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1   Introduction
In this tdoc we focus on one of the major RAN1-led WI objectives of the Rel-17 IAB work – “Duplexing enhancements” – and its potential impact on RAN2. We outline 3 key ongoing issues and for each propose a way forward for RAN2
2   Discussion
One of the key issues is intra-carrier DC. As a reminder, IAB-MT features are (by and large) a subset of UE features. Intra-carrier DC in IAB would mean that IAB-MTs have to support a major new architectural feature, for which there is yet no support for “regular” UEs. Additionally, the Rel-17 IAB TU allocation presents an additional concern – it is difficult to justify the use of valuable time on a feature that is not supported by “regular” UEs, and whose benefits are unclear, when there are so many more pressing issues. For instance, in our view the focus of DC work should be on any enhancements to inter-carrier DC first.
Intra-carrier DC was discussed at the last RAN Plenary (#90-e) with no consensus achieved. The following agreement was reached:

“TSG RAN #91 to revisit the support of intra-carrier DC for IAB in Rel-17 based on the overall progress of the WI.”

We think that the RANP is indeed the right place to continue this discussion, and that the focus of RAN2 for the time being should be on 2 major ongoing issues (fairness/latency/congestion, and topology adaptation):

Proposal 1: The open issue of intra-carrier DC should be further deferred in line with agreement reached at RAN#90-e.
Another key issue for Rel-17 IAB is inter-donor DC. This is something where RAN3 should have priority in our opinion:
Proposal 2: The open issue of inter-donor DC will not be discussed in RAN2 without request/input from RAN3.
And finally, on the issue of simultaneous operation, while there may be work there for RAN2 later in the WI, at this stage we could not identify anything of concern to RAN2 and therefore we propose the following:

Proposal 3: The open issue of simultaneous operation (transmission and/or reception) of IAB-node’s child and parent links will not be discussed in RAN2 without request/input from RAN1.
3   Conclusions
In this tdoc we addressed the key high-level open issues to do with duplexing enhancements in Rel-17 IAB, and proposed the following:
Proposal 4: The open issue of intra-carrier DC should be further deferred in line with agreement reached at RAN#90-e.
Proposal 5: The open issue of inter-donor DC will not be discussed in RAN2 without request/input from RAN3.
Proposal 6: The open issue of simultaneous operation (transmission and/or reception) of IAB-node’s child and parent links will not be discussed in RAN2 without request/input from RAN1.[image: image1.png]



