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1	Introduction
After the Rel-16 functional and ASN.1 freeze, the maintenance phase for Rel-16 NR V2X has started with the target to correct important issues or problem that make the current version of the RAN specification not implementable. However, this does not mean that new functionality or enhancements can be still proposed and discussed.
Since in the last RAN2 meetings there are still proposals for introducing new functionalities and feature to Rel-16 NR V2X, this contribution address how those new proposals should be handled.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
The common understanding after the functional and ASN.1 freeze of a 3GPP release, should be that no new functionalities or features should be introduced either in the procedural text or in the ASN.1. Of course, this is not a hard statement since there may still be cases where changes or fixes to the existing specifications are needed which may also lead to NBC changes or behaviours.
[bookmark: _Toc71564793]After the functional and ASN.1 freeze of a 3GPP release, no new functionalities or features should be introduced either in the procedural text or in the ASN.1.
In the last RAN2 meeting, it was observed that still companies are keen to propose new functionalities or enhancements to be introduced into Rel-16, even if this release is already frozen. Even if those proposals individually may sound harmless, still a lot of online and offline time is consumed to discuss them and given the limited time we have generally during the RAN2 meeting this is not desirable.
[bookmark: _Toc71564794]Discussing new feature or enhancements for the frozen Rel-16 take away precious online and offline time during the RAN2 meeting.
Having said this, the main target of the maintenance phase (regardless this is for Rel-16 NR V2X or not) should be to allow only changes necessary to fix error and mistakes to the existing specifications. On top of this, even if a change may be necessary, this should also be done in a backward compatible way, whenever possible. 
[bookmark: _Toc71564795]The main target of the Rel-16 maintenance phase (regardless this is for Rel-16 NR V2X or not) should be to allow only changes necessary to fix error and mistake to the existing specifications.
Given the trend observed in the last RAN2 meeting, it is important for RAN2 to confirm that new features and enhancements should not be discussed during the Rel-16 maintenance phase and that only fixes and corrections on something that does not work should be allowed. This of course does not want to forbid companies to submit their point of view on certain topic, but RAN2 should confirm that new features and enhancements such as those proposed now for Rel-16 should instead be submitted in the close to come TEI17  WI, if suitable. Therefore, we propose:
[bookmark: _Toc71564796]RAN2 to confirm that new features and enhancements for Rel-16 NR V2X (that are not fixing problems in current specifications) shall not be treated online and/or offline during the Rel-16 maintenance phase.
[bookmark: _Toc71564797]New features and enhancements for Rel-16 NR V2X can be submitted and addressed under the TEI WI, if suitable.
Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	After the functional and ASN.1 freeze of a 3GPP release, no new functionalities or features should be introduced either in the procedural text or in the ASN.1.
Observation 2	Discussing new feature or enhancements for the frozen Rel-16 take away precious online and offline time during the RAN2 meeting.
Observation 3	The main target of the Rel-16 maintenance phase (regardless this is for Rel-16 NR V2X or not) should be to allow only changes necessary to fix error and mistake to the existing specifications.

Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	RAN2 to confirm that new features and enhancements for Rel-16 NR V2X (that are not fixing problems in current specifications) shall not be treated online and/or offline during the Rel-16 maintenance phase.
Proposal 2	New features and enhancements for Rel-16 NR V2X can be submitted and addressed under the TEI WI, if suitable.
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