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1	Introduction
One of the most important aspects after an IAB node is deployed, is the procedure to select and camp in a parent node e.g. another IAB node or an IAB donor. This contribution exclusively looks at node selection and reselection in RRC_IDLE (other RRC_IDLE procedures are excluded). 
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
Most of the time IAB nodes will be in RRC_Connected due to the fact that they may have some users or may have to provide service to other IAB nodes. However, cell selection and reselection procedures are still important to select an initial node or to recover from failure situations. 
There are two aspects in cell selection:
1) Initial cell selection
2) Cell selection by leveraging stored information

The first procedure is used when the node does not have any previous stored information (e.g. at start-up) or cannot find a suitable cell which complies with the stored information. The second procedure is used when the node has stored information. 
In both cases, the result is that the node selects a suitable cell. A cell is considered as suitable if the following conditions are fulfilled: 1) The cell is part of either: the selected PLMN, or the registered PLMN, or a PLMN of the Equivalent PLMN list; 2) the cell selection criteria are fulfilled; 3) the cell is not barred; 4) The cell is part of at least one TA that is not part of the list of "Forbidden Tracking Areas".
The network may provide priorities for the different frequencies in system information. The network algorithms to set the priorities of these frequencies may consider the network topology and network conditions e.g. number of hops, network resources, nodes capabilities, delays, etc. 
In the example presented in Figure 1, IAB6 could potentially select IAB3 and IAB4. If the RSRP/RSPQ allow to select any of the cells, IAB6 would choose IAB4 as it has a higher priority. The network algorithms may have decided that IAB4 is more suitable node even if there are more hops to connect compared to IAB3. It could be that the IAB3 has fewer resources available or that the connection between IAB3 and IAB1 is poor so there are larger delays. 
Some companies have suggested that the number of hops should be indicated in system info and used to select one or another node. As shown in the example above, the number of hops is not sufficient to take a decision. There are many other inputs which are needed to select a suitable cell. Thus, providing the number of hops will not provide any meaningful information in isolation. 


[bookmark: _Ref527711454]Figure 1
Cell selection and reselection procedure should only consider the priorities for each of the frequencies and the RSRP/RSRQ, as specified in Release 15. Other factors (e.g. number of hops, available resources, etc) should not be considered by IAB nodes. These factors may be input in the network algorithms to decide and set the priorities. 
As discussed above, RRC_IDLE might not be a state in which IAB nodes may typically be. Since, RRC_IDLE procedures may be seldom used, having more optimized procedures for IAB nodes does not seem to be necessary. Once the IAB node is connected to the network, dedicated signalling can be used to direct the IAB node to the most suitable node if that is needed. IAB nodes are likely to spend most of their time in RRC_CONNECTED; thus, this should be the state in which optimal nodes and routes configured. 
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Conclusion
Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Cell selection and reselection in RRC_IDLE for IAB nodes (MT) is based on Rel-15 NR cell selection and reselection procedures.
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