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1	Introduction
RAN2 has agreed that IAB node will support backhaul RLF indication and flow control feedback signaling, and in this paper, we discuss how to map these control messages to BH RLC channels.
2 	Discussion
There is a consensus in RAN2 that the IAB-donor-CU will configure the BAP layer and will control the setup and modification of all BH RLC channels in the IAB network. Moreover, the procedures (i.e., routing and bearer mapping) for how the traffic will be forwarded from/to an IAB-donor DU to/from a destination IAB node are already discussed in RAN2/3. Essentially, the IAB node(s) will inspect the BAP header and then will perform routing and bearer mapping based on the configured lookup table(s). However, the BAP layer will also provide functions related to inter-IAB nodes communication, i.e., backhaul RLF indication to child IAB node(s) and flow control feedback information to parent IAB node(s). These messages are intended only for immediate connected IAB nodes (i.e., nodes that are 1-hop away) and will not be further forwarded. Hence, as discussed in [1], for these signaling messages the BAP Routing ID would not be needed and the BAP header will carry different identifiers/fields (i.e., message type, etc.) than the BAP header for data packets. 
In order to forward these messages, the IAB node needs to choose/use an appropriate egress BH RLC channel based on some identifier/information from the upper layers. However, in our view, these control messages will be sent less frequently under normal network conditions and there is no need to configure dedicated/separate BH RLC channel(s) for them. Rather these signaling messages can be mapped to BH RLC channel(s) configured for any of traffic. The network nodes can ensure mapping these messages to an appropriate BH RLC channel(s) without specifying any requirements in the BAP specification.

[bookmark: _Toc23928685][bookmark: _Toc24030378][bookmark: _Toc24034326]No dedicated/separate BH RLC channels are needed for inter-IAB nodes BAP control signaling, rather the configured BH RLC channels for other types of traffic can be used to carry inter-IAB nodes signaling.  
[bookmark: _Toc24030379][bookmark: _Toc24034327]IAB nodes can map BAP control signaling messages to any of the configured BH RLC channels.



3	Conclusion
In this paper we made the following proposal:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal 1	No dedicated/separate BH RLC channels are needed for inter-IAB nodes BAP control signaling, rather the configured BH RLC channels for other types of traffic can be used to carry inter-IAB nodes signaling.
Proposal 2	IAB nodes can map BAP control signaling messages to any of the configured BH RLC channels.
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