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Introduction
In RAN#83, NR positioning WID was approved [1] to specify solutions to enable RAT dependent(for both FR1 and FR2) and RAT independent NR positioning techniques, including the following objectives.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Define functional interfaces, signaling and procedures including UE reporting, to support NR RAT-dependent positioning for the NR positioning techniques listed in RAN1 objectives [RAN2]
Define extensions of LPP protocol for NR RAT-dependent positioning [RAN2]”
After two meetings of discussion, RAN1 has already made some progress and corresponding modification is also needed in RAN2. In this contribution we provide our opinion to some enhancements of UL SRS based positioning methods. 
Discussion 
SRS configuration in RRC or LPP
The UL-TDOA positioning was already supported in LTE [2], which is a good starting point and reference for NR UL positioning design. A natural way would be to still follow the general LTE procedure in principle, and then, to match with possible architecture change and solve new problems in NR, modifications and enhancements would be introduced. The general LTE UTDOA procedure is illustrated in Figure 1:
[image: ]
Figure 1: LTE UTDOA procedure
1. The E-SMLC sends an Information Request message indicating to the eNodeB the need to invoke periodic SRS  for target UE. The E-SMLC may provide the eNB with a number of SRS transmissions. 
2. The eNodeB determines the resources to be allocated for the UE and sends an Information Response to the E-SMLC that includes the allocated resources and the associated parameters. 
3. If in step 2 the eNodeB determines that resources will be allocated, the eNodeB then allocates the resources to the target UE.
4. The E-SMLC selects a set of LMUs to be used for the UTDOA positioning and sends a measurement request with the SRS configuration to each one of them (via SLm).
5. LMUs report back to E-SMLC the uplink measurement reports.
During last meeting, there were some companies who wanted to move the SRS configuration function from RRC to LPP for positioning. The RRC is involved in UL positioning procedure in step 3, the eNodeB configure the SRS information through RRC. If it was in LPP, the procedure is generally as illustrated in Figure 2:
[image: ]
Figure 2 UL TODA procedure with SRS configured in LPP
According to our understanding, this modification bring no benefit. Under this procedure, it is obvious that the SRS configuration is transmitted twice, both signal overhead and latency are added. Meanwhile, the gNB has the right of final decision on SRS resource  allocation, it may change when other service with higher priority increases, through RRC, this adjustment can be transmitted more instantly. At last, sometimes the SRS may be reused for other purpose besides positioning. If it is added in LPP, then such SRS configuration would be transmitted twice, which is totally unnecessary.
Proposal 1: Keep SRS configuration for positioning in RRC.
Procedure modification to multi-cell power control
It has already been agreed to support power control towards neighbouring cells in RAN1:
Agreement:
For positioning purposes, with regards to the UL SRS transmission power, support at least the following in addition to the existing Rel-15 behaviour:
· Support configuring a DL reference signal of a neighbouring cell to be used as DL path loss reference for the purpose of SRS power control.  
· FFS: Which reference signals can be used (e.g. a CSI-RS, or a SSB, or DL PRS). 
· Study further the UE configuration signalling and procedure.
· FFS on a fallback procedure if the UE is not able to obtain the pathloss reference.
· FFS on number of measurements for pathloss.
According to our understanding, the whole procedure is as figure 3, first, the SRS for positioning with some recommended PL RS are configured. But at the beginning, the gNB do not know which SRS resource is aiming at which cell. A couple of recommended PL RSs from all the possible neighbouring cells should be configured. But not all of them can be actually detected, for those who can be detected, the UE has a general idea of its direction and its origin gNB. The UE need to do the mapping between SRS resource and its target cell. For the first round of beam sweeping, the UE can adjust each beam’s power or direction according to the information of PL RS transmitting power from that direction. Then, UE can report this kind of mapping between the SRS resources and PL RS(neighbour cells). Then the neighbouring cells can detect the SRS and reconfigure the transmission power, this kind of information need to be transmitted to the serving cell. Then, with the mapping, it can configure different transmission power and certain PL RS as spatial relation information to different SRS resource, noting that now PL RS con be configured per SRS resource. When all these information are configured back to UE, the UE can modify each resource’s transmission power or transmission direction according to spatial relation. Then some modification in RAN2 side is needed. The TMF need to transmit their PL RS information to the LMF. This information include the type of RS to indicate whether it is DL PRS, a kind of CSI-RS or SSB, its sequence ID, sequence generation information, resource allocation and transmission power. The LMF should select a couple of PL RSs of neighbouring TMF that are possibly to be detected and send it to the serving cell. 
[image: ]
Figure 3 Multi-cell power control for SRS
Proposal 2:TMF need to transmit PL RS information to the LMF.
Proposal 3: LMF should transmit neighbouring TMF’s PL RS information to serving gNB.
Conclusion
Based on the analysis above, we had the following proposals:
Proposal 1: Keep SRS configuration for positioning in RRC.
Proposal 2:TMF need to transmit PL RS information to the LMF.
Proposal 3: LMF should transmit neighbouring TMF’s PL RS information to serving gNB.
References
[bookmark: SID_positioning][1]	3GPP RP-190752, “New WID: NR positioning support,” Shenzhen, China, 2019.
[bookmark: SID_IIoTChannelModeling][2]	3GPP TS 36.305,”Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN); Stage 2 functional specification of User Equipment (UE) positioning in E-UTRAN”

5
image1.png
Serving
E-SMLC eNB1 LMU
o LPPa PDU ( Information Request)
| resources |
Lo _fesources
(2) | ¢__LPPaPDU Information Response)
T"eNB configures UE with SRS 1
| resources (RRC) 1
L resources (RRO) .
SLm (Type: Measurement Request)
>

SLm ( Type: Measurement Report)

®)





image2.png
LBP BDU(SES consiguation)





image3.png
Target UE

Neighbou





