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	Reason for change:
	Under some situations, the MAC may generate MAC PDUs that includes only padding BSR or periodic BSR that indicates there is no data in any LCG. For instance, the MAC may instruct PHY to transmit such MAC PDU for purposes of UCI multiplexing (due to overlapping between PUSCH and PUCCH). When these MAC PDUs are stored in the HARQ processes, it is undesirable for certain Rel-16 features including Autonomous Transmission for IIoT.
In particular, when such MAC PDU is generated for a CG configured with autonomous transmission, the UE may fetch this MAC PDU without user data for new transmission on the subsequent CG occasion if it was deprioritized earlier, and this prevents transmission of new user data from using this subsequent CG resource, which causes unnecessary delay that is very undesirable for IIoT use cases.
Moreover, transmitting padding/periodic BSR that is already included in this MAC PDU may cause the UE to “miss out” the opportunity to update the buffer status, and the gNB and the UE may become out-of-sync regarding the knowledge on the data availability in the UE buffer.
Based on the discussion in R2-2108283, one option to resolve this issue is to flush this MAC PDU from the HARQ buffer directly when it is deprioritized. This CR proposes the specification modification to capture such option.

	
	

	Summary of change:
	Adding a step in intra-UE prioritization procedure, wherein if the PUSCH of the deprioritized grant has already started and its MAC PDU includes only periodic BSR indicating no data or only padding BSR, the MAC PDU is flushed from the HARQ buffer.

Impact analysis
Impacted functionality: LCH-based prioritization
Inter-operability: 
There is no inter-operability issue

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	The performance of IIoT features may be negatively impacted due to unnecessary latency caused by invaluable autonomous transmission of MAC PDU without any user data but only padding/periodic BSR, which violates the original motivation of the autonomous transmission feature.
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First Modified Subclause
[bookmark: _Toc29239833][bookmark: _Toc37296192][bookmark: _Toc46490318][bookmark: _Toc52752013][bookmark: _Toc52796475][bookmark: _Toc76574158]5.4	UL-SCH data transfer
[bookmark: _Toc29239834][bookmark: _Toc37296193][bookmark: _Toc46490319][bookmark: _Toc52752014][bookmark: _Toc52796476][bookmark: _Toc76574159]5.4.1	UL Grant reception
Uplink grant is either received dynamically on the PDCCH, in a Random Access Response, configured semi-persistently by RRC or determined to be associated with the PUSCH resource of MSGA as specified in clause 5.1.2a. The MAC entity shall have an uplink grant to transmit on the UL-SCH. To perform the requested transmissions, the MAC layer receives HARQ information from lower layers. An uplink grant addressed to CS-RNTI with NDI = 0 is considered as a configured uplink grant. An uplink grant addressed to CS-RNTI with NDI = 1 is considered as a dynamic uplink grant.
If the MAC entity has a C-RNTI, a Temporary C-RNTI, or CS-RNTI, the MAC entity shall for each PDCCH occasion and for each Serving Cell belonging to a TAG that has a running timeAlignmentTimer and for each grant received for this PDCCH occasion:
1>	if an uplink grant for this Serving Cell has been received on the PDCCH for the MAC entity's C-RNTI or Temporary C-RNTI; or
1>	if an uplink grant has been received in a Random Access Response:
2>	if the uplink grant is for MAC entity's C-RNTI and if the previous uplink grant delivered to the HARQ entity for the same HARQ process was either an uplink grant received for the MAC entity's CS-RNTI or a configured uplink grant:
3>	consider the NDI to have been toggled for the corresponding HARQ process regardless of the value of the NDI.
2>	if the uplink grant is for MAC entity's C-RNTI, and the identified HARQ process is configured for a configured uplink grant:
3>	start or restart the configuredGrantTimer for the corresponding HARQ process, if configured.
3>	stop the cg-RetransmissionTimer for the corresponding HARQ process, if running.
2>	deliver the uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity.
1>	else if an uplink grant for this PDCCH occasion has been received for this Serving Cell on the PDCCH for the MAC entity's CS-RNTI:
2>	if the NDI in the received HARQ information is 1:
3>	consider the NDI for the corresponding HARQ process not to have been toggled;
3>	start or restart the configuredGrantTimer for the corresponding HARQ process, if configured;
3>	stop the cg-RetransmissionTimer for the corresponding HARQ process, if running;
3>	deliver the uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity.
2>	else if the NDI in the received HARQ information is 0:
3>	if PDCCH contents indicate configured grant Type 2 deactivation:
4>	trigger configured uplink grant confirmation.
3>	else if PDCCH contents indicate configured grant Type 2 activation:
4>	trigger configured uplink grant confirmation;
4>	store the uplink grant for this Serving Cell and the associated HARQ information as configured uplink grant;
4>	initialise or re-initialise the configured uplink grant for this Serving Cell to start in the associated PUSCH duration and to recur according to rules in clause 5.8.2;
4>	stop the configuredGrantTimer for the corresponding HARQ process, if running;
4>	stop the cg-RetransmissionTimer for the corresponding HARQ process, if running.
For each Serving Cell and each configured uplink grant, if configured and activated, the MAC entity shall:
1>	if the MAC entity is configured with lch-basedPrioritization, and the PUSCH duration of the configured uplink grant does not overlap with the PUSCH duration of an uplink grant received in a Random Access Response or with the PUSCH duration of an uplink grant addressed to Temporary C-RNTI or the PUSCH duration of a MSGA payload for this Serving Cell; or
1>	if the MAC entity is not configured with lch-basedPrioritization, and the PUSCH duration of the configured uplink grant does not overlap with the PUSCH duration of an uplink grant received on the PDCCH or in a Random Access Response or the PUSCH duration of a MSGA payload for this Serving Cell:
2>	set the HARQ Process ID to the HARQ Process ID associated with this PUSCH duration;
2>	if, for the corresponding HARQ process, the configuredGrantTimer is not running and cg-RetransmissionTimer is not configured (i.e. new transmission):
3>	consider the NDI bit for the corresponding HARQ process to have been toggled;
3>	deliver the configured uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity.
2>	else if the cg-RetransmissionTimer for the corresponding HARQ process is configured and not running, then for the corresponding HARQ process:
[bookmark: _Hlk23460335]3>	if the configuredGrantTimer is not running, and the HARQ process is not pending (i.e. new transmission):
4>	consider the NDI bit to have been toggled;
4>	deliver the configured uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity.
3>	else if the previous uplink grant delivered to the HARQ entity for the same HARQ process was a configured uplink grant (i.e. retransmission on configured grant):
[bookmark: _Hlk23460367]4>	deliver the configured uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity.
For configured uplink grants neither configured with harq-ProcID-Offset2 nor with cg-RetransmissionTimer, the HARQ Process ID associated with the first symbol of a UL transmission is derived from the following equation:
HARQ Process ID = [floor(CURRENT_symbol/periodicity)] modulo nrofHARQ-Processes
For configured uplink grants with harq-ProcID-Offset2, the HARQ Process ID associated with the first symbol of a UL transmission is derived from the following equation:
HARQ Process ID = [floor(CURRENT_symbol / periodicity)] modulo nrofHARQ-Processes + harq-ProcID-Offset2
where CURRENT_symbol = (SFN × numberOfSlotsPerFrame × numberOfSymbolsPerSlot + slot number in the frame × numberOfSymbolsPerSlot + symbol number in the slot), and numberOfSlotsPerFrame and numberOfSymbolsPerSlot refer to the number of consecutive slots per frame and the number of consecutive symbols per slot, respectively as specified in TS 38.211 [8].
[bookmark: _Hlk23499210][bookmark: _Hlk23787129]For configured uplink grants configured with cg-RetransmissionTimer, the UE implementation selects an HARQ Process ID among the HARQ process IDs available for the configured grant configuration. For HARQ Process ID selection, the UE shall prioritize retransmissions before initial transmissions. The UE shall toggle the NDI in the CG-UCI for new transmissions and not toggle the NDI in the CG-UCI in retransmissions.
NOTE 1:	CURRENT_symbol refers to the symbol index of the first transmission occasion of a bundle of configured uplink grant.
NOTE 2:	A HARQ process is configured for a configured uplink grant where neither harq-ProcID-Offset nor harq-ProcID-Offset2 is configured, if the configured uplink grant is activated and the associated HARQ process ID is less than nrofHARQ-Processes. A HARQ process is configured for a configured uplink grant where harq-ProcID-Offset2 is configured, if the configured uplink grant is activated and the associated HARQ process ID is greater than or equal to harq-ProcID-Offset2 and less than sum of harq-ProcID-Offset2 and nrofHARQ-Processes for the configured grant configuration.
NOTE 3:	If the MAC entity receives a grant in a Random Access Response (i.e. MAC RAR or fallbackRAR) or determines a grant as specified in clause 5.1.2a for MSGA payload and if the MAC entity also receives an overlapping grant for its C-RNTI or CS-RNTI, requiring concurrent transmissions on the SpCell, the MAC entity may choose to continue with either the grant for its RA-RNTI/MSGB-RNTI/the MSGA payload transmission or the grant for its C-RNTI or CS-RNTI.
NOTE 4:	In case of unaligned SFN across carriers in a cell group, the SFN of the concerned Serving Cell is used to calculate the HARQ Process ID used for configured uplink grants.
NOTE 5:	If cg-RetransmissionTimer is not configured, a HARQ process is not shared between different configured grant configurations in the same BWP.
For the MAC entity configured with lch-basedPrioritization, priority of an uplink grant is determined by the highest priority among priorities of the logical channels that are multiplexed (i.e. the MAC PDU to transmit is already stored in the HARQ buffer) or have data available that can be multiplexed (i.e. the MAC PDU to transmit is not stored in the HARQ buffer) in the MAC PDU, according to the mapping restrictions as described in clause 5.4.3.1.2. The priority of an uplink grant for which no data for logical channels is multiplexed or can be multiplexed in the MAC PDU is lower than either the priority of an uplink grant for which data for any logical channels is multiplexed or can be multiplexed in the MAC PDU or the priority of the logical channel triggering an SR.
For the MAC entity configured with lch-basedPrioritization, if the corresponding PUSCH transmission of a configured uplink grant is cancelled by CI-RNTI as specified in clause 11.2A of TS 38.213 [6] or cancelled by a high PHY-priority PUCCH transmission as specified in clause 9 of TS 38.213 [6], this configured uplink grant is considered as a de-prioritized uplink grant. If this deprioritized uplink grant is configured with autonomousTx, the configuredGrantTimer for the corresponding HARQ process of this de-prioritized uplink grant shall be stopped if it is running.
When the MAC entity is configured with lch-basedPrioritization, for each uplink grant delivered to the HARQ entity and whose associated PUSCH can be transmitted by lower layers, the MAC entity shall:
1>	if this uplink grant is received in a Random Access Response (i.e. in a MAC RAR or fallback RAR), or addressed to Temporary C-RNTI, or is determined as specified in clause 5.1.2a for the transmission of the MSGA payload:
2>	consider this uplink grant as a prioritized uplink grant.
1>	else if this uplink grant is addressed to CS-RNTI with NDI = 1 or C-RNTI:
2>	if there is no overlapping PUSCH duration of a configured uplink grant which was not already de-prioritized, in the same BWP whose priority is higher than the priority of the uplink grant; and
2>	if there is no overlapping PUCCH resource with an SR transmission which was not already de-prioritized and the priority of the logical channel that triggered the SR is higher than the priority of the uplink grant:
3>	consider this uplink grant as a prioritized uplink grant;
3>	consider the other overlapping uplink grant(s), if any, as a de-prioritized uplink grant(s);
3>	consider the other overlapping SR transmission(s), if any, as a de-prioritized SR transmission(s).
1>	else if this uplink grant is a configured uplink grant:
2>	if there is no overlapping PUSCH duration of another configured uplink grant which was not already de-prioritized, in the same BWP, whose priority is higher than the priority of the uplink grant; and
2>	if there is no overlapping PUSCH duration of an uplink grant addressed to CS-RNTI with NDI = 1 or C-RNTI which was not already de-prioritized, in the same BWP, whose priority is higher than or equal to the priority of the uplink grant; and
2>	if there is no overlapping PUCCH resource with an SR transmission which was not already de-prioritized and the priority of the logical channel that triggered the SR is higher than the priority of the uplink grant:
3>	consider this uplink grant as a prioritized uplink grant;
3>	consider the other overlapping uplink grant(s), if any, as a de-prioritized uplink grant(s);
3>	if the de-prioritized uplink grant(s) is a configured uplink grant configured with autonomousTx whose PUSCH has already started:
4>	stop the configuredGrantTimer for the corresponding HARQ process of the de-prioritized uplink grant(s).
4> if the MAC PDU of the de-prioritized uplink grant(s) includes only the periodic BSR indicating there is no data available for any LCG, or if the MAC PDU includes only the padding BSR:
      5> flush the HARQ buffer of the identified HARQ process of the de-prioritized uplink grant(s).
[bookmark: _Hlk34410642]3>	consider the other overlapping SR transmission(s), if any, as a de-prioritized SR transmission(s).
NOTE 6:	If the MAC entity is configured with lch-basedPrioritization and if there is overlapping PUSCH duration of at least two configured uplink grants whose priorities are equal, the prioritized uplink grant is determined by UE implementation.
NOTE 7:	If the MAC entity is not configured with lch-basedPrioritization and if there is overlapping PUSCH duration of at least two configured uplink grants, it is up to UE implementation to choose one of the configured uplink grants.
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