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Introduction
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Discussion 
Which fields within BAP-Config should be stored upon going RRC_INACTIVE
Upon going to RRC_INACTIVE, IAB MT needs to store BAP configuration. Upon going RRC_INACTIVE, all radio parameters are stored as part of UE Inactive AS Context, and this principle should be applied to IAB MT BAP configuration as well. The BAP-Config-r16 IE include up to three fields. We need to discuss which of those IEs should be stored or precluded from storing. 
BAP-Config-r16 ::=                      SEQUENCE {
    bap-Address-r16                        BIT STRING (SIZE (10)),
    defaultUL-BAProutingID-r16             BAP-Routing-ID-r16                OPTIONAL, -- Need FFS
    defaultUL-BH-RLC-Channel-r16           BH-LogicalChannelIdentity-r16     OPTIONAL, -- Need M
    ...
}


We observe that:
· bap-Address is a static value and can be reused after resume. Hence, this value needs to be stored. 
· defaultUL-BAProutingID and defaultUL-BH-RLC-Channel are only used for boot-strapping of IAB nodes, and after that this fields are not used any more. Hence, these IEs does not need to be stored.   
Hence, we propose:
Proposal 1: Upon entering RRC_INACTIVE, IAB-MT only stores bap-Address as part of UE inactive context. 

Do we need to specify “suspension of BAP entity”?
There are a couple of angles to consider when discussing whether to specify “suspension of BAP entity” or not. 
Angle1: Any special handling required for BAP configuration in RRC_INACTIVE?
There are several occurrences of “suspension” in RRC specifications. For example, there are such suspension cases as RRC connection suspension, RB suspension, cell group transmission suspension. In addition, suspension of PDCP is specified in RRC, and corresponding PDCP operations such as handling of state variables are specified in PDCP spec. 
When it comes to BAP entity, we observe that BAP entity has no state variables to be specially treated upon going RRC_INACTIVE. Hence, no special handling is required for BAP entity of IAB MT in RRC_INACTIVE, i.e., there is no technical point to specify “suspension of BAP entity” from this perspective. 
Angle2: Do we allow (temporary) IAB-DU operations in RRC_INACTIVE
While IAB-MT is in RRC_INACTIVE, the transmission/reception between the IAB-MT and its parent is certainly suspended, according to existing procedures applied to normal UEs in RRC_INACTIVE. However, it is not clear if transmission/reception between the IAB-DU side and its child nodes should be suspended or not. Certainly suspension is one option. We observe that spension is not the only viable option because the IAB DU may temporarily keep communicating with its child(s), depending on implementation. That means, if DU operations in RRC_INACTIVE should be considered as one possible implementation option, we should not specify “suspension of BAP” and etc. In contrast, if DU operations in RRC_INACTIVE should be suspended for some reasons, we may need to consider specifying “suspension of BAP entity” in 38.331 and corresponding general text in 38.340, if needed, given that the specified text would be useful for unified IAB DU operations as intended. So, we propose RAN2 first discuss the intended behaviour for IAB-DU side when IAB-MT is in RRC_INACTIVE and then decide whether to specify suspension of BAP or not. .
Proposal 2: Discuss if DU operations towards child nodes/UEs can be continued in RRC_INACTIVE, and then conclude if “suspension of BAP” needs to be specified or not.  

Conclusion 
This paper discusses the issue of supporting RRC_INACTIVE and its specification impacts, and proposes the following:
Proposal 1: Upon entering RRC_INACTIVE, IAB-MT only stores bap-Address as part of UE inactive context. 
Proposal 2: Discuss if DU operations towards child nodes/UEs can be continued in RRC_INACTIVE, and conclude if “suspension of BAP” needs to be specified or not.  


