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[bookmark: _Ref178064866]Introduction
In RAN2#120 meeting, it was discussed whether to support the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant reception, and it was agreed that RAN2 will consider the enhancements to enable the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant reception.
In this contribution, we show our views on how to support the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant reception.
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In TN, the initial blind Msg3 retransmission is supported based on ra_ContentionResolutionTimer. This is because the time between stopping the ra-ResponseWindow and ra_ContentionResolutionTimer is maybe one or a few slots.
However, in NTN, UE starts ra-ContentionResolutionTimer in the first symbol after the end of the Msg3 transmission plus the UE-gNB RTT. In this case, the UE does not receive the initial blind Msg3 retransmission UL grant. 
In order to resolve this issue, the following options were proposed.
· Option1: Do not stop the ra-ResponseWindow after initial RAR reception
· Option2: Start ra-ContentionResolutionTimer immediately after initial Msg3 transmission
· Option3: Introduce a new timer (and short timer) for blind Msg3 retransmission after initial Msg3 transmission
· Option4: Whether the UE will additionally monitor for a blind Msg3 retransmission grant may be configurable by the network

For all options other than Option 1, it would require the specification impact. However, option 1 may not require the specification change. This is because according to the current specification, the UE may stop the ra-ResponseWindow after initial RAR reception as follows.
	The MAC entity may stop ra-ResponseWindow (and hence monitoring for Random Access Response(s)) after successful reception of a Random Access Response containing Random Access Preamble identifiers that matches the transmitted PREAMBLE_INDEX.



In other words, in NTN, the current specification is allowed that the UE monitors the PDCCH by not stopping ra-RespondWindow in order to receive the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant.
Observation 1. The current specification is allowed that the UE monitors the PDCCH by not stopping ra-RespondWindow in order to receive the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant.

Considering the above observation, it is questionable to introduce the additional solution only for receiving the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant. In addition, in Rel-17 CE, since the Msg3 repetition was introduced, most of UE in NTN will support the Msg3 repetition to increase the coverage. In other words, the network can use the Msg3 repetition to increase the coverage instead of the usage of the initial blind Msg3 retransmission.
Thus, we propose that it is up to UE implementation to monitor the PDCCH by not stopping ra-RespondWindow in order to receive the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant.
Proposal. It is up to UE implementation to monitor the PDCCH by not stopping ra-RespondWindow in order to receive the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant (No specification change is needed).

If the above proposal is not agreeable, we think that adding NOTE is enough in order not to stop the ra-RespondWindow only for the NTN.
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[bookmark: _Toc450908196][bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]In this contribution, we show our views on how to support the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant reception, and the following observation and proposal are made.
Observation 1. The current specification is allowed that the UE can monitor the PDCCH by not stopping ra-RespondWindow in order to receive the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant.
Proposal. It is up to UE implementation to monitor the PDCCH by not stopping ra-RespondWindow in order to receive the initial blind Msg3 retransmission grant (No specification change is needed).


