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Background

3GPP is delivering Release 15 to the industry in 3 distinct steps (a.k.a.
multiple drops):

- ‘Early’ drop — 5G NSA(Non-standalone) : ASN.1 frozen in March 2018;
- ‘Main’ drop — 5G SA(Standalone) : ASN.1 frozen in September 2018;

- ‘Late’ drop - Additional migration architectures : ASN.1 to be frozen in June
2019.

The first commercial 5G network services in Republic of Korea started in
December 2018.

- The 5G services for smartphone users will roll out in March 2019 when 5G-
customized smartphones will be launched.



Status and Observation

The interoperable and compatible issues between Release 15 versions were
raised.

It is well understood that the September 2018 version of the Release 15
specifications constitutes the basis for initial 5G deployments.

Some CRs approved at December 2018 TSG plenary might lead to non-
interoperability with September 2018 version.

The final freeze schedule for the Release 15 set to June 2019, shifted by 3
months.

The updated version of Release specification will be published every TSG
plenary.



Conclusion

1. The compatibility of devices and networks used for the first deployments
should not be impacted by later version of Release 15 specifications.

2. To ensure interoperability between previous version of Release 15

specifications, the CRs with the “backward compatibility issues” shall not
be agreed.



Thank you !



