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1 Introduction

In RAN2#107bis meeting, it’s agreed that power saving features are applied for EN-DC:

Agreements:

1 RAN2 confirms that the UE power saving in NR network in MR-DC scenarios are within the scope of the WID.

2 The solution on how to transfer UE assistance information to NR SN should be discussed together with other UE assistance information (e.g. overheating) in main session. 

For EN-DC operation, UE has more power consumption when SCG is configured than without SCG, even though most of the time, UE does not expect high data rate. In this paper, we propose to introduce a indication in UAI, so that we can report to network the preference on whether SCG is needed or not, which is beneficial for UE power saving purpose.
2 Discussion

UE could be configured with EN-DC for the NSA deployment scenario, so that higher data rate can be provided by the network. However, in the EN-DC mode, more power consumption is observed than operating in LTE. 
Meanwhile, currently there are no existing mechanisms for the UE to indicate the network to release the SCG configuration even though UE does not prefer high data rate. From power consumption point view, keeping the SCG always active with sporadic data or no data is not good.
For DC/CA enhancements, SCG dormancy was proposed, which enables the network to set the SCG to be a dormancy mode for power saving purposed. However this feature is postponed into R17.
Based on RAN2 previous agreement, power saving features developed so far can be applied to EN-DC. For UE assistance information enhancements, the following features have been approved:

· c-DRX preference
· RRC state transition preference

· SCell preference

· Aggregated bandwidth preference

· Max MIMO layer preference
If the UE prefers to de-configure the SCG configuration, these features is not feasible to provide the explicit preference. Thus, we propose:

Proposal 1 UE can indicate SCG release indication in UE assistance information if it prefers to de-configure SCG configuration.
3 Conclusion

Based on the discussion we propose the following:
Proposal 1
UE can indicate SCG release indication in UE assistance information if it prefers to de-configure SCG configuration.
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