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	Reason for change:
	In LTE, there is a note in the MAC specification saying the following:
NOTE:      A Padding BSR is not allowed to cancel a triggered Regular/Periodic BSR, except for NB-IoT. A Padding BSR is triggered for a specific MAC PDU only and the trigger is cancelled when this MAC PDU has been built.

This NOTE was left out from the NR MAC spec. Some companies have been proposing to re-introduce this NOTE, while others argued that this is not needed, thanks to the CR on BSR cancellation (R2-1810800) agreed in principle in Montreal.
The most recent BSR cancellation condition (if and when the above-mentioned CR is confirmed and implemented) looks as follows:

All BSRs triggered prior to MAC PDU assembly shall be cancelled when a MAC PDU is transmitted and this PDU includes a BSR MAC CE which contains buffer status up to (and including) the last event that triggered a BSR prior to the MAC PDU assembly.

We do not want the padding BSR to cancel the regular BSR. Now, according to the agreed CR, if the “[MAC] PDU includes a BSR MAC CE which contains buffer status up to (and including) the last event that triggered a BSR prior to the MAC PDU assembly”, all BSR triggers will be cancelled. Now the key question is whether a padding BSR meets this condition for BSR trigger cancellation? In our opinion, this is reduced to whether a truncated BSR is considered to represent an up-to-date buffer status:

- If the answer is ‘yes’, then the padding BSR will indeed cancel regular BSR, and we need to fix this;

- If the answer is ‘no’, then the padding BSR will not cancel the regular BSR, but this would somehow still need to be clarified.

We think the answer to above is ‘no’. It is our view that the requirement for cancellation is about receiving the status of all LCGs (having data for transmission) when BSR is triggered. This however is not clear from the present spec.

	
	

	Summary of change:
	1. Make a change which specifies that BSRs are only cancelled if – in addition to all existing (already agreed in principle) conditions being met – the buffer status included in the MAC PDU covers all LCGs which had data available for transmission when the BSR MAC CE was built.
2. SR cancellation condition is aligned with proposed modified BSR cancellation condition.
The CR is applicable to both EN-DC and SA.
Impact analysis

Impacted functionality:

UL scheduling
Inter-operability:

1. If the network is implemented according to the CR and the UE is not, due to inherent ambiguity in existing spec, in some UE implementations the padding BSR would cancel existing regular/periodic BSRs. The network would not receive a more accurate BSR and would initially only schedule resources based on the padding BSR received, causing a mismatch resulting in delays. 
2. If the UE is implemented according to the CR but the network is not, no inter-operability issues are foreseen.

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	Lack of clarity as to whether the padding BSR is allowed to cancel regular/periodic BSR, resulting in differing UE implementations and causing scheduling delays and possibly severe mismatch between UE buffer status and what is actually reported to the network.
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<Start of modification >
5.4.4
Scheduling Request

The Scheduling Request (SR) is used for requesting UL-SCH resources for new transmission.

The MAC entity may be configured with zero, one, or more SR configurations. An SR configuration consists of a set of PUCCH resources for SR across different BWPs and cells. For a logical channel, at most one PUCCH resource for SR is configured per BWP.

Each SR configuration corresponds to one or more logical channels. Each logical channel may be mapped to zero or one SR configuration, which is configured by RRC. The SR configuration of the logical channel that triggered the BSR (subclause 5.4.5) (if such a configuration exists) is considered as corresponding SR configuration for the triggered SR.

RRC configures the following parameters for the scheduling request procedure:

-
sr-ProhibitTimer (per SR configuration);

-
sr-TransMax (per SR configuration);

-
sr-ConfigIndex.

The following UE variables are used for the scheduling request procedure:

-
SR_COUNTER (per SR configuration).

If an SR is triggered and there are no other SRs pending corresponding to the same SR configuration, the MAC entity shall set the SR_COUNTER of the corresponding SR configuration to 0.
When an SR is triggered, it shall be considered as pending until it is cancelled. All pending SR(s) triggered prior to the MAC PDU assembly shall be cancelled and each respective sr-ProhibitTimer shall be stopped when the MAC PDU is transmitted and this PDU includes a Long or Short BSR MAC CE which contains buffer status up to (and including) the last event that triggered a BSR (see subclause 5.4.5) prior to the MAC PDU assembly. All pending SR(s) shall be cancelled when the UL grant(s) can accommodate all pending data available for transmission.
Only PUCCH resources on a BWP which is active at the time of SR transmission occasion are considered valid.

As long as at least one SR is pending, the MAC entity shall for each pending SR:

1>
if the MAC entity has no valid PUCCH resource configured for the pending SR:

2>
initiate a Random Access procedure (see subclause 5.1) on the SpCell and cancel the pending SR.

1>
else, for the SR configuration corresponding to the pending SR:

2>
when the MAC entity has an SR transmission occasion on the valid PUCCH resource for SR configured; and
2>
if sr-ProhibitTimer is not running at the time of the SR transmission occasion; and

2>
if the PUCCH resource for the SR transmission occasion does not overlap with a measurement gap; and

2>
if the PUCCH resource for the SR transmission occasion does not overlap with a UL-SCH resource:

3>
if SR_COUNTER < sr-TransMax:

4>
increment SR_COUNTER by 1;

4>
instruct the physical layer to signal the SR on one valid PUCCH resource for SR;

4>
start the sr-ProhibitTimer.

3>
else:

4>
notify RRC to release PUCCH for all Serving Cells;

4>
notify RRC to release SRS for all Serving Cells;

4>
clear any configured downlink assignments and uplink grants;

4>
initiate a Random Access procedure (see subclause 5.1) on the SpCell and cancel all pending SRs.

NOTE:
The selection of which valid PUCCH resource for SR to signal SR on when the MAC entity has more than one overlapping valid PUCCH resource for the SR transmission occasion is left to UE implementation.

The MAC entity may stop, if any, ongoing Random Access procedure due to a pending SR which has no valid PUCCH resources configured, which was initiated by MAC entity prior to the MAC PDU assembly. Such a Random Access procedure may be stopped when the MAC PDU is transmitted using a UL grant other than a UL grant provided by Random Access Response, and this PDU includes a BSR MAC CE which contains buffer status up to (and including) the last event that triggered a BSR (see subclause 5.4.5) prior to the MAC PDU assembly, or when the UL grant(s) can accommodate all pending data available for transmission.

5.4.5
Buffer Status Reporting

The Buffer Status reporting (BSR) procedure is used to provide the serving gNB with information about UL data volume in the MAC entity.

RRC configures the following parameters to control the BSR:

-
periodicBSR-Timer;

-
retxBSR-Timer;

-
logicalChannelSR-DelayTimerApplied;

-
logicalChannelSR-DelayTimer;

-
logicalChannelSR-Mask;

-
logicalChannelGroup.

Each logical channel may be allocated to an LCG using the logicalChannelGroup. The maximum number of LCGs is eight.

The MAC entity determines the amount of UL data available for a logical channel according to the data volume calculation procedure in TSs 38.322 and 38.323 [3] [4].

A BSR shall be triggered if any of the following events occur:

-
the MAC entity has new UL data available for a logical channel which belongs to an LCG; and either

-
the new UL data belongs to a logical channel with higher priority than the priority of any logical channel containing available UL data which belong to any LCG; or

-
none of the logical channels which belong to an LCG contains any available UL data.


in which case the BSR is referred below to as 'Regular BSR';

-
UL resources are allocated and number of padding bits is equal to or larger than the size of the Buffer Status Report MAC CE plus its subheader, in which case the BSR is referred below to as 'Padding BSR';

-
retxBSR-Timer expires, and at least one of the logical channels which belong to an LCG contains UL data, in which case the BSR is referred below to as 'Regular BSR';

-
periodicBSR-Timer expires, in which case the BSR is referred below to as 'Periodic BSR'.

For Regular BSR, the MAC entity shall:

1>
if the BSR is triggered for a logical channel for which logicalChannelSR-DelayTimerApplied is configured by upper layers:

2>
start or restart the logicalChannelSR-DelayTimer.

1>
else:

2>
if running, stop the logicalChannelSR-DelayTimer.

For Regular and Periodic BSR, the MAC entity shall:

1>
if more than one LCG has data available for transmission when the MAC PDU containing the BSR is to be built:

2>
report Long BSR for all LCGs which have data available for transmission.

1>
else:

2>
report Short BSR.

For Padding BSR:

1>
if the number of padding bits is equal to or larger than the size of the Short BSR plus its subheader but smaller than the size of the Long BSR plus its subheader:

2>
if more than one LCG has data available for transmission when the BSR is to be built:
3>
if the number of padding bits is equal to the size of the Short BSR plus its subheader:

4>
report Short Truncated BSR of the LCG with the highest priority logical channel with data available for transmission.

3>
else:

4>
report Long Truncated BSR of the LCG(s) with the logical channels having data available for transmission following a decreasing order of priority, and in case of equal priority, in increasing order of LCGID.

2>
else:

3>
report Short BSR.

1>
else if the number of padding bits is equal to or larger than the size of the Long BSR plus its subheader:

2>
report Long BSR for all LCGs which have data available for transmission.

For BSR triggered by retxBSR-Timer expiry, the MAC entity considers that the logical channel that triggered the BSR is the highest priority logical channel that has data available for transmission at the time the BSR is triggered.

The MAC entity shall:

1>
if the Buffer Status reporting procedure determines that at least one BSR has been triggered and not cancelled:

2>
if UL-SCH resources are available for a new transmission:

3>
instruct the Multiplexing and Assembly procedure to generate the BSR MAC CE(s);

3>
start or restart periodicBSR-Timer except when all the generated BSRs are long or short Truncated BSRs;

3>
start or restart retxBSR-Timer.

2>
if a Regular BSR has been triggered and logicalChannelSR-DelayTimer is not running:

3>
if there is no UL-SCH resource available for a new transmission; or

3>
if the MAC entity is configured with configured uplink grant(s) and the Regular BSR was not triggered for a logical channel for which logical channel SR masking (logicalChannelSR-Mask) is setup by upper layers; or

3>
if the UL-SCH resources available for a new transmission do not meet the LCP mapping restrictions (see subclause 5.4.3.1) configured for the logical channel(s) that triggered the BSR(s):

4>
trigger a Scheduling Request.
A MAC PDU shall contain at most one BSR MAC CE, even when multiple events have triggered a BSR. The Regular BSR and the Periodic BSR shall have precedence over the padding BSR.

The MAC entity shall restart retxBSR-Timer upon reception of a grant for transmission of new data on any UL-SCH.

All triggered BSRs may be cancelled when the UL grant(s) can accommodate all pending data available for transmission but is not sufficient to additionally accommodate the BSR MAC CE plus its subheader. All BSRs triggered prior to MAC PDU assembly shall be cancelled when a MAC PDU is transmitted and this PDU includes a Long or Short BSR MAC CE which contains buffer status up to (and including) the last event that triggered a BSR prior to the MAC PDU assembly.

NOTE:
MAC PDU assembly can happen at any point in time between uplink grant reception and actual transmission of the corresponding MAC PDU. BSR and SR can be triggered after the assembly of a MAC PDU which contains a BSR MAC CE, but before the transmission of this MAC PDU. In addition, BSR and SR can be triggered during MAC PDU assembly. 
<End of modification >
