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1   Introduction
At the RAN2#109-e meeting in February, the following was agreed:

· RAN2 will design one single fixed-length Guard Symbols MAC CE, containing values (or indices mapped thereto) of all 8 parameters introduced by RAN1.
It was additionally agreed not to explicitly include the cell information in the Guard Symbol MAC CE. What RAN2 now need to discuss is whether the information received in the Guard Symbol MAC CE applies only to the cell on which it is received, or to the entire cell group (if a cell group is configured). In this tdoc we treat this issue and share our view.
2   Discussion and way forward
Some observations based on previous discussions are listed here:

1. If the MAC CE only applies to the cell on which it is received, then we have a better ‘granularity’ in the sense that different parameters could be applied to individual cells within a cell group.

2. If the MAC CE applies to the entire cell group, we make some savings on signalling overhead, but force the usage of same parameters on all cells within the group; the parameters could be chosen based on e.g. worst case scenario across all the cells within the cell group.

The first option above mandates that the MAC CE is transmitted separately for each cell within the group, in order to be able to apply the Guard symbol MAC CE per cell and fulfil the related RAN1 agreement. The second option is that one MAC CE applies to all cells.

In our view, Option 2 appears more than adequate as we cannot at this stage find a justification for the necessity to be able to apply different value per cell within a group. We therefore propose the following:
Proposal 1: The information contained in the Guard Symbol MAC CE applies to the entire cell group.
This being said, we are nonetheless against specifying how the parameters are chosen. We therefore additionally propose the following:
Proposal 2: RAN2 will not specify the information or procedure used to derive parameters which apply across all cells within a cell group.
3   Conclusions
On the issue of whether the information received in the Guard Symbol MAC CE applies only to the cell on which it is received, or to the entire cell group (if a cell group is configured), we propose the following:
Proposal 3: The information contained in the Guard Symbol MAC CE applies to the entire cell group.
Proposal 4: RAN2 will not specify the information or procedure used to derive parameters which apply across all cells within a cell group.[image: image1.png]



