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1	Introduction
This paper proposed a work plan for the Release 17 study item “Study on enhancement of RAN Slicing”. 
2	Background
A Release 17 study item “Study on enhancement of RAN Slicing” was approved in RAN#86. The following are the objectives of this work item:
	The study item aims to investigate enhancement on RAN support of network slicing. Detailed objectives of the study item are:
1. Study mechanisms to enable UE fast access to the cell supporting the intended slice, including [RAN2]
a. Slice based cell reselection under network control
b. Slice based RACH configuration or access barring
 Note: whether the existing mechanism can meet this scenario or requirement can be studied.

2. Study necessity and mechanisms to support service continuity, including [RAN3]
a. For intra-RAT handover service interruption, e.g. target gNB doesn’t support the UE’s ongoing slice, study slice re-mapping, fallback, and data forwarding procedures. Coordination with SA2 is needed. 

Note: This study item should take SA2 output on slicing enhancement into consideration if RAN impacts are identified.
Note: The use of RAN slicing in given cells shall not prevent from accessibility for Rel-15 and Rel-16 UEs.



3	Discussion
3.1	Work plan and task break down per RAN WG
Following table details the work plan in terms of tasks for different RAN WG. It also shows the time line and planned allocation of time units for each meeting.

	Meeting time
	WG and TUs
	Work plan

	Aug. 2020
RAN2#111e
RAN3#109e
	RAN2: 0.5 TU
	Discuss on scenarios and solutions for the following two issues to enable UE fast access to the cell supporting the intended slice:
· Slice based cell reselection under network control
· Slice based RACH configuration or access barring

	
	RAN3: 0.5 TU
	Discuss on scenarios and solutions to support service continuity:
· For intra-RAT handover service interruption, e.g. target gNB doesn’t support the UE’s ongoing slice, study slice re-mapping, fallback, and data forwarding procedures. 
· Discussion based on SA2 LS.
· Coordination with SA2 if needed. 

	Nov 2020
RAN2#112e
RAN3#110e
	RAN2: 0.5 TU
	Further discuss on the solutions:
· Slice based cell reselection under network control
· Slice based RACH configuration or access barring

	
	RAN3: 0.5 TU
	Further discuss on the solutions:
· For intra-RAT handover service interruption, e.g. target gNB doesn’t support the UE’s ongoing slice, study slice re-mapping, fallback, and data forwarding procedures. 
· Coordination with SA2 if needed.

	
	For RAN2 and RAN3, conclusions on the respective objectives of the study and make recommendations for the WI phase



4	Conclusion
This paper provided a work plan for the study item.
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