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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 would like to thank SA5 for the LS [S5-187461]. RAN2 has had discussions, and has the following responses:
a. Which term in the TS 38.300 corresponds to the Network Slice Instance defined in the TS 23.501?
RAN2 understands network slice terminologies as defined in TS 23.501, i.e. – “
Network Slice: A logical network that provides specific network capabilities and network characteristics.
Network Slice instance: A set of Network Function instances and the required resources (e.g. compute, storage and networking resources) which form a deployed Network Slice.” 
Network slice and network slice instance can be supported by network implementation in RAN. Hence, from the RAN specification point of view, RAN2 do not see a need to distinguish between them, and only the term network slice is used in TS 38.300.
b. 	In RAN, is it possible that a single S-NSSAI value is mapped on more than one Network Slice Instance?
As stated in the response to question a, the RAN specifications do not distinguish between network slice and network slice instance, and only the concept of “network slice” exists in RAN specifications. In addition, 38.300 states "network slice is uniquely identified by a S-NSSAI ".


2. Actions:
To SA5, SA2 group.
ACTION: 	RAN2 respectfully asks SA5 and SA2 to take the above information into account and provide reply if any. 

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:
3GPPRAN2#105-Bis		8 Apr - 12 Apr 2018			China
3GPPRAN2#106		13 May - 17 May 2019		US

