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1 Introduction

RAN2 has discussed and studied requirements and scenarios for service continuity through the email discussion [1]. From [1], there remains an issue about the need of enhancement using AS layer solution for L3 UE-to-Network relaying.
This contribution is to discuss the open issue about service continuity via L3 U2N relaying.
2 Discussion
Regarding service continuity solution approach, SA2 made an analysis on service continuity support via L3 UE-to-Network relaying in [2] that the service continuity requirement can be achieved by application layer mechanisms for various use cases.

	According to the definition of service continuity in TS 22.261 [3] and TS 23.501 [6], it can be seen that "service continuity" is different from "session continuity" by definition, and service continuity can be achieved at application layer regardless of IP address preservation:

-
For Mission Critical Service in Public Safety, service continuity can be achieved by the application layer mechanism, e.g. as described in Annex B in TS 23.280 [29].

-
For commercial IMS use cases, service continuity can be achieved using mechanisms described in TS 23.237 [30].

-
For commercial use cases with application layer out of 3GPP scope (e.g. non IMS), service continuity can be achieved using similar way, e.g. QUIC.

It is noted that all of the above application layer mechanisms can be reused for Layer-3 UE-to-Network Relay without any enhancements in this study item.



As discussed and analysed in [1], for L3 U2N relaying majority views confirm that the service continuity requirement can be met with the basic path switching procedure and application layer solutions. 

	The assumed basic path switching procedure for L3 U2N relay in AS layer:
· Step 1: Remote UE (re)selects the target cell or target relay UE 

(where the discovery procedure before target selection is studied by separate topic);

(where the selection procedure/criteria among candidate cells and candidate relay UEs is studied by separate topic)
· Step 2: Remote UE establishes the new connection at the selected target cell or target relay UE, like the initial connection establishment (after releasing the source path);

· Step 3: The data path switching.


Regarding whether to study enhanced AS layer solutions for service continuity, we think that RAN2 should focus on the study of basic AS layer procedures first which can be used with upper layer solutions for service continuity. Since it is assumed that solution approaches are available to meet the service continuity requirement, the study on enhanced feature could be deferred to later release.

Therefore we propose to rely on the application solutions and to deprioritize further study on AS layer enhancement for L3 U2N relaying service continuity.

Proposal 1. RAN2 is asked to deprioritize the study on enhanced AS layer solution for L3 U2N relaying service continuity.

3 Conclusion

RAN2 is requested to discuss and capture the following proposals:
Proposal 1. RAN2 is asked to deprioritize the study on enhanced AS layer solution for L3 U2N relaying service continuity.
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