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1. Overall Description:

RAN6 would like to thank SA2 for their LS on return from UTRAN to NG-RAN for SRVCC from 5GS to UTRAN. In the LS, SA2 asks RAN6 the possible options for the UE return to NR or E-UTRA following RRC Connection Release procedure.
For return from UTRAN to E-UTRAN, existing mechanisms as used in LTE can be reused.

For return from UTRAN to NR following RRC Connection Release procedure, RAN6 identified following solution options.

1. RRC Connection Release with Redirection

UTRAN indicates NR frequency list in RRC Connection Release message. UTRAN may derive the NR frequency list either based on neighbouring cell configuration and/or UE NR measurement (requires UE to support NR measurement in UTRAN RRC-CONNECTED and related signalling). 
This would require RRC signalling changes and RNC awareness of SRVCC type (if the UE comes from LTE or NR).

2. NR Cell Reselection (with network assistance)
UTRAN broadcasts the neighbouring NR frequencies when there is NR coverage. When UE is not in the coverage of NR and LTE after call completion, UE would first camp on UTRAN and then reselect to NR when UE goes into NR coverage. 

This requires UTRAN system information upgrade to include NR frequencies in neighbour list.
3. UE autonomous NR Cell Selection (without network assistance)
No neighbouring NR frequencies are provided by the UTRAN to the UE. When the UTRAN RRC Connection Release is received, the UE autonomously performs NR cell selection based on implementation means, e.g. based on UE locally configured NR policies/priorities (which could be defined in standard if need). If there is no NR coverage the UE could later try to find NR cells by own measurements (no NR cells will be broadcasted).
This may require RRC specification changes (e.g. define policy for UE to override the RRC release message), but would not require any RRC signalling changes.
RAN6 has not fully evaluated above options and thus not reached consensus on which option(s) to pursue and welcomes additional guidance from SA2 as appropriate.
2. Actions:

To SA2 groups
ACTION: 
TSG RAN6 kindly asks SA2 to take the above information into account and welcomes any feedback from SA2.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN6 Meetings:

TSG-RAN6 Meeting #10

12th – 16th November 2018

Spokane, USA
TSG-RAN6 Meeting #11

25th February – 1st March 2019
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