observations and proposals:
Observation 1: As per the current HO signalling between the target and source cell, it is not possible to simply extract the servingCellConfigCommon and provide it within the source cell using broadcast signalling. 
Observation 2: Enabling common signalling for NTN (C)HO requires specification work in RAN3 which, according to R3-234664 will not be pursued in Rel-18.
Proposal 1: Common signalling (e.g. using servingCellConfigCommon) for the purpose of (C)HO in NTN is not supported in Rel-18.
Proposal 2: RAN2 does not respond to R3-234664.
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