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1   Introduction
In RAN3#100, to support RNAU without context relocation in some scenarios, it was agreed that:

· A RRC container (carrying the RRC Release message as an octet string) is added as an optional element to the failure message (from the last serving gNB to the gNB that initiated the procedure).  

· The new target gNB should transparently forward the content of this container to the UE.
In this paper, we will consider the protection of the RRC Release in the container generated by the last serving gNB.
2   Discussion
Based on the aforesaid agreement, it was agreed that RNAU without UE context relocation will be supported in NR. Consequently, the anchor (last serving) gNB remains unchanged in case of RNAU in some scenarios. From the network perspective, the UE seems to be served by the anchor gNB all the time. The AMF is unable to know the real case and also considers that the UE is still within the serving coverage of the anchor gNB. There is no requirement to vertically update the KgNB key based on new {NH, NCC} for both anchor gNB and AMF in case of RNAU without UE context relocation.

Proposal 1: No PATH SWITCH procedure is triggered for RNAU without UE context relocation.

In the above scheme, the anchor gNB cannot obtain new pair of {NH, NCC}. When the anchor gNB decides not to relocate INACTIVE UE context and reconfigures INACTIVE UE into INACTIVE, it can provide the old NCC in the generated MSG4. For next resume request, triggered by RNAU or other causes, the UE can derive the new KgNB* key horizontally by comparing the received NCC and the stored one. If the anchor gNB does not relocate INACTIVE UE context for RNAU for continuous times, there will be multiple horizontal KgNB* key derivations with the same value of NCC. 
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Fig.1 KgNB* key derivation for RNAU without context relocation

Observation: The KgNB* key may be derived horizontally multiple times in case of RNAU without UE context relocation.

It is necessary to check whether this kind of multiple horizontal key derivation can meet the security requirement in SA3.

Proposal 2: Send LS to SA3 to check whether multiple horizontal KgNB* key derivations is acceptable.
3   Conclusion
In this paper, we discuss the potential issues for key derivation in case of RNAU without context relocation. We have the following observation and proposals:
Proposal 1: No PATH SWITCH procedure is triggered for RNAU without UE context relocation.

Observation: The KgNB* key may be derived horizontally multiple times in case of RNAU without UE context relocation.

Proposal 2: Send LS to SA3 to check whether multiple horizontal KgNB* key derivations is acceptable.
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