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4.5
Cell Categories

The cells are categorised according to which services they offer:

acceptable cell:

An "acceptable cell" is a cell on which the UE may camp to obtain limited service (originate emergency calls and receive ETWS and CMAS notifications). Such a cell shall fulfil the following requirements, which is the minimum set of requirements to initiate an emergency call and to receive ETWS and CMAS notification in an NR network:

-
The cell is not barred, see subclause 5.3.1;

-
The cell selection criteria are fulfilled, see subclause 5.2.3.2.
suitable cell:

A cell is considered as suitable if the following conditions are fulfilled:

-
The cell is part of either the selected PLMN or the registered PLMN or PLMN of the Equivalent PLMN list;
-
The cell selection criteria are fulfilled, see subclause 5.2.3.2.

According to the latest information provided by NAS:

-
The cell is not barred, see subclause 5.3.1;

-
The cell is part of at least one TA that is not part of the list of "Forbidden Tracking Areas" (TS 22.261 [12]), which belongs to a PLMN that fulfils the first bullet above.

barred cell:

A cell is barred if it is so indicated in the system information, as specified in TS 38.331 [3].
reserved cell:

A cell is reserved if it is so indicated in system information, as specified in TS 38.331 [3].

Following exception to these definitions are applicable for UEs:

-
if a UE has an ongoing emergency
-------------------------------NEXT MODIFIED SECTION--------------------------------

5.3.1
Cell status and cell reservations

Cell status and cell reservations are indicated in the MIB or SIB1 message as specified in TS 38.331 [3] by means of three fields:

-
cellBarred (IE type: "barred" or "not barred") 
Indicated in MIB message. In case of multiple PLMNs indicated in SIB1, this field is common for all PLMNs

-
cellReservedForOperatorUse (IE type: "reserved" or "not reserved") 
Indicated in SIB1 message. In case of multiple PLMNs indicated in SIB1, this field is specified per PLMN.

-
cellReservedForOtherUse (IE type: "true") 
Indicated in SIB1 message. In case of multiple PLMNs indicated in SIB1, this field is common for all PLMNs.
When cell status is indicated as "not barred" and "not reserved" for operator use and not "true" for other use,

-
All UEs shall treat this cell as candidate during the cell selection and cell reselection procedures.

When cell status is indicated as "true" for other use,

-
The UE shall treat this cell as if cell status is "barred".

When cell status is indicated as "not barred" and "reserved" for operator use for any PLMN and not "true" for other use,

-
UEs assigned to Access Identity 11 or 15 operating in their HPLMN/EHPLMN shall treat this cell as candidate during the cell selection and reselection procedures if the field cellReservedForOperatorUse for that PLMN set to "reserved".

-
UEs assigned to an Access Identity 1, 2 and 12 to 14 shall behave as if the cell status is "barred" in case the cell is "reserved for operator use" for the registered PLMN or the selected PLMN.
NOTE 1:
Access Identities 11, 15 are only valid for use in the HPLMN/ EHPLMN; Access Identities 12, 13, 14 are only valid for use in the home country as specified in TS 22.261 [12].

When cell status "barred" is indicated or to be treated as if the cell status is "barred",

-
The UE is not permitted to select/reselect this cell, not even for emergency calls.

-
The UE shall select another cell according to the following rule:

-
If the cell is to be treated as if the cell status is "barred" due to being unable to acquire the MIB:

-
the UE may exclude the barred cell as a candidate for cell selection/reselection for up to 300 seconds.

-
the UE may select another cell on the same frequency if the selection criteria are fulfilled.

-
else:

-
If the cell is to be treated as if the cell status is "barred" due to being unable to acquire the SIB1 or trackingAreaCode for the selected PLMN and the registered PLMN and PLMN of the Equivalent PLMN list:
-
The UE may exclude the barred cell as a candidate for cell selection/reselection for up to 300 seconds.
-
If the field intraFreqReselection in MIB message is set to "allowed", the UE may select another cell on the same frequency if re-selection criteria are fulfilled;

-
The UE shall exclude the barred cell as a candidate for cell selection/reselection for 300 seconds.

-
If the field intraFreqReselection in MIB message is set to "not allowed" the UE shall not re-select a cell on the same frequency as the barred cell;

-
The UE shall exclude the barred cell and the cells on the same frequency as a candidate for cell selection/reselection for 300 seconds.

The cell selection of another cell may also include a change of RAT.

