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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG2 would like to inform RAN WG4 that it is possible to extend the existing range of NS values starting from Rel-17, whereupon:
-
The extended IE carrying the extended NS range can be e.g. 4-bit (encoding 8..23 values) or 5-bit (encoding 8..39 values). RAN WG4 can provide further feedback on how large the extended range should be.

-
Pending on RAN4 confirmation, RAN2 can resuse the same principle already adopted for extended NS range in LTE, where the highest value "7" in the legacy NS range can be labelled as "reserved" so that the network can prohibit legacy UEs from camping on the cell when one of the extended values is signalled.
2. Actions:

To RAN WG4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN WG2 asks RAN WG4 to take the response into account and provide, if needed, further clarifications.
3. Date of Next RAN WG2 Meetings:

TSG RAN2 WG RAN2-120
14th-18th Nov 2022 Toulouse France

TSG RAN2 WG RAN2-121
27th Feb – 3rd Mar 2023 Athens Greece

