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1	Introduction 
The post email discussion on UE capabilities for RedCap has been triggered[1] and as part of the discussion, the topic of 8 DRB for RedCap UE was raised and using this short paper we would like to discuss on the option of allowing RedCap UE to also support more than 8 DRBs. 
2   Discussion
The WID for RedCap has provision for a variety of usecase for RedCap devices including the popular wearable devices which are expected to be used by the users providing services that are comparable to the services provided by the legacy NR devices albeit with lower characteristics (for eg., lower speed). 
For such wearables with use-cases comparable to the legacy NR devices, the number of DRBs used by these services should also be comparable. 
Observation 1: Some Redcap devices operate with use-cases comparable to the legacy NR devices, the number of DRBs used by these services should also be comparable.
The current agreement in RAN2-115e (pasted below) mandates that the RedCap UEs should mandatorily support 8DRB, but does not preclude the case of the RedCap UEs supporting more than 8, (i.,e 16 DRB support that is comparable to the legacy NR devices). 

	Agreements:
1. The number of DRBs supported by RedCap UEs is less than legacy value (which is 16). There will be a single mandatory value (FFS if 4 or 8). FFS if it will be possible to have an optional capability
2. “RRC processing delay” is not relaxed for RedCap UE
3. PDCP/RLC AM 12 bits SN is mandatory for RedCap UE, and PDCP/RLC AM 18bits SN is optional supported by RedCap UE; FFS on how to capture this in specification
4. NE-DC, and (NG)EN-DC are not supported by RedCap UE; FFS on how to capture it in the specification
5. DAPS and CAPC related capabilities are not applicable for RedCap UE; [8/20] FFS on CHO. FFS on how to capture this in the specification;

Agreements via email - from offline 109:
1. Maximum 8 DRBs is mandatory supported by RedCap UEs.
2. From RAN2 perspective, inter RAT mobility related capabilities are applicable for RedCap UE;
3. From RAN2 perspective, measurement related capabilities are applicable for RedCap UE;
4. From RAN2 perspective, URLLC related capabilities are applicable for RedCap UE except those affected by CA/DC;
5. From RAN2 perspective, IAB related capabilities are not applicable for RedCap UE, i.e. the RedCap UE is not expected to act as IAB node;
6. Do not introduce capability signalling on the supported Rx number for RedCap UE since the number of Rx branches for RedCap is implicitly indicated by the corresponding capability parameter maxNumberMIMO-LayersPDSCH in the existing UE capability framework;





Observation 2: Current RAN2 agreement does not preclude the support of >8DRB for RedCap
It would be inefficient to constrict these RedCap UEs to operate with 8 DRBs and it also requires the NW to change the handling by providing the services with lower DRBs, while all of this could be avoided. Therefor we propose that 16DRB support (same as legacy) is optionally allowed for RedCap UEs.
Proposal 1: RedCap UE can optionally support 16 DRBs qualified with a capability.
3	Conclusions
Observation 1: Some Redcap devices operate with use-cases comparable to the legacy NR devices, the number of DRBs used by these services should also be comparable.
Observation 2: Current RAN2 agreement does not preclude the support of >8DRB for RedCap
Proposal 1: RedCap UE can optionally support 16 DRBs qualified with a capability.
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