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1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK14][bookmark: OLE_LINK13]Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk53665621]In the RAN2#116bis-e meeting, the remote access issue was raised in [1]. The radio signal can be transmitted and reflected by atmospheric and seawater with little loss, which causes the UE far from a base station may access the base station and perform the RAU, seeing the following figure coming from [1].
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Figure 1. The remote access issue raised in [1]
The remote access will interfere with Covid-19 epidemic prevention and control. In this contribution, we will discuss the remote access issue.

2. Discussion
In [1], the following candidate solutions were presented :
· Current solution 1 - T300 based Qoffsettemp
· Current solution 2 – Network implementation
· Proposed candidate solution 3: UE awareness of remote access and adjust the cell reselection criteria.
Solution 1 and 2 have some drawbacks more or less which were indicated in [1]. Solution 3 is suggested in [1]. With solution 3, the base station broadcasts a TA threshold in the system information to indicate the maximum Timing Advance to access the cell. The UE performs a RACH procedure to obtain the TA value. If the TA value is larger than the TA threshold, the UE can determine that this is remote access, and then the UE deprioritized the current cell and reselects to another cell. 
With solution 3, one issue is when to initiate the RACH procedure: upon reselection to the cell, or when the UE needs to enter RRC connected state? If it is the former, it should be the RRC layer to trigger the RACH. One question is what is used as the Msg3. Also a new RACH trigger event may need to be defined. If it is the latter, additional time delay may be introduced for remote access UE since the UE needs to perform the reselection to another cell.
Observation 1: with solution 3, the details of RACH may need further investigation.
The main motivation for resolving the remote access issue is Covid-19 epidemic prevention and control. Besides solution 3, another candidate method is that the base station identifies the remote access UE via the RACH procedure and then sends the related information to the core network, which can exclude the remote access UE from coronavirus tracking based on the information.
Observation 2: candidate solution 4 (i.e., the base station identifies the remote access UE via RACH procedure and sends the related information to the core network) may be another potential method.
Proposal 1: Kindly ask RAN2 to discuss the potential solutions (e.g., solution 3/4) to resolve the remote access issue.

3. Conclusion
Based on the discussion, we propose the following:
Observation 1: with solution 3, the details of RACH may need further investigation.
Observation 2: candidate solution 4 (i.e., the base station identifies the remote access UE via RACH procedure and sends the related information to the core network) may be another potential method.
Proposal 1: Kindly ask RAN2 to discuss the potential solutions to resolve the remote access issue.
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