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1	Introduction
The configuration of CSI-RS mapping indicates to UE the contents of the CSI-RS transmission. In particular, the configuration indicates the first OFDM symbol of the CSI-RS in time domain (ever since Rel-15). However, it seems there is a misalignment between RAN1 and RAN2 specifications on this, and in this contribution we explain how that has happened and how to fix that.
2	CSI-RS configuration
CSI-RS resource mapping is given in two IEs: CSI-RS-ResourceMapping and CSI-RS-ResourceConfigMobility. both include the position of first OFDM symbol where the CSI-RS is transmitted as shown below:
CSI-RS-ResourceMapping ::=          SEQUENCE {
    frequencyDomainAllocation           CHOICE {
        row1                                BIT STRING (SIZE (4)),
        row2                                BIT STRING (SIZE (12)),
        row4                                BIT STRING (SIZE (3)),
        other                               BIT STRING (SIZE (6))
    },
    nrofPorts                           ENUMERATED {p1,p2,p4,p8,p12,p16,p24,p32},
    firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain         INTEGER (0..13),
    firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain2        INTEGER (2..12)                                                         OPTIONAL,   -- Need R

CSI-RS-Resource-Mobility ::=        SEQUENCE {
    csi-RS-Index                        CSI-RS-Index,
    slotConfig                          CHOICE {
        ms4                                 INTEGER (0..31),
        ms5                                 INTEGER (0..39),
        ms10                                INTEGER (0..79),
        ms20                                INTEGER (0..159),
        ms40                                INTEGER (0..319)
    },
    associatedSSB                       SEQUENCE {
        ssb-Index                           SSB-Index,
        isQuasiColocated                    BOOLEAN
    }                                                                                                           OPTIONAL, -- Need R
    frequencyDomainAllocation           CHOICE {
        row1                                BIT STRING (SIZE (4)),
        row2                                BIT STRING (SIZE (12))
    },
    firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain         INTEGER (0..13),
    sequenceGenerationConfig            INTEGER (0..1023),
    ...
}

As shown below, the field descriptions of these restrict the use of the value 2 for the cases when DMRS type-A position is set to pos3:
	firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain
Time domain allocation within a physical resource block. The field indicates the first OFDM symbol in the PRB used for CSI-RS, see TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.5.3. Value 2 is supported only when dmrs-TypeA-Position equals pos3.



Observation 1: Current RRC specification restricts the usage of value 2 for the first OFDM symbol in time domain for CSI-RS resources.
The restriction was originally coming from decisions in RAN1#91 based on R1-1721501 and eventually changed (presumably based on online decisions) to what is captured in R1-1721569 as shown below:
[image: ]
Note that the highlighting is from original minutes showing what changed compared to the below:
[image: ]
Observation 2: RAN1#91 decided to place restriction on value 2 of firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain being only supported when DMRS TypeA uses pos3.
However, in RAN1#AH-1801 the following decision reverted this as shown below (from minutes in R1-1801302): 
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Observation 3: RAN1#AH-1801 removed the restriction on value 2 of firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain being only supported when DMRS TypeA uses pos3.
It seems RAN2 simply missed implementing the RAN1 decision in RRC, even though RAN1 specifications already work without the restriction. This seems to be because the RAN1 LS in R1-1801276 indicated the following, which both contains the original restriction and also an ”updated RAN1 decision” that has been confusing: 
	CSI-RS Resource Configuration
	NZP-CSI-RS-Resource
	resourceMapping
	Include parameters to capture OFDM symbol location(s) in a slot and subcarrier occupancy in a PRB of the CSI-RS resource
FFS: how to configure CSI-RS in different slots for fine time/frequency tracking
	Starting subcarrier:
X = 1 port: no restriction
Y = 2: constrained to be one among even subcarriers in an RB
Y = 4: constrained to be one among subcarriers 0, 4, 8 in an RB

OFDM symbol locations:
{0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13}, where 2 is supported only when DL-DMRS-typeA-pos equals 3

Updated agreement:
On the support of indicating two starting OFDM symbol positions for non-contiguous NZP CSI-RS mapping, include as part of an LS to RAN2 to inform them that the RRC signalling should support indication of up to two starting OFDM symbol positions and it is up to RAN2 to decide on the detailed signalling (relevant RRC parameter: CSI_RS_resourcemapping)
	Contained in NZP-CSI-RS-ResourceConfig

Updated agreement:
On the support of indicating two starting OFDM symbol positions for non-contiguous NZP CSI-RS mapping, include as part of an LS to RAN2 to inform them that the RRC signalling should support indication of up to two starting OFDM symbol positions and it is up to RAN2 to decide on the detailed signalling (relevant RRC parameter: CSI_RS_resourcemapping)



Due to this, the RRC v15.1.0 implemented this as follows, which has also been why the current RRC still states the restriction (it has just been moved from comment to field description):
    -- Time domain allocation within a physical resource block. The field indicates the first OFDM symbol in the PRB used for CSI-RS.
    -- Parameter l0 in 38.211, section 7.4.1.5.3. Value 2 is supported only when DL-DMRS-typeA-pos equals 3.
    firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain        INTEGER (0..13),

The latest TS38.211, clause 7.4.1.5.3 makes no mention of any restrictions:
The time-domain locations  and  are provided by the higher-layer parameters firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain and firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain2, respectively, in the CSI-RS-ResourceMapping IE or the CSI-RS-ResourceConfigMobility IE and defined relative to the start of a slot. For NZP CSI-RS configured by TRS-ResourceSet IE, the time-domain locations  and  are provided by the higher-layer parameter firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain and firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain+4.
Observation 4: Rel-15 RRC is not aligned with either the Rel-15 RAN1 agreements or current RAN1 specifications for the CSI-RS parameter firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain.
Since RAN1 specifications have no restrictions, and the RRC ASN.1 allows configuration anyway it seems easiest to just remove the unnecessary restriction from RRC starting from Rel-15 onwards.
Proposal 1: Remove the restriction “Value 2 is supported only when dmrs-TypeA-Position equals pos3.” from field description of firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain starting from Rel-15 onwards. 
Annex A shows the changes (for Rel-17 specifications), and the full CR set for this can be found in R2-2207264, R2-2207265 and R2-2207266.
Proposal 2: Agree to the CRs in R2-2207264, R2-2207265 and R2-2207266.









3	Conclusion
This document has made the following observations:
Observation 1: Current RRC specification restricts the usage of value 2 for the first OFDM symbol in time domain for CSI-RS resources.
Observation 2: RAN1#91 decided to place restriction on value 2 of firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain being only supported when DMRS TypeA uses pos3.
Observation 3: RAN1#AH-1801 removed the restriction on value 2 of firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain being only supported when DMRS TypeA uses pos3.
Observation 4: Rel-15 RRC is not aligned with either the Rel-15 RAN1 agreements or current RAN1 specifications for the CSI-RS parameter firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain.
And proposed the following:
Proposal 1: Remove the restriction “Value 2 is supported only when dmrs-TypeA-Position equals pos3.” from field description of firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain starting from Rel-15 onwards. 
Proposal 2: Agree to the CRs in R2-2207264, R2-2207265 and R2-2207266.



Annex: Proposed RRC correction 

[bookmark: _Toc60777222][bookmark: _Toc100930110]–	CSI-RS-ResourceConfigMobility
The IE CSI-RS-ResourceConfigMobility is used to configure CSI-RS based RRM measurements.
CSI-RS-ResourceConfigMobility information element
-- ASN1START
-- TAG-CSI-RS-RESOURCECONFIGMOBILITY-START

CSI-RS-ResourceConfigMobility ::=   SEQUENCE {
    subcarrierSpacing                   SubcarrierSpacing,
    csi-RS-CellList-Mobility            SEQUENCE (SIZE (1..maxNrofCSI-RS-CellsRRM)) OF CSI-RS-CellMobility,
    ...,
    [[
    refServCellIndex                    ServCellIndex                                                           OPTIONAL    -- Need S
    ]]


}

CSI-RS-CellMobility ::=             SEQUENCE {
    cellId                              PhysCellId,
    csi-rs-MeasurementBW                SEQUENCE {
        nrofPRBs                            ENUMERATED { size24, size48, size96, size192, size264},
        startPRB                            INTEGER(0..2169)
    },
    density                             ENUMERATED {d1,d3}                                                      OPTIONAL,   -- Need R
    csi-rs-ResourceList-Mobility        SEQUENCE (SIZE (1..maxNrofCSI-RS-ResourcesRRM)) OF CSI-RS-Resource-Mobility
}

CSI-RS-Resource-Mobility ::=        SEQUENCE {
    csi-RS-Index                        CSI-RS-Index,
    slotConfig                          CHOICE {
        ms4                                 INTEGER (0..31),
        ms5                                 INTEGER (0..39),
        ms10                                INTEGER (0..79),
        ms20                                INTEGER (0..159),
        ms40                                INTEGER (0..319)
    },
    associatedSSB                       SEQUENCE {
        ssb-Index                           SSB-Index,
        isQuasiColocated                    BOOLEAN
    }                                                                                                           OPTIONAL, -- Need R
    frequencyDomainAllocation           CHOICE {
        row1                                BIT STRING (SIZE (4)),
        row2                                BIT STRING (SIZE (12))
    },
    firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain         INTEGER (0..13),
    sequenceGenerationConfig            INTEGER (0..1023),
    ...
}

CSI-RS-Index ::=                    INTEGER (0..maxNrofCSI-RS-ResourcesRRM-1)

-- TAG-CSI-RS-RESOURCECONFIGMOBILITY-STOP
-- ASN1STOP

	CSI-RS-CellMobility field descriptions

	csi-rs-ResourceList-Mobility
List of CSI-RS resources for mobility. The maximum number of CSI-RS resources that can be configured per measObjectNR depends on the configuration of associatedSSB and the support of increasedNumberofCSIRSPerMO capability (see TS 38.214 [19], clause 5.1.6.1.3).

	density
Frequency domain density for the 1-port CSI-RS for L3 mobility. See TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.

	nrofPRBs
Allowed size of the measurement BW in PRBs. See TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.

	startPRB
Starting PRB index of the measurement bandwidth. See TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.



	CSI-RS-ResourceConfigMobility field descriptions

	csi-RS-CellList-Mobility
List of cells for CSI-RS based RRM measurements.

	refServCellIndex
Indicates the serving cell providing the timing reference for CSI-RS resources without associatedSSB. The field may be present only if there is at least one CSI-RS resource configured without associatedSSB. If this field is absent, the UE shall use the timing of the PCell for measurements on the CSI-RS resources without associatedSSB. The CSI-RS resources and the serving cell indicated by refServCellIndex for timing reference should be located in the same band.

	subcarrierSpacing
Subcarrier spacing of CSI-RS.
Only the following values are applicable depending on the used frequency:
FR1:    15, 30, or 60 kHz
FR2-1:  120 or 240 kHz
FR2-2:  120, 480, or 960 kHz



	CSI-RS-Resource-Mobility field descriptions

	associatedSSB
If this field is present, the UE may base the timing of the CSI-RS resource indicated in CSI-RS-Resource-Mobility on the timing of the cell indicated by the cellId in the CSI-RS-CellMobility. In this case, the UE is not required to monitor that CSI-RS resource if the UE cannot detect the SS/PBCH block indicated by this associatedSSB and cellId. If this field is absent, the UE shall base the timing of the CSI-RS resource indicated in CSI-RS-Resource-Mobility on the timing of the serving cell indicated by refServCellIndex. In this case, the UE is required to measure the CSI-RS resource even if SS/PBCH block(s) with cellId in the CSI-RS-CellMobility are not detected.
CSI-RS resources with and without associatedSSB may be configured in accordance with the rules in TS 38.214 [19], clause 5.1.6.1.3.

	csi-RS-Index
CSI-RS resource index associated to the CSI-RS resource to be measured (and used for reporting).

	firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain
Time domain allocation within a physical resource block. The field indicates the first OFDM symbol in the PRB used for CSI-RS, see TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.5.3. Value 2 is supported only when dmrs-TypeA-Position equals pos3.

	frequencyDomainAllocation
Frequency domain allocation within a physical resource block in accordance with TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.5.3 including table 7.4.1.5.2-1. The number of bits that may be set to one depend on the chosen row in that table.

	isQuasiColocated
Indicates that the CSI-RS resource is quasi co-located with the associated SS/PBCH block, see TS 38.214 [19], clause 5.1.6.1.3.

	sequenceGenerationConfig
Scrambling ID for CSI-RS (see TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.5.2).

	slotConfig
Indicates the CSI-RS periodicity (in milliseconds) and for each periodicity the offset (in number of slots). When subcarrierSpacing is set to kHz15, the maximum offset values for periodicities ms4/ms5/ms10/ms20/ms40 are 3/4/9/19/39 slots. When subcarrierSpacing is set to kHz30, the maximum offset values for periodicities ms4/ms5/ms10/ms20/ms40 are 7/9/19/39/79 slots. When subcarrierSpacing is set to kHz60, the maximum offset values for periodicities ms4/ms5/ms10/ms20/ms40 are 15/19/39/79/159 slots. When subcarrierSpacing is set kHz120, the maximum offset values for periodicities ms4/ms5/ms10/ms20/ms40 are 31/39/79/159/319 slots.



[bookmark: _Toc60777223][bookmark: _Toc100930111]–	CSI-RS-ResourceMapping
The IE CSI-RS-ResourceMapping is used to configure the resource element mapping of a CSI-RS resource in time- and frequency domain.
CSI-RS-ResourceMapping information element
-- ASN1START
-- TAG-CSI-RS-RESOURCEMAPPING-START

CSI-RS-ResourceMapping ::=          SEQUENCE {
    frequencyDomainAllocation           CHOICE {
        row1                                BIT STRING (SIZE (4)),
        row2                                BIT STRING (SIZE (12)),
        row4                                BIT STRING (SIZE (3)),
        other                               BIT STRING (SIZE (6))
    },
    nrofPorts                           ENUMERATED {p1,p2,p4,p8,p12,p16,p24,p32},
    firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain         INTEGER (0..13),
    firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain2        INTEGER (2..12)                                                         OPTIONAL,   -- Need R
    cdm-Type                            ENUMERATED {noCDM, fd-CDM2, cdm4-FD2-TD2, cdm8-FD2-TD4},
    density                             CHOICE {
        dot5                                ENUMERATED {evenPRBs, oddPRBs},
        one                                 NULL,
        three                               NULL,
        spare                               NULL
    },
    freqBand                            CSI-FrequencyOccupation,
    ...
}

-- TAG-CSI-RS-RESOURCEMAPPING-STOP
-- ASN1STOP

	CSI-RS-ResourceMapping field descriptions

	cdm-Type
CDM type (see TS 38.214 [19], clause 5.2.2.3.1).

	density
Density of CSI-RS resource measured in RE/port/PRB (see TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.5.3).
Values 0.5 (dot5), 1 (one) and 3 (three) are allowed for X=1, values 0.5 (dot5) and 1 (one) are allowed for X=2, 16, 24 and 32, value 1 (one) is allowed for X=4, 8, 12.
For density = 1/2, includes 1-bit indication for RB level comb offset indicating whether odd or even RBs are occupied by CSI-RS.

	firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain2
Time domain allocation within a physical resource block. See TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.5.3.

	firstOFDMSymbolInTimeDomain
Time domain allocation within a physical resource block. The field indicates the first OFDM symbol in the PRB used for CSI-RS. See TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.5.3. Value 2 is supported only when dmrs-TypeA-Position equals pos3.

	freqBand
Wideband or partial band CSI-RS, (see TS 38.214 [19], clause 5.2.2.3.1).

	frequencyDomainAllocation
Frequency domain allocation within a physical resource block in accordance with TS 38.211 [16], clause 7.4.1.5.3. The applicable row number in table 7.4.1.5.3-1 is determined by the frequencyDomainAllocation for rows 1, 2 and 4, and for other rows by matching the values in the column Ports, Density and CDMtype in table 7.4.1.5.3-1 with the values of nrofPorts, cdm-Type and density below and, when more than one row has the 3 values matching, by selecting the row where the column (k bar, l bar) in table 7.4.1.5.3-1 has indexes for k ranging from 0 to 2*n-1 where n is the number of bits set to 1 in frequencyDomainAllocation.

	nrofPorts
Number of ports (see TS 38.214 [19], clause 5.2.2.3.1).
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