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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 thanks RAN4 for their enquiry on the topic of RRC based BWP switching and would like to provide the below responses to the questions asked. 
1. On whether RRC reconfiguration can change any parameter of the already active BWP of an activated SCell or SpCell.

Response: The NW can change the parameters of an already active BWP of an SPCell or an SCell that are part of the UE dedicated BWP configuration which are carried within the IEs BWP-DownlinkDedicated and BWP-UplinkDedicated. 
For both SpCell and SCell, the network can change the parameters of IE BWP-DownlinkCommon and BWP-UplinkCommon for a BWP which is not active, by releasing the BWP and adding it again. This can be done in a single RRC reconfiguration message.
For the SpCell, the network can release the active BWP (along with other configured BWPs) and add new BWPs in a single reconfiguration message, where the network provides the new active BWP with firstActiveDownlinkBWP-Id and firstActiveUplinkBWP-Id. 
For the SCell, the network can only release the active BWP by releasing the SCell and adding a new SCell with the updated BWP config. But the network can release/modify configured but not active BWPs for an SCell without releasing the SCell. All of this can be done in a single RRC reconfiguration message.

2. On whether this RRC reconfiguration without modification of firstActiveDownlinkBWP-Id or firstActiveUplinkBWP-Id for an activated SCell or SpCell can trigger a BWP switch.

Response: The network can change the BWP for the UE with RRC message using firstActiveDownlinkBWP-Id and firstActiveUplinkBWP-Id and such BWP switching operation is only allowed on the SPCell. 
However, the network can also facilitate a BWP change for SCell, by releasing the SCell and adding another SCell with the same configuration but with different BWP config in a single RRC reconfiguration message, which can translate to a BWP switch. 

Further more, RAN2 would like to clarify the RAN4 understanding that the firstActiveDownlinkBWP-Id or firstActiveUplinkBWP-Id defined in TS 38.331 can be changed only for SpCell upon SPCell addition and for SCell upon addition where the UE uses this upon the SCell activation. In Rel-16, the SCell can be activated upon SCell addition using RRC message.



2. To RAN WG2 group. 
ACTION: RAN2 requests RAN4 to take the above responses into consideration. 

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG4 Meetings:
TSG RAN WG2   Meeting #113-bis-e                   Apr 12 – 20 , 2021	         Online
TSG RAN WG2   Meeting #114-e            	   May 19–  27 , 2021            Online



