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Introduction
The Reno-agreed TP introducing pre-emptive BSR, together with other MAC-related TPs agreed in Reno, has been incorporated in the most recent version of the running IAB MAC CR [1].
In our companion tdoc [2], we look at open issues pertaining to pre-emptive BSR design in Rel-16, starting with the format, the priority of the new MAC CE, and finishing with a discussion of the multi-parent case. In the present submission we provide the appropriate TP. The TP uses as a basis the most recent version of the running IAB MAC CR [1]. (Please note that tracked changes marked with ‘MT2’ are the ones already agreed, while the ones marked ‘MT3’ are those being proposed by the present TP.)
TP to [1] (which is in turn CR to 38.321v15.8.0)
FIRST CHANGE

5.4.5
Buffer Status Reporting

The Buffer Status reporting (BSR) procedure is used to provide the serving gNB with information about UL data volume in the MAC entity.

RRC configures the following parameters to control the BSR:

-
periodicBSR-Timer;

-
retxBSR-Timer;

-
logicalChannelSR-DelayTimerApplied;

-
logicalChannelSR-DelayTimer;

-
logicalChannelSR-Mask;

-
logicalChannelGroup.

Each logical channel may be allocated to an LCG using the logicalChannelGroup. The maximum number of LCGs is eight.

The MAC entity determines the amount of UL data available for a logical channel according to the data volume calculation procedure in TSs 38.322 [3] and 38.323 [4].

A BSR shall be triggered if any of the following events occur:

-
UL data, for a logical channel which belongs to an LCG, becomes available to the MAC entity; and either

-
this UL data belongs to a logical channel with higher priority than the priority of any logical channel containing available UL data which belong to any LCG; or

-
none of the logical channels which belong to an LCG contains any available UL data.


in which case the BSR is referred below to as 'Regular BSR';

-
UL resources are allocated and number of padding bits is equal to or larger than the size of the Buffer Status Report MAC CE plus its subheader, in which case the BSR is referred below to as 'Padding BSR';

-
retxBSR-Timer expires, and at least one of the logical channels which belong to an LCG contains UL data, in which case the BSR is referred below to as 'Regular BSR';

-
periodicBSR-Timer expires, in which case the BSR is referred below to as 'Periodic BSR'.

NOTE:
When Regular BSR triggering events occur for multiple logical channels simultaneously, each logical channel triggers one separate Regular BSR.

If configured, a BSR may also be triggered for the specific case of an IAB-MT if any of the following events occur:

-
UL grant is provided to child IAB node or UE;
-
BSR is received from child IAB node or UE.

This BSR is referred as “pre-emptive” BSR and is treated as Regular BSR for the purposes of SR triggering.
NOTE:
Pre-emptive BSR may be used both in cases where the node sending the pre-emptive BSR has a single parent node, or two parent nodes. In the latter case, it is down to network implementation to ensure this is of use to the receiving node, or to not configure pre-emptive BSR for nodes with more than one parent node.
For Regular BSR, the MAC entity shall:

1>
if the BSR is triggered for a logical channel for which logicalChannelSR-DelayTimerApplied with value true is configured by upper layers:

2>
start or restart the logicalChannelSR-DelayTimer.

1>
else:

2>
if running, stop the logicalChannelSR-DelayTimer.

For Regular and Periodic BSR, the MAC entity shall:

1>
if more than one LCG has data available for transmission when the MAC PDU containing the BSR is to be built:

2>
report Long BSR for all LCGs which have data available for transmission.

1>
else:

2>
report Short BSR.

For Padding BSR, the MAC entity shall:

1>
if the number of padding bits is equal to or larger than the size of the Short BSR plus its subheader but smaller than the size of the Long BSR plus its subheader:

2>
if more than one LCG has data available for transmission when the BSR is to be built:
3>
if the number of padding bits is equal to the size of the Short BSR plus its subheader:

4>
report Short Truncated BSR of the LCG with the highest priority logical channel with data available for transmission.

3>
else:

4>
report Long Truncated BSR of the LCG(s) with the logical channels having data available for transmission following a decreasing order of the highest priority logical channel (with or without data available for transmission) in each of these LCG(s), and in case of equal priority, in increasing order of LCGID.

2>
else:

3>
report Short BSR.

1>
else if the number of padding bits is equal to or larger than the size of the Long BSR plus its subheader:

2>
report Long BSR for all LCGs which have data available for transmission.

For BSR triggered by retxBSR-Timer expiry, the MAC entity considers that the logical channel that triggered the BSR is the highest priority logical channel that has data available for transmission at the time the BSR is triggered.

The MAC entity shall:

1>
if the Buffer Status reporting procedure determines that at least one BSR has been triggered and not cancelled:

2>
if UL-SCH resources are available for a new transmission and the UL-SCH resources can accommodate the BSR MAC CE plus its subheader as a result of logical channel prioritization:

3>
instruct the Multiplexing and Assembly procedure to generate the BSR MAC CE(s);

3>
start or restart periodicBSR-Timer except when all the generated BSRs are long or short Truncated BSRs;

3>
start or restart retxBSR-Timer.

2>
if a Regular BSR has been triggered and logicalChannelSR-DelayTimer is not running:

3>
if there is no UL-SCH resource available for a new transmission; or

3>
if the MAC entity is configured with configured uplink grant(s) and the Regular BSR was triggered for a logical channel for which logicalChannelSR-Mask is set to false; or

3>
if the UL-SCH resources available for a new transmission do not meet the LCP mapping restrictions (see clause 5.4.3.1) configured for the logical channel that triggered the BSR:

4>
trigger a Scheduling Request.

NOTE:
UL-SCH resources are considered available if the MAC entity has an active configuration for either type of configured uplink grants, or if the MAC entity has received a dynamic uplink grant, or if both of these conditions are met. If the MAC entity has determined at a given point in time that UL-SCH resources are available, this need not imply that UL-SCH resources are available for use at that point in time.

A MAC PDU shall contain at most one BSR MAC CE, even when multiple events have triggered a BSR. The Regular BSR and the Periodic BSR shall have precedence over the padding BSR.

The MAC entity shall restart retxBSR-Timer upon reception of a grant for transmission of new data on any UL-SCH.

All triggered BSRs may be cancelled when the UL grant(s) can accommodate all pending data available for transmission but is not sufficient to additionally accommodate the BSR MAC CE plus its subheader. All BSRs triggered prior to MAC PDU assembly shall be cancelled when a MAC PDU is transmitted and this PDU includes a Long or Short BSR MAC CE which contains buffer status up to (and including) the last event that triggered a BSR prior to the MAC PDU assembly.

NOTE:
MAC PDU assembly can happen at any point in time between uplink grant reception and actual transmission of the corresponding MAC PDU. BSR and SR can be triggered after the assembly of a MAC PDU which contains a BSR MAC CE, but before the transmission of this MAC PDU. In addition, BSR and SR can be triggered during MAC PDU assembly.

NEXT CHANGE

6.1.3
MAC Control Elements (CEs)

6.1.3.1
Buffer Status Report MAC CEs

Buffer Status Report (BSR) MAC CEs consist of either:

-
Short BSR format (fixed size); or

-
Long BSR format (variable size); or

-
Short Truncated BSR format (fixed size); or

-
Long Truncated BSR format (variable size).

The BSR formats are identified by MAC subheaders with LCIDs as specified in Table 6.2.1-2.

The fields in the BSR MAC CE are defined as follows:

-
LCG ID: The Logical Channel Group ID field identifies the group of logical channel(s) whose buffer status is being reported. The length of the field is 3 bits;

-
LCGi: For the Long BSR format, this field indicates the presence of the Buffer Size field for the logical channel group i. The LCGi field set to 1 indicates that the Buffer Size field for the logical channel group i is reported. The LCGi field set to 0 indicates that the Buffer Size field for the logical channel group i is not reported. For the Long Truncated BSR format, this field indicates whether logical channel group i has data available. The LCGi field set to 1 indicates that logical channel group i has data available. The LCGi field set to 0 indicates that logical channel group i does not have data available;

-
Buffer Size: The Buffer Size field identifies the total amount of data available according to the data volume calculation procedure in TSs 38.322 [3] and 38.323 [4] across all logical channels of a logical channel group after the MAC PDU has been built (i.e. after the logical channel prioritization procedure, which may result the value of the Buffer Size field to zero). The amount of data is indicated in number of bytes. The size of the RLC and MAC headers are not considered in the buffer size computation. The length of this field for the Short BSR format and the Short Truncated BSR format is 5 bits. The length of this field for the Long BSR format and the Long Truncated BSR format is 8 bits. The values for the 5-bit and 8-bit Buffer Size fields are shown in Tables 6.1.3.1-1 and 6.1.3.1-2, respectively. For the Long BSR format and the Long Truncated BSR format, the Buffer Size fields are included in ascending order based on the LCGi. For the Long Truncated BSR format the number of Buffer Size fields included is maximised, while not exceeding the number of padding bits. For the pre-emptive BSR, the Buffer Size field identifies the total amount of the data expected to arrive at the node where the pre-emptive BSR is triggered.
NOTE:
For the pre-emptive BSR, if configured, the LCGs to be reported, the expected data volume calculation, the exact time to report pre-emptive BSR and the associated LCH are left to implementation.
NOTE:
The number of the Buffer Size fields in the Long BSR and Long Truncated BSR format can be zero.
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Figure 6.1.3.1-1: Short BSR and Short Truncated BSR MAC CE
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Figure 6.1.3.1-2: Long BSR and Long Truncated BSR MAC CE

NOTE:
The pre-emptive BSR uses the Long BSR format.

Skip>>>>
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5.4.3.1.3
Allocation of resources

The MAC entity shall, when a new transmission is performed:

1>
allocate resources to the logical channels as follows:

2>
logical channels selected in clause 5.4.3.1.2 for the UL grant with Bj > 0 are allocated resources in a decreasing priority order. If the PBR of a logical channel is set to infinity, the MAC entity shall allocate resources for all the data that is available for transmission on the logical channel before meeting the PBR of the lower priority logical channel(s);

2>
decrement Bj by the total size of MAC SDUs served to logical channel j above;

2>
if any resources remain, all the logical channels selected in clause 5.4.3.1.2 are served in a strict decreasing priority order (regardless of the value of Bj) until either the data for that logical channel or the UL grant is exhausted, whichever comes first. Logical channels configured with equal priority should be served equally.

NOTE:
The value of Bj can be negative.

If the MAC entity is requested to simultaneously transmit multiple MAC PDUs, or if the MAC entity receives the multiple UL grants within one or more coinciding PDCCH occasions (i.e. on different Serving Cells), it is up to UE implementation in which order the grants are processed.

The UE shall also follow the rules below during the scheduling procedures above:

-
the UE should not segment an RLC SDU (or partially transmitted SDU or retransmitted RLC PDU) if the whole SDU (or partially transmitted SDU or retransmitted RLC PDU) fits into the remaining resources of the associated MAC entity;

-
if the UE segments an RLC SDU from the logical channel, it shall maximize the size of the segment to fill the grant of the associated MAC entity as much as possible;

-
the UE should maximise the transmission of data;

-
if the MAC entity is given a UL grant size that is equal to or larger than 8 bytes while having data available and allowed (according to clause 5.4.3.1) for transmission, the MAC entity shall not transmit only padding BSR and/or padding.

The MAC entity shall not generate a MAC PDU for the HARQ entity if the following conditions are satisfied:

-
the MAC entity is configured with skipUplinkTxDynamic with value true and the grant indicated to the HARQ entity was addressed to a C-RNTI, or the grant indicated to the HARQ entity is a configured uplink grant; and

-
there is no aperiodic CSI requested for this PUSCH transmission as specified in TS 38.212 [9]; and

-
the MAC PDU includes zero MAC SDUs; and

-
the MAC PDU includes only the periodic BSR and there is no data available for any LCG, or the MAC PDU includes only the padding BSR.

Logical channels shall be prioritised in accordance with the following order (highest priority listed first):

-
C-RNTI MAC CE or data from UL-CCCH;

-
Configured Grant Confirmation MAC CE;

-
MAC CE for BSR, with exception of BSR included for padding;

-
Single Entry PHR MAC CE or Multiple Entry PHR MAC CE;
-
MAC CE for pre-emptive BSR;
-
data from any Logical Channel, except data from UL-CCCH;

-
MAC CE for Recommended bit rate query;

-
MAC CE for BSR included for padding.
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