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1	Introduction
This document discusses the following issue [1]:
	Handle the questions in R3-221469 LS on NR RRC to support split NR-RAN architecture for NR MBS
	
	Company tdocs invited.


 
2	Discussion
RAN3 asked two questions, 1) Uniqueness of MRB ID within an MBS session, and 2) common lower layer configuration for multiple UEs [2].
[bookmark: _GoBack]RB ID has been unique within a UE so far, irrespective of type of RB, i.e. SRB/DRB/MRB. RAN3 LS mentioned that unique MRB ID within an MBS session allows the use the same MRB ID for all UEs. However, it is still possible under unique MRB ID within a UE. For instance, same MRB ID = x can be commonly used for a particular multicast service served in a cell. There may be a benefit when a gNB serves more than 32 MRBs in a cell. But one UE will be configured with a few multicast MRBs. We see gNB can coordinate the MRB ID space to keep the same MRB for all UEs in the cell. The current RRC specification uses MRB ID for mapping between RLC bearer and PDCP entity. If MRB ID would be unique within an MBS session, MulticastRLC-BearerConfig should additionally include tmgi for identification.
Thus, we do not see any strong reason to break the rule. If MRB ID management issue is really a big problem, it would be better to extend the maximum MRB IDs from 32 to a larger value, e.g. 256.
Proposal 1. MRB ID is unique within a UE.
The next question is about feasibility of using exactly the same lower layer RRC configuration (e.g. CellGroupConfig) for multiple UEs. It may not be always possible but a strong assumption that multiple UEs receiving the same MRB services require exactly same lower layer RRC configuration. For instance, CellGroupConfig configures a number of configurations including physicalCellGroupConfig, mac-CellGroupConfig, RLC-BearerConfig, SCellConfig/SpCellConfig with ServingCellConfig, and so on. We see almost all configurations are UE specific depending on UE’s location, channel status, traffic load, and UE capability. Moreover, the lower layer configuration includes unicast configuration which should be UE specific. A lot of delta configuration signalling to provide UE specific configurations will be needed on top of common configuration for the UEs. Thus, the same lower layer configuration is less efficient and less flexible from RAN2 perspective, although it is possible from signalling perspective. 
Proposal 2. RAN2 replies that using exactly same lower layer configuration for multiple UE is not efficient from RAN2 perspective.
3	Conclusion
Based on the discussion above, RAN2 is requested to agree the following proposals:
Proposal 1. MRB ID is unique within a UE.
Proposal 2. RAN2 replies that using exactly same lower layer configuration for multiple UE is not efficient from RAN2 perspective.
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