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	Reason for change:
	Preallocated UL grant to enable UEs to perform “RACH-less” handover was introduced in R2-1702433.

According to current specifications, depending on the size of preallocated UL grant, UE may send BSR and/or UL data along with RRC Connection Reconfiguration Complete message on the preallocated UL grant. Following is from TS 36.300.
“When the RACH-less HO is configured, after the UE has received uplink grant, the UE sends the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message (C-RNTI) to confirm the handover, along with an uplink Buffer Status Report, and/or UL data, whenever possible, to the target eNB. The target eNB verifies the C-RNTI sent in the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message. The target eNB can now begin sending data to the UE.”
...
“The handover procedure is completed for the UE when the UE receives the UE contention resolution identity MAC control element from the target eNB.” 

Additionally, RRC specification caputures the condition to stop T304 and release rach-skip as follows:

1> if MAC indicates the successful reception of a PDCCH transmission addressed to C-RNTI and if rach-Skip is configured:

2> stop timer T304;

2> release rach-Skip;
Preallocated UL grant is periodic grant, with possible periodicities of 2, 5, 10 subframes.

It is clear from current specs that the preallocated grants are no more valid after HO has been indicated to be successful or HO failure is detected. However, when when periodicity of preallocated UL grants is small, current specification is not clear whether further new transmissions on the preallocated UL grants should be done during the period after the UE has transmitted the RRC Connection Reconfiguration Complete and before the time when HO completion is indicated by the eNB (e.g. contention resolution is received from eNB or T304 stopped), or HO failure is confirmed by T304 expiry. This ambiguity is illustrated in figure below assuming start subframe 0 and periodicity of sf2.
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According to current MAC specification, when UL skipping is configured, UE shall attempt to transmit UL data whenever there is UL data (i.e. UL buffer is not empty.) Further, if UL skipping is not configured, UE shall transmit padding. In our understanding, it is not beneficial to continue sending further UL data before RACH-less HO has been successful. There is no mechanism to enable UL skipping for preallocated UL grants.
Therefore, for synchronous HARQ operation, the preallocated UL grants after the first transmission should be skipped/ignored, except for non-adaptive HARQ retransmissions on preallocated UL grants which is already supported by the current specification. Also, the first transmission should make sure that RRC Connection Reconnection Complete (i.e. DCCH) is included.


	
	

	Summary of change:
	1. Clafiry that for synchronous HARQ, preallocated UL grant is ignored after the first time "Multiplexing and assembly" entity has provided a MAC PDU for new transmission.
2. Clarify that “multiplexing and assembly” entity should not provide MAC PDU without DCCH for “new” transmissions on preallocated UL grant. Note this does not impact the HARQ retransmissions. 
Impact Analysis:

Impacted Functionality:

RACH-less HO
Interoperability:

1. If the network implements the CR but the UE does not, it is unclear to the UE what to do with the UL grants after first trasnmissions is made.
2. If the UE implements the CR but the network does not, no interoperability is foreseen as the UE will not transmit further data.


	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	UE behavior remains unclear during RACH-less handover.
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First change

5.4.2.1
HARQ entity

There is one HARQ entity at the MAC entity for each Serving Cell with configured uplink, which maintains a number of parallel HARQ processes allowing transmissions to take place continuously while waiting for the HARQ feedback on the successful or unsuccessful reception of previous transmissions.

The number of parallel HARQ processes per HARQ entity is specified in TS 36.213 [2], clause 8. NB-IoT has one or two UL HARQ processes.
When the physical layer is configured for uplink spatial multiplexing, as specified in TS 36.213 [2], there are two HARQ processes associated with a given TTI. Otherwise there is one HARQ process associated with a given TTI.

At a given TTI, if an uplink grant is indicated for the TTI, the HARQ entity identifies the HARQ process(es) for which a transmission should take place. It also routes the received HARQ feedback (ACK/NACK information), MCS and resource, relayed by the physical layer, to the appropriate HARQ process(es).

In asynchronous HARQ operation, a HARQ process is associated with a TTI based on the received UL grant except for UL grant in RAR. Except for NB-IoT UE configured with a single HARQ process, each asynchronous HARQ process is associated with a HARQ process identifier. For UL transmission with UL grant in RAR, HARQ process identifier 0 is used. HARQ feedback is not applicable for asynchronous UL HARQ.

When TTI bundling is configured, the parameter TTI_BUNDLE_SIZE provides the number of TTIs of a TTI bundle. TTI bundling operation relies on the HARQ entity for invoking the same HARQ process for each transmission that is part of the same bundle. Within a bundle HARQ retransmissions are non-adaptive and triggered without waiting for feedback from previous transmissions according to TTI_BUNDLE_SIZE. The HARQ feedback of a bundle is only received for the last TTI of the bundle (i.e the TTI corresponding to TTI_BUNDLE_SIZE), regardless of whether a transmission in that TTI takes place or not (e.g. when a measurement gap occurs). A retransmission of a TTI bundle is also a TTI bundle. TTI bundling is not supported when the MAC entity is configured with one or more SCells with configured uplink.

Uplink HARQ operation is asynchronous for NB-IoT UEs, BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage except for the repetitions within a bundle, and in serving cells configured with pusch-EnhancementsConfig, and serving cells operating according to Frame Structure Type 3.

For serving cells configured with pusch-EnhancementsConfig, NB-IoT UEs, BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage, the parameter UL_REPETITION_NUMBER provides the number of transmission repetitions within a bundle. For each bundle, UL_REPETITION_NUMBER is set to a value provided by lower layers. Bundling operation relies on the HARQ entity for invoking the same HARQ process for each transmission that is part of the same bundle. Within a bundle HARQ retransmissions are non-adaptive and are triggered without waiting for feedback from previous transmissions according to UL_REPETITION_NUMBER. An uplink grant corresponding to a new transmission or a retransmission of the bundle is only received after the last repetition of the bundle. A retransmission of a bundle is also a bundle.

TTI bundling is not supported for RN communication with the E-UTRAN in combination with an RN subframe configuration.

For transmission of Msg3 during Random Access (see subclause 5.1.5) TTI bundling does not apply. For NB-IoT UEs, BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage, uplink repetition bundling is used for transmission of Msg3.

For each TTI, the HARQ entity shall:

-
identify the HARQ process(es) associated with this TTI, and for each identified HARQ process:

-
if an uplink grant has been indicated for this process and this TTI:

-
if the received grant was not addressed to a Temporary C-RNTI on PDCCH and if the NDI provided in the associated HARQ information has been toggled compared to the value in the previous transmission of this HARQ process; or

-
if the uplink grant was received on PDCCH for the C-RNTI and the HARQ buffer of the identified process is empty; or

-
if the uplink grant was received in a Random Access Response:

-
if there is a MAC PDU in the Msg3 buffer and the uplink grant was received in a Random Access Response:

-
if the MAC PDU in the Msg3 buffer contains the Data Volume and Power Headroom Report MAC control element:

-
the MAC entity shall update the Data Volume and Power Headroom Report MAC control element in the MAC PDU in the Msg3 buffer;

-
obtain the MAC PDU to transmit from the Msg3 buffer.

-
else if the MAC entity is configured with semiPersistSchedIntervalUL shorter than 10 subframes and if the uplink grant is a configured grant, and if the HARQ buffer of the identified HARQ process is not empty, and if HARQ_FEEDBACK of the identified HARQ process is NACK; or if the MAC entity is configured with ul-SchedInterval shorter than 10 subframes and if the uplink grant is a preallocated uplink grant, and if the HARQ buffer of the identified HARQ process is not empty, and if HARQ_FEEDBACK of the identified HARQ process is NACK:

-
instruct the identified HARQ process to generate a non-adaptive retransmission.

-
else:

-
if the UL HARQ operation is synchronous, and the uplink grant is a preallocated uplink grant, and a MAC PDU has previously been obtained from the "Multiplexing and assembly" entity during this handover attempt:

-
ignore the uplink grant;
-
else:
-
obtain the MAC PDU to transmit from the "Multiplexing and assembly" entity, if any;

-
if a MAC PDU to transmit has been obtained:
-
deliver the MAC PDU and the uplink grant and the HARQ information to the identified HARQ process;

-
instruct the identified HARQ process to trigger a new transmission.

-
else:

-
flush the HARQ buffer of the identified HARQ process.

-
else:

-
if the MAC entity is configured with skipUplinkTxSPS and if the uplink grant received on PDCCH was addressed to the Semi-Persistent Scheduling C-RNTI or to the UL Semi-Persistent Scheduling V-RNTI and if the HARQ buffer of the identified process is empty:

-
ignore the uplink grant;

-
else:

-
deliver the uplink grant and the HARQ information (redundancy version) to the identified HARQ process;

-
instruct the identified HARQ process to generate an adaptive retransmission.

-
else, if the HARQ buffer of this HARQ process is not empty:

-
instruct the identified HARQ process to generate a non-adaptive retransmission.

When determining if NDI has been toggled compared to the value in the previous transmission the MAC entity shall ignore NDI received in all uplink grants on PDCCH for its Temporary C-RNTI.

Next change

5.4.3
Multiplexing and assembly

5.4.3.1
Logical channel prioritization

The Logical Channel Prioritization procedure is applied when a new transmission is performed.

RRC controls the scheduling of uplink data by signalling for each logical channel: priority where an increasing priority value indicates a lower priority level, prioritisedBitRate which sets the Prioritized Bit Rate (PBR), bucketSizeDuration which sets the Bucket Size Duration (BSD). For NB-IoT, prioritisedBitRate, bucketSizeDuration and the corresponding steps of the Logical Channel Prioritisation procedure (i.e., Step 1 and Step 2 below) are not applicable.

The MAC entity shall maintain a variable Bj for each logical channel j. Bj shall be initialized to zero when the related logical channel is established, and incremented by the product PBR × TTI duration for each TTI, where PBR is Prioritized Bit Rate of logical channel j. However, the value of Bj can never exceed the bucket size and if the value of Bj is larger than the bucket size of logical channel j, it shall be set to the bucket size. The bucket size of a logical channel is equal to PBR × BSD, where PBR and BSD are configured by upper layers.

The MAC entity shall perform the following Logical Channel Prioritization procedure when a new transmission is performed:

-
The MAC entity shall allocate resources to the logical channels in the following steps:

-
Step 1: All the logical channels with Bj > 0 are allocated resources in a decreasing priority order. If the PBR of a logical channel is set to "infinity", the MAC entity shall allocate resources for all the data that is available for transmission on the logical channel before meeting the PBR of the lower priority logical channel(s);

-
Step 2: the MAC entity shall decrement Bj by the total size of MAC SDUs served to logical channel j in Step 1;

NOTE:
The value of Bj can be negative.

-
Step 3: if any resources remain, all the logical channels are served in a strict decreasing priority order (regardless of the value of Bj) until either the data for that logical channel or the UL grant is exhausted, whichever comes first. Logical channels configured with equal priority should be served equally.

-
The UE shall also follow the rules below during the scheduling procedures above:

-
the UE should not segment an RLC SDU (or partially transmitted SDU or retransmitted RLC PDU) if the whole SDU (or partially transmitted SDU or retransmitted RLC PDU) fits into the remaining resources of the associated MAC entity;

-
if the UE segments an RLC SDU from the logical channel, it shall maximize the size of the segment to fill the grant of the associated MAC entity as much as possible;

-
the UE should maximise the transmission of data.

-
if the MAC entity is given an UL grant size that is equal to or larger than 4 bytes while having data available for transmission, the MAC entity shall not transmit only padding BSR and/or padding (unless the UL grant size is less than 7 bytes and an AMD PDU segment needs to be transmitted);

-
for transmissions on serving cells operating according to Frame Structure Type 3, the MAC entity shall only consider logical channels for which laa-UL-Allowed has been configured.
The MAC entity shall not transmit data for a logical channel corresponding to a radio bearer that is suspended (the conditions for when a radio bearer is considered suspended are defined in TS 36.331 [8]).

If the MAC PDU includes only the MAC CE for padding BSR or periodic BSR with zero MAC SDUs and there is no aperiodic CSI requested for this TTI, as specified in TS 36.213 [2], the MAC entity shall not generate a MAC PDU for the HARQ entity in the following cases:

-
in case the MAC entity is configured with skipUplinkTxDynamic and the grant indicated to the HARQ entity was addressed to a C-RNTI; or

-
in case the MAC entity is configured with skipUplinkTxSPS and the grant indicated to the HARQ entity is a configured uplink grant;
If the grant indicated to the HARQ entity is a preallocated uplink grant, the MAC entity shall not generate a MAC PDU for the HARQ entity without a MAC SDU for DCCH logical channel.
For the Logical Channel Prioritization procedure, the MAC entity shall take into account the following relative priority in decreasing order:
-
MAC control element for C-RNTI or data from UL-CCCH;

-
MAC control element for DPR;

-
MAC control element for SPS confirmation;

-
MAC control element for BSR, with exception of BSR included for padding;

-
MAC control element for PHR, Extended PHR, or Dual Connectivity PHR;

-
MAC control element for Sidelink BSR, with exception of Sidelink BSR included for padding;

-
data from any Logical Channel, except data from UL-CCCH;

-
MAC control element for Recommended bit rate query;

-
MAC control element for BSR included for padding;

-
MAC control element for Sidelink BSR included for padding.

NOTE:
When the MAC entity is requested to transmit multiple MAC PDUs in one TTI, steps 1 to 3 and the associated rules may be applied either to each grant independently or to the sum of the capacities of the grants. Also the order in which the grants are processed is left up to UE implementation. It is up to the UE implementation to decide in which MAC PDU a MAC control element is included when MAC entity is requested to transmit multiple MAC PDUs in one TTI. When the UE is requested to generate MAC PDU(s) in two MAC entities in one TTI, it is up to UE implementation in which order the grants are processed.

5.4.3.2
Multiplexing of MAC Control Elements and MAC SDUs

The MAC entity shall multiplex MAC control elements and MAC SDUs in a MAC PDU according to subclauses 5.4.3.1 and 6.1.2.

End of changes
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