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1 Introduction

In this contribution, we discuss the left issues on NE-DC.
2 Discussion
Triggered by LS of R2-2002221 and LS-reply in R1-2002792, RAN1 further clarify the support of NGEN-DC/NE-DC has no difference comparing with EN-DC, as clarified in a previous LS R1-1814106
Agreement:
The LS is agreed with the following replacements for the answers to questions Q4 and Q5.

· Answer for Q4: There are no physical layer features that are dependent on whether NGEN-DC or EN-DC is deployed. From RAN1 perspective, assuming there is no difference in which features are mandatory/optional between NGEN-DC and EN-DC and not considering IODT aspects, the UE capabilities for NGEN-DC can re-use all reported EN-DC capabilities. If IODT aspects are considered, it is possible that different features may be deployed for NGEN-DC and EN-DC and the band combinations or deployed functionality in the set of band combinations that are used/tested may be different, in which case, some IODT differentiation may be necessary. Decisions regarding IODT aspects should be made at the RAN plenary.

· Answer for Q5: There are no physical layer features, other than dynamic power sharing, that are dependent on whether NE-DC or EN-DC is deployed. From RAN1 perspective, not considering IODT aspects, the UE capabilities for NE-DC can re-use all reported EN-DC capabilities, except that for dynamic power sharing. If IODT aspects are considered, it is possible that different features may be deployed for NE-DC and EN-DC and the band combinations or deployed functionality in the set of band combinations that are used/tested may be different, in which case, some IODT differentiation may be necessary. Decisions regarding IODT aspects should be made at the RAN plenary. 

However, if checking the current 36.306/38.306 spec, the differentiation of EN-DC, NGEN-DC and NE-DC has not been clarified, not only for L1 features, but also for L2 features and RAN4 RRM/RF features.
2.1 L1 features

For RAN1 features, as clarified by RAN1, it is suggested to clarify the support of NGEN-DC and NE-DC as well, except for dynamic power control. I.e., there is no need to differentiate the support of (NG)EN/NE-DC types for L1 features. 
The exceptions (only in TS 38.306) are related to

	dynamicPowerSharingENDC

Indicates whether the UE supports dynamic (NG)EN-DC power sharing between NR FR1 carriers and the LTE carriers. If the UE supports this capability the UE supports the dynamic power sharing behaviour as specified in clause 7 of TS 38.213 [11].

	dynamicPowerSharingNEDC

Indicates whether the UE supports dynamic NE-DC power sharing between NR FR1 carriers and the LTE carriers. If the UE supports this capability, the UE supports the dynamic power sharing behavior as specified in clause 7 of TS 38.213 [11].

	tdm-Pattern

Indicates whether the UE supports the tdm-PatternConfig for single UL-transmission associated functionality, as specified in TS 36.331 [17]. Support is conditionally mandatory in (NG)EN-DC for UEs that do not support dynamicPowerSharingENDC and for UEs that indicate single UL transmission for any (NG)EN-DC BC. Support is conditionally mandatory in NE-DC for UEs that do not support dynamicPowerSharingNEDC and for UEs that indicate single UL transmission for any NE-DC BC. The feature is optional otherwise.

	ul-TimingAlignmentEUTRA-NR

Indicates whether to apply the same UL timing between NR and LTE for dynamic power sharing capable UE operating in a synchronous intra-band contiguous (NG)EN-DC. If this field is absent, UE shall be capable of handling a timing difference up to applicable MTTD requirements when operating in a synchronous intra-band contiguous (NG)EN-DC network, as specified in TS 38.133 [5]. If this capability is included in an inter-band (NG)EN-DC BC with an intra-band (NG)EN-DC BC part, this capability is used to indicate the restriction to the intra-band (NG)EN-DC BC part.


As in [1]

 REF _Ref40957030 \r \h 
[2]

 REF _Ref40957031 \r \h 
[3]

 REF _Ref40957032 \r \h 
[4], clarification to R15/R16 36.306/38.306 is needed.
Proposal 1 RAN2 clarify in TS 36.306/38.306 the support of NGEN-DC/NE-DC (except for dynamic power control) for RAN1 features.
2.2 L2 features

For RAN2 features, RAN2 need to discuss to clarify the support of NGEN-DC and NE-DC. In general, 
· There seems no difference between NGEN-DC and EN-DC for the concerned features;

· Yet there might be a difference between EN-DC and NE-DC, which has to be checked feature by feature;

For 38.306, it at least relates to the following IEs
	eutra-CGI-Reporting

Defines whether the UE supports acquisition of relevant information from a neighbouring E-UTRA cell by reading the SI of the neighbouring cell and reporting the acquired information to the network as specified in TS 38.331 [9] when the EN-DC is not configured. It is mandated if the UE supports EUTRA.

	eventA-MeasAndReport

Indicates whether the UE supports NR measurements and events A triggered reporting as specified in TS 38.331 [9]. This field only applies to SN configured measurement when EN-DC is configured. For NR SA, this feature is mandatory supported.

	handoverFDD-TDD

Indicates whether the UE supports HO between FDD and TDD. It is mandated if the UE supports both FDD and TDD. This field only applies to NR SA (e.g. PCell handover). For PSCell change when EN-DC is configured, this feature is mandatory supported.

	handoverFR1-FR2

Indicates whether the UE supports HO between FR1 and FR2. Support is mandatory for the UE supporting both FR1 and FR2. This field only applies to NR SA(e.g. PCell handover). For PSCell change when EN-DC is configured, this feature is mandatory supported.

	handoverInterF

Indicates whether the UE supports inter-frequency HO. It indicates the support for inter-frequency HO from the corresponding duplex mode if this capability is included in fdd-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities or tdd-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities. It indicates the support for inter-frequency HO from the corresponding frequency range if this capability is included in fr1-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities or fr2-Add-UE-NR-Capabilities. This field only applies to NR SA (e.g. PCell handover). For PSCell change when EN-DC is configured, this feature is mandatory supported.

	independentGapConfig

This field indicates whether the UE supports two independent measurement gap configurations for FR1 and FR2 specified in clause 9.1.2 of TS 38.133 [5]. The field also indicates whether the UE supports the FR2 inter-RAT measurement without gaps when EN-DC is not configured.

	intraAndInterF-MeasAndReport

Indicates whether the UE supports NR intra-frequency and inter-frequency measurements and at least periodical reporting. This field only applies to SN configured measurement when EN-DC is configured. For NR SA, this feature is mandatory supported.

	nr-CGI-Reporting

Defines whether the UE supports acquisition of relevant information from a neighbouring intra-frequency or inter-frequency NR cell by reading the SI of the neighbouring cell and reporting the acquired information to the network as specified in TS 38.331 [9] when EN-DC is not configured.

	nr-CGI-Reporting-ENDC

Defines whether the UE supports acquisition of relevant information from a neighbouring intra-frequency or inter-frequency NR cell by reading the SI of the neighbouring cell and reporting the acquired information to the network as specified in TS 38.331 [9] when the (NG)EN-DC is configured.


For 36.306, it at least relates to the following IEs. Since the support of NGEN-DC has been clarified in 36.331, it is just to clarify/align the description in 36.306.
	reportCGI-NR-EN-DC

Indicates whether the UE supports Inter-RAT report CGI procedure towards NR cell when it is configured with (NG)EN-DC.

	reportCGI-NR-NoEN-DC

Indicates whether the UE supports Inter-RAT report CGI procedure towards NR cell when it is not configured with (NG)EN-DC.

	inDeviceCoexInd-ENDC
Indicates whether the UE supports in-device coexistence indication for (NG)EN-DC operation. This field can be included only if inDeviceCoexInd is included. The UE supports inDeviceCoexInd-ENDC in the same duplexing modes as it supports inDeviceCoexInd.


As provided in the example CR of [5]

 REF _Ref40957091 \r \h 
[6], it is proposed that
Proposal 2 RAN2 discuss and clarify in TS 36.306/38.306 the support of NGEN-DC and NE-DC for RAN2 related features.
2.3 RAN4 RRM/RF features

For RAN4 features that are related to RF and RRM, 
For 36.306, the following IE has been clarified in 36.331, so it is straightforward to clarify in 36.306 for alignment [6]
supportedBandListEN-DC
Includes the NR bands supported by the UE in (NG)EN-DC. The field is included in case the parameter en-DC or ng-EN-DC is present and set to supported and not otherwise. The presence of this field also indicates that the UE can perform both NR SS-RSRP and SS-RSRQ measurement in the included NR band(s) as specified in TS 38.215 [89].
For 38.306, LS is needed for RAN4 to clarify the support of NGEN-DC and NE-DC.

	supportedBandwidthCombinationSet

Defines the supported bandwidth combination for the band combination set as defined in the TS 38.101-1 [2], TS 38.101-2 [3] and TS 38.101-3 [4]. For NR SA CA, NR-DC, inter-band EN-DC without intra-band EN-DC component and intra-band EN-DC with additional inter-band NR CA component, the field defines the bandwidth combinations for the NR part of the band combination. For intra-band EN-DC without additional inter-band NR and LTE CA component, the field indicates the supported bandwidth combination set applicable to the NR and LTE band combinations. Field encoded as a bit map, where bit N is set to "1" if UE support Bandwidth Combination Set N for this band combination as defined in the TS 38.101-1 [2], TS 38.101-2 [3] and TS 38.101-3 [4]. The leading / leftmost bit (bit 0) corresponds to the Bandwidth Combination Set 0, the next bit corresponds to the Bandwidth Combination Set 1 and so on. It is mandatory if the band combination has more than one NR carrier (at least one SCell in an NR cell group) or is an intra-band EN-DC combination or both.

	supportedBandwidthCombinationSetIntraENDC

Defines the supported bandwidth combination for the band combination set as defined in the TS 38.101-3 [4]. For intra-band EN-DC with additional inter-band CA component(s) of LTE and/or NR, the field defines the bandwidth combinations for the intra-band EN-DC component. Field encoded as a bit map, where bit N is set to "1" if UE support Bandwidth Combination Set N for this band combination as defined in the TS 38.101-3 [4]. The leading / leftmost bit (bit 0) corresponds to the Bandwidth Combination Set 0, the next bit corresponds to the Bandwidth Combination Set 1 and so on. It is mandatory if the band combination is an intra-band EN-DC combination with additional inter-band NR/LTE CA component.

	supportedBandwidthCombinationSetEUTRA

Indicates the set of supported bandwidth combinations for the LTE part for inter-band EN-DC without intra-band EN-DC component and intra-band EN-DC with additional inter-band LTE CA component. The field is encoded as a bit map, where bit N is set to "1" if UE support Bandwidth Combination Set N for this band combination. The leading / leftmost bit (bit 0) corresponds to the Bandwidth Combination Set 0, the next bit corresponds to the Bandwidth Combination Set 1 and so on. The UE shall neither include the field for a EN-DC combination which has only one LTE carrier, nor for a EN-DC combination which has more than one LTE carrier for which the UE only supports Bandwidth Combination Set 0 for the LTE part. If the inter-band EN-DC has more than one LTE carrier, the UE shall support at least one bandwidth combination for the supported LTE part.

	asyncIntraBandENDC

Indicates whether the UE supports asynchronous FDD-FDD intra-band EN-DC with MRTD and MTTD as specified in clause 7.5 and 7.6 of TS 38.133 [5]. If asynchronous FDD-FDD intra-band EN-DC is not supported, the UE supports only synchronous FDD-FDD intra-band EN-DC.

	intraBandENDC-Support

Indicates whether the UE supports intra-band EN-DC with only non-contiguous spectrum, or with both contiguous and non-contiguous spectrum for the EN-DC combination as specified in TS 38.101-3 [4].

If the UE does not include this field for an intra-band EN-DC combination the UE only supports the contiguous spectrum for the intra-band EN-DC combination.

	simultaneousRxTxInterBandENDC

Indicates whether the UE supports simultaneous transmission and reception in TDD-TDD and TDD-FDD inter-band EN-DC. It is mandatory for certain TDD-FDD and TDD-TDD band combinations defined in TS 38.101-3 [4].

	ul-SharingEUTRA-NR

Indicates whether the UE supports EN-DC with EUTRA-NR coexistence in UL sharing via TDM only, FDM only, or both TDM and FDM from UE perspective as specified in TS 38.101-3 [4].

	ul-SwitchingTimeEUTRA-NR

Indicates support of switching type between LTE UL and NR UL for EN-DC with LTE-NR coexistence in UL sharing from UE perspective as defined in clause 6.3B of TS 38.101-3 [4]. It is mandatory to report switching time type 1 or type 2 if UE reports ul-SharingEUTRA-NR is tdm or both.


Although the RRM/RF capability are likely agnostic to DC-type, it would be proper to ask for confirmation by RAN4 via LS [7].
Proposal 3 RAN2 send LS to RAN4 to clarify the support of NGEN-DC and NE-DC for RAN4 related features.
3 Conclusion
Based on the discussion in section 2, we propose:
Proposal 1
RAN2 clarify in TS 36.306/38.306 the support of NGEN-DC/NE-DC (except for dynamic power control) for RAN1 features.
Proposal 2
RAN2 discuss and clarify in TS 36.306/38.306 the support of NGEN-DC and NE-DC for RAN2 related features.
Proposal 3
RAN2 send LS to RAN4 to clarify the support of NGEN-DC and NE-DC for related RAN4 features.
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