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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 has started work on Private Network Support of NG-RAN as described in RP-191563. In connection to this work, RAN2 addressed the need for additional broadcast information to support SNPN and PNI NPN deployments, as outlined in TS 23.501. In the SA2 specification, it is stated that a human readable network name (per NID or per CAG) is optionally broadcast to support a manual selection process. 

There are different ways to introduce broadcast information, e.g., either by additions to existing system information block (SIB) or by definition of new blocks. In determining how additional broadcast best is added, it is beneficial to have a clear understanding of use case. 

In reading 23.501, RAN2 could not identify exactly how broadcast of the human readable network name should be used. To access any of the private network types (both SNPN and PNI NPN) RAN2 understands that the UE must store information about network identities (e.g., PLMN ID + NID or PLMN ID + CAG ID) and, in case of standalone non-public network, corresponding access credentials. It seems straightforward to then also pre-provision the UE with human readable network names and then possibly avoid the need of additional broadcast.
If there are aspects that would not be solved with such pre-provisioning of human readable network names in the UE (or alternatively, dedicated signalling of human readable names, e.g., in NAS signalling) RAN2 would be helped in its standardization work to understand such aspects, and in what situations broadcast of the network name would be supporting manual selection.
2. Actions:
RAN2 respectfully ask SA2 to clarify the use case for broadcast of human readable network name (HRNN) to support manual selection of PNI NPN (with CAG) or SNPN, and if there is a need to broadcast it at all.
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