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1	Introduction
The Rel-17 WI “Extending current NR operation to 71GHz” [1] has the following RAN2 objective:
· Radio interface protocol architecture and procedures [RAN2]:
· For operation in this frequency range: Introduce higher layer support of enhancements listed above that are agreed to be specified.
· Note: RAN2 is to prioritize protocol support of RAN1 design and not on optimizations on items not discussed in RAN1.
The Note above was added in RAN#92-e to provide guidance to RAN2 in prioritizing their work.
The WID [1] also includes the following Note 5, which RAN2 should take into account while working on UE capability and features:
[bookmark: _Hlk58594589]Note 5: FR2 is extended to cover 24.25GHz to 71GHz with FR2-1 for 24.25-52.6GHz and FR2-2 for 52.6-71GHz. 
· The related UE capabilities and their applicability to the frequency range 52.6 to 71 GHz will have to be analysed on a case by case basis
· The application of any of the UE feature introduced for 52.6-71 GHz to existing FR1/FR2 should be discussed case by case.
· TSG RAN specifications shall make it very clear (to readers) that frequency bands in the 52.6-71GHz range are only Release-independent from Rel-17 onwards, to ensure that there is clear industry understanding about which FR2 features are applicable for operation in 52.6-71GHz range.
NOTE 5a: Whenever the FR2 is referred, both FR2-1 and FR2-2 frequency sub-ranges shall be considered in this release, unless otherwise stated.
NOTE 5b: The designations FR2-1 and FR2-2 should only be used when needed.

RAN1 has been working on the WI since RAN1#101e, starting with a Study phase on the evaluation, and the Core part since RAN1#104bis-e. It is expected that the RAN1 will complete the stage-3 work in Q1 2022.
RAN2 TU allocation and work will start in RAN2#115e with a target completion of Q2 2022 per Rel-17 timeline.
In this contribution, we provide a work plan for RAN2 to capture a timeline of the RAN2 meetings and the expected progress in each meeting.
2	Workplan
The focus for RAN2 will be analysing the impact of RAN1 and RAN4 enhancements to RRC and User Plane protocols and introduce the necessary changes. 
Since RAN1 work on 52.6 – 71 Ghz builds upon Rel-16 NR-U and Rel-15/16 FR2 design, it can be expected that many of the RAN2 features introduced for these can be re-used or extended to some degree.
A substantial amount of work in Rel-16 NR-U was introducing the RRC parameters and new UE capabilities agreed by RAN1, especially towards the end of the WI. It is expected that a similar effort will be needed in Rel-17 WI as well. However, such work can start after RAN1 sends the list of such parameters and capabilities. This can realistically start only in Q1 2022.
RAN2 can also work on upper layer enhancements aimed at optimizing operation at higher frequencies more efficient. These can for instance be for user plane (MAC/RLC/PDCP), RLM, and RRM. However, per RAN guideline, these will not be the first priority for RAN2 and should not impact the completion of the essential work based on the WI objectives.

The Table below summarizes a timeline for RAN2. The timeline and the TU allocation are based on the updated WID agreed in RAN#92-e which can be further revised in the upcoming plenary meetings.

Table 1: Timeline for RAN2 work
	Meeting Number
	TU
	Task

	RAN2#115e
	0.5
	· Start discussion on impacts on higher layer to support of enhancements agreed by RAN1 and RAN4
· Start discussion on UE capability structure based on the RAN plenary guidance (See Note 5 above in the WID)
· With lower priority, start discussion any possible upper layer enhancement which can benefit operation above 51.6 Ghz.

	RAN#93e
	
	

	#116e
	0.5
	· Continue discussion on impacts on higher layer to support of enhancements agreed by RAN1 and RAN4
· Conclude Stage-2 level issues
· Start discussion on Stage-3 level issues
· Start running Stage-2 CR and Stage-3 CRs
· With lower priority, continue discussion on possible upper layer enhancements

	RAN#94e
	
	

	RAN2#116bis-e
(TBC)
	0.5
	· Continue working on Stage-3 issues
· Update running Stage-2 and Stage-3 CRs
· With lower priority, continue discussion on possible upper layer enhancements

	[bookmark: _Hlk20474188]RAN2#117-e
	0.5
	· Finalize upper layer Stage-3 issues and any possible enhancements
· Approve Stage-2 CRs


	RAN#96e
	
	Rel-17 freeze

	RAN2#117bis-e
	0.5 (TBC)
	· Finalize and approve Stage-3 CRs, including RAN1 parameters

	RAN2#118-e
	0.5
(TBC)
	· Finalize and approve Stage-3 CRs, including RAN1 parameters

	RAN#97e
	
	ASN.1 freeze
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