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[bookmark: _GoBack]1.	Introduction
In this contribution, we would like to discuss SA2 LS [1] and considerations for further discussion to support RAN Slicing. 

2.	Discussion 
2.1.	Discussion on SA2 LS
In SA2 LS [1], an issue on cell selection when the frequency bands are combined with network slices has been raised. Referring to Reply LSes from RAN3[2] and SA1[3], we would like to show our views in this contribution. 
For customized network management, the network operator may configure frequency bands to be mapped with particular network slice(s). When the UE is located in the coverage overlapped with different cells where one cell supports all Requested S-NSSAI(s) from the UE and the other cell does support none of the Requested S-NSSAI(s), the UE may select the cell not supporting none of Requested S-NSSAI per existing cell (re)selection mechanism. This may not be a critical issue from the UE aspect because the UE may receive REGISTRATION ACCEPT including default S-NSSAI and continue the procedure. However, in the worst case, the UE may need to deregister from the network.   
According to attached document in the LS, the current RFSP (Radio Frequency Selection Priority) mechanism does not resolve the identified issue. It also mentions that the determination of allowed NSSAI and RFSP are within the scope of SA2 and it is proposed to study how 5GC can assist to select a proper frequency band that can sufficiently support the network slices that the UE can use. Since SA2 sent out this LS, SA2 has not completed the discussion on this yet. Therefore, we suggest to wait for SA2 output to solve the identified issue. 
Proposal 1. Suggest to wait for SA2 output to solve the identified issue in the LS. 

2.1.	Considerations on RAN Slicing in Rel-17
The following is objectives for RAN Slicing SI. 
	1. Study mechanisms to enable UE fast access to the cell supporting the intended slice, including [RAN2]
a. Slice based cell reselection under network control
b. Slice based RACH configuration or access barring
 Note: whether the existing mechanism can meet this scenario or requirement can be studied.

Note: This study item should take SA2 output on slicing enhancement into consideration if RAN impacts are identified.
Note: The use of RAN slicing in given cells shall not prevent from accessibility for Rel-15 and Rel-16 UEs.



To discuss solutions and suggest enhancement on RAN functionality, outputs from other WGs, especially SA2, are important to save discussion time especially during electronic meetings. To enhance RAN functionality in RAN2, slice configuration may need to be exchanged between the UE and the gNB. As network slice configuration is up to network operators, what kind of slice information could be informed in RAN is questionable, considering security as well as signaling overhead. As far as we know, SA2 has different understandings regarding operating frequency configuration among TAs/RA and started discussion on this issue. So, we prefer to wait for SA2 progress and start RAN2 discussion if RAN impacts are identified by SA2 in Rel-17.       
Proposal 2. Suggest to begin RAN2 discussion on RAN Slicing if RAN impacts are identified by SA2 in Rel-17. 


3.	Conclusion
Based on the discussion, we propose the following: 
Proposal 1. Suggest to wait for SA2 output to solve the identified issue in the LS. 
Proposal 2. Suggest to begin RAN2 discussion on RAN Slicing if RAN impacts are identified by SA2 in Rel-17. 
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