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1 Introduction
In RAN2#119bis, signalling for side control information has been discussed and reached the following agreements: 
	· RAN2 confirms to use RRC signalling to configure NCR-MT to receive side control information. How the side control information itself is transmitted (i.e. via RRC or DCI or MAC CE) is up to RAN1 (RAN2 may discussion the initial RAN1 decision and revisit if needed).
· NCR-MT supports RRC_CONNECTED and RRC_IDLE states, FFS on RRC_INACTIVE state (e.g. optional support or not support).
· NCR-MT supports SRB0/1/2 and DRB is optional. FFS on maximum number of DRBs.
· RRM functions supported by NCR-MR:
- Cell selection is mandatory
- Cell reselection, RLM, BFD, BFR are FFS


This paper aims to discuss the remaining issues and provides our views on the signalling configuration of side control information from RAN2’s perspective. 
2 Discussion
1) RRC Inactive
The RRC_INACTIVE state is introduced to allow UE to come back to connected state quickly. However, there is no need for NCR-MT to change its RRC state frequently. Additionally, there is no other traffic/QoS flow except OAM traffic configured in NCR, indicating that NCR should not consider how to reduce the signalling overhead for small data. Furthermore, if RRC_INACTIVE is supported, the behaviour of NCR-Fwd when NCR-MT enters RRC inactive should also be discussed. Based on the above considerations, the RRC inactive state of NCR-MT may be configured as optional. 
Proposal 1: On RRC state, RRC inactive may be configured as optional.
2) DRB
According to RAN3 #117bis agreement, the NCR-OAM connectivity requirement should be supported. Considering that the NCR could connect with OAM via fiber-optical or wired connection, the OAM traffic is optional for NCR, which means that the DRB is optional for NCR. In our understanding, each DRB requires a separate instance of PDCP/RLC, and the maximum number of DRBs has impact on UE’s memory size. However, the NCR as a low cost device needs to support a smaller memory size. Therefore, if DRB is configured by NW, it is proposed that NCR only needs to support only one DRB. 
Proposal 2: It is proposed that NCR only needs to support only one DRB.
3) RRM function
In our understanding, the quality of NCR’s serving cell may fluctuate due to the blockage, such as trees, moving people or cars, especially when the NCR is deployed in high frequency. On the other hand, the gNB may also give up the NCR connection for energy saving. Therefore, it would be benefit for NCR to support cell reselection to allow the NCR to reconnect to another cell.
As for beam of NCR, the following agreements have been reached in RAN1.
	Agreement (RAN1#110)
· The following are recommended to be specified as part of Rel-18 NCR WI from RAN1’s perspective:
- Beam information as side control information
· Beam index is used to indicate an access link beam (Option 1)
· Both slot-level and symbol-level granularity are recommended for the time-domain resource indication and determination of the access link beam.
· Both dynamic beam indication and semi-static beam indication are recommended for access link.
-	Note: the semi-static beam indication includes the semi-persistent indication.


It can be observed that NCR should support the beam. In some cases, the cell quality changes due to some reasons. Therefore, the BFD/BFR function may be supported by NCR-MT to reconnect the cell when the cell quality degrades. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Similarly, NCR could support the RLM to detect the radio link quality. For instance, once the RLF happens, NCR can reconnect the cell quickly. In addition, OAM can also use the RLM report to adjust the NCR’s configuration. In some cases, when the radio link quality degrades, OAM can indicate the NCR to reconnect to another cell. Therefore, RLM may be supported by NCR.
Proposal 3: Cell reselection, RLM, BFD/BFR may be optional features for NCR-MT. 
3 	Conclusions
The paper analyses remaining issues regarding the side control information of NCR, and concludes the following proposals:
Proposal 1: On RRC state, RRC inactive may be configured as optional.
Proposal 2: It is proposed that NCR only needs to support only one DRB 
Proposal 3: Cell reselection, RLM, BFD/BFR may be optional features for NCR-MT.
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