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1 Introduction

RAN plenary #80 meeting [1] agreed to further study the Option 4/7 and NR-NR DC in Rel-15 late drop. In this contribution, we provide our view on the impact of RLC specification by Rel-15 late drop.

2 Discussion

In RAN plenary #80 meeting [1], it has been agreed to further study on the NE-DC option 4, NGEN-DC option7, and NR-NR DC in Rel-15 late drop. In EN-DC Option 3 and Option 2 architecture, each bear type including MCG, SCG bearer, and split bearer configures its own RLC entity, which operates independently. The current RLC specification has already well defined various procedure to support different bearer operations. The basic RLC procedure is summarized in the following table.
	Procedure
	Purpose
	MR-DC/NR-NR DC support

	RLC entity handling
	RLC entity establishment, re-establishment, release
	No changes

	TM data transfer
	Transmit or receive in RLC TM mode
	No changes

	UM data transfer
	Transmit or receive in RLC UM mode
	No changes

	AM data transfer
	Transmit or receive in RLC AM mode
	No changes

	ARQ procedure
	Retransmission, Polling, Status reporting (only for AM data transfer)
	No changes

	SDU discard
	Tx side discard of a particular RLC SDU based on indication from PDCP (only for UM and AM data transfer)
	No changes

	Data volume calculation
	Support buffer status reporting in MAC
	No changes


Observation 1: Current RLC procedures already support different bearer operations for Option 3/2.

On the other hand, all bearer types including MCG bearer, SCG bearer and split bearer will be still supported for Option 4/7 and NR-NR DC, and there are no further bearer operations required.

Observation 2: There are no further bearer operations required to support Option 4/7 and NR-NR DC.
Therefore, we have the following proposal.

Proposal: The existing RLC specification can be used as baseline for the Rel-15 late-drop and no new proposals specific to Option 4/7 and NR-NR DC needs to be discussed.
3 Summary
Based on the above discussions, we recommend RAN2 to discusses the following proposal:

Observation 1: Current RLC procedures already support different bearer operations for Option 3/2.

Observation 2: There are no further bearer operations required to support Option 4/7 and NR-NR DC.
Proposal: The existing RLC specification can be used as baseline for the Rel-15 late-drop and no new proposals specific to Option 4/7 and NR-NR DC needs to be discussed.
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