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5
Physical Layer for E-UTRA

Downlink and uplink transmissions are organized into radio frames with 10 ms duration. Three radio frame structures are supported:

-
Type 1, applicable to FDD;

-
Type 2, applicable to TDD;

-
Type 3, applicable to LAA secondary cell operation only.

Frame structure Type 1 is illustrated in Figure 5.1-1. Each 10 ms radio frame is divided into ten equally sized sub-frames. Each sub-frame consists of two equally sized slots. For FDD, 10 subframes are available for downlink transmission and 10 subframes are available for uplink transmissions in each 10 ms interval. Uplink and downlink transmissions are separated in the frequency domain.
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Figure 5.1-1: Frame structure type 1

Frame structure Type 2 is illustrated in Figure 5.1-2. Each 10 ms radio frame consists of two half-frames of 5 ms each. Each half-frame consists of eight slots of length 0.5 ms and three special fields: DwPTS, GP and UpPTS. The length of DwPTS and UpPTS is configurable subject to the total length of DwPTS, GP and UpPTS being equal to 1ms. Both 5ms and 10ms switch-point periodicity are supported. Subframe 1 in all configurations and subframe 6 in configuration with 5ms switch-point periodicity consist of DwPTS, GP and UpPTS. Subframe 6 in configuration with 10ms switch-point periodicity consists of DwPTS only. All other subframes consist of two equally sized slots.

For TDD, GP is reserved for downlink to uplink transition. Other Subframes/Fields are assigned for either downlink or uplink transmission. Uplink and downlink transmissions are separated in the time domain.
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Figure 5.1-2: Frame structure type 2 (for 5ms switch-point periodicity)

Table 5.1-1: Uplink-downlink allocations.

	Configuration
	Switch-point periodicity
	Subframe number

	
	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	0
	5 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	U
	D
	S
	U
	U
	U

	1
	5 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	D
	D
	S
	U
	U
	D

	2
	5 ms
	D
	S
	U
	D
	D
	D
	S
	U
	D
	D

	3
	10 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	4
	10 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	5
	10 ms
	D
	S
	U
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D
	D

	6
	5 ms
	D
	S
	U
	U
	U
	D
	S
	U
	U
	D


Frame structure Type 3 is applicable to LAA secondary cell operation with normal cyclic prefix only. Each 10 ms radio frame is divided into ten equally sized sub-frames. Each sub-frame consists of two equally sized slots. The 10 subframes within a radio frame are available for downlink or uplink transmissions.

Sidelink transmissions are defined for sidelink discovery, sidelink communication and V2X sidelink communication between UEs. The sidelink transmissions use the same frame structure as the frame structure that is defined for uplink and downlink when UEs are in network coverage; however, the sidelink transmission are restricted to a sub-set of the uplink resources in time and frequency domain.

For FDD NB-IoT, the frame structure is described in Sections 5.1.1a and 5.2.1a.

The physical channels of E-UTRA are:

Physical broadcast channel (PBCH)

-
The coded BCH transport block is mapped to four subframes within a 40 ms interval;

-
40 ms timing is blindly detected, i.e. there is no explicit signalling indicating 40 ms timing;

-
Each subframe is assumed to be self-decodable, i.e. the BCH can be decoded from a single reception, assuming sufficiently good channel conditions.

Physical control format indicator channel (PCFICH)

-
Informs the UE and the RN about the number of OFDM symbols used for the PDCCHs;

-
Transmitted in every downlink or special subframe.

Physical downlink control channel (PDCCH)

-
Informs the UE and the RN about the resource allocation of PCH and DL-SCH, and Hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;

-
Carries the uplink scheduling grant;

-
Carries the sidelink scheduling grant.

Enhanced physical downlink control channel (EPDCCH)

-
Informs the UE about the resource allocation of DL-SCH, and Hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;

-
Carries the uplink scheduling grant;

-
Carries the sidelink scheduling grant.

MTC physical downlink control channel (MPDCCH)

-
Informs the UE about the resource allocation of DL-SCH, and Hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;

-
Carries Hybrid ARQ ACK in response to uplink transmissions.

-
Carries the uplink scheduling grant;

-
Carries the direct indication information.

Physical Hybrid ARQ Indicator Channel (PHICH)

-
Carries Hybrid ARQ ACK/NAKs in response to uplink transmissions.

Physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH)

-
Carries the DL-SCH and PCH.

Physical multicast channel (PMCH)

-
Carries the MCH.

Physical uplink control channel (PUCCH)

-
Carries Hybrid ARQ ACK/NAKs in response to downlink transmission;

-
Carries Scheduling Request (SR);

-
Carries CSI reports.

Physical uplink shared channel (PUSCH)

-
Carries the UL-SCH.

Physical random access channel (PRACH)

-
Carries the random access preamble.

Relay physical downlink control channel (R-PDCCH)

-
Informs the RN about the resource allocation of DL-SCH, and Hybrid ARQ information related to DL-SCH;

-
Carries the uplink scheduling grant.

Physical sidelink broadcast channel (PSBCH)

-
Carries system and synchronization related information, transmitted from the UE.

Physical sidelink discovery channel (PSDCH)

-
Carries sidelink discovery message from the UE.

Physical sidelink control channel (PSCCH)

-
Carries control from a UE for sidelink communication and V2X sidelink communication.

Physical sidelink shared channel (PSSCH)

-
Carries data from a UE for sidelink communication and V2X sidelink communication.
Narrowband Physical broadcast channel (NPBCH)

-
The coded BCH transport block is mapped to sixty four subframes within a 640 ms interval;

-
640 ms timing is blindly detected, i.e. there is no explicit signalling indicating 640 ms timing.
Narrowband Physical downlink shared channel (NPDSCH)
-
Carries the DL-SCH and PCH for NB-IoT UEs.

Narrowband Physical downlink control channel (NPDCCH)

-
Informs the NB-IoT UE about the resource allocation of PCH and DL-SCH;

-
Carries the uplink scheduling grant for the NB-IoT UE;

-
Carries the direct indication information.

Narrowband Physical uplink shared channel (NPUSCH)

-
Carries the UL-SCH and Hybrid ARQ ACK/NAKs in response to downlink transmission for the NB-IoT UE.

Narrowband Physical random access channel (NPRACH)

-
Carries the random access preamble for the NB-IoT UE.

	Next change


5.1.4
Downlink Reference signal and synchronization signals

The downlink cell-specific reference signals consist of known reference symbols inserted in the first and third last OFDM symbol of each slot for antenna port 0 and 1. There is one cell-specific reference signal transmitted per downlink antenna port. The number of downlink antenna ports for the transmission of cell-specific reference signals equals 1, 2, or 4.

Physical layer provides 504 unique cell identities using Synchronization signals and resynchronization signals.

The downlink MBSFN reference signals consist of known reference symbols inserted every other sub-carrier in the 3rd, 7th and 11th OFDM symbol of sub-frame in case of 15kHz sub-carrier spacing and extended cyclic prefix; every four subcarriers in the 2nd, 4th and 6th symbol of sub-frame in case of 7.5kHz sub-carrier spacing; and every six subcarriers in the single symbol of subframe in case of 1.25kHz sub-carrier spacing.

In addition to cell-specific reference signals and MBSFN reference signals, the physical layer supports UE-specific reference signals, positioning reference signals, CSI reference signals, and discovery signals.
A UE may assume presence of the discovery signals consisting of cell-specific reference signals, primary and secondary synchronization signals, configurable resynchronization signals, and configurable CSI reference signals.

	Next change


5.1.7.3
Cell search

Cell search is the procedure by which a UE acquires time and frequency synchronization with a cell and detects the Cell ID of that cell. E-UTRA cell search supports a scalable overall transmission bandwidth corresponding to 72 sub-carriers and upwards.

E-UTRA cell search is based on following signals transmitted in the downlink: the primary and secondary synchronization signals. If a resynchronization signal is transmitted in the downlink, it can be used to re-acquire time and frequency synchronization with the cell.
The primary and secondary synchronization signals are transmitted over the centre 72 sub-carriers in the first and sixth subframe of each frame. The resynchronization signals are transmitted over 2 consecutive PRBs. The time and frequency positions of the resynchronization signal (if transmitted) are configurable.
	Next change


9.1
HARQ principles

The HARQ within the MAC sublayer has the following characteristics:

-
HARQ transmits and retransmits transport blocks;

-
In the downlink:

-
N-process Stop-And-Wait;

-
Asynchronous adaptive HARQ;

-
Uplink ACK/NAKs in response to downlink (re)transmissions are sent on PUCCH or PUSCH (except for NB-IoT);
-
For BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage, uplink ACK/NAKs are sent in response to transmission bundles;

-
For NB-IoT, Uplink ACK/NAKs in response to downlink (re)transmissions are sent on NPUSCH;
-
PDCCH, MPDCCH or NPDCCH signals the HARQ process identifier (except for NB-IoT when only one HARQ process is configured) and if it is a transmission or retransmission;

-
Retransmissions are always scheduled through PDCCH, MPDCCH or NPDCCH.

-
In the uplink:

-
N-process Stop-And-Wait;

-
Synchronous HARQ (except for NB-IoT, BL UEs, UEs in enhanced coverage, SCells configured with uplink LAA and PUSCH enhancement mode);

-
Asynchronous adaptive HARQ for NB-IoT, BL UEs, UEs in enhanced coverage, for SCells configured with uplink LAA or PUSCH enhancement mode;

-
Maximum number of retransmissions configured per UE (as opposed to per radio bearer) for synchronous HARQ;
-
For asynchronous adaptive HARQ, HARQ process identifier is either signalled by PDCCH, MPDCCH or NPDCCH, except for NB-IoT when only one HARQ process is configured the HARQ process identifier is fixed (see subclause 5.4.2.1 in [13]).
-
Downlink ACK/NAKs in response to uplink (re)transmissions are sent on PHICH except for asynchronous adaptive HARQ;
-
HARQ operation in uplink is governed by the following principles (summarized in Table 9.1-1) except for asynchronous adaptive HARQ:

1)
Regardless of the content of the HARQ feedback (ACK or NACK), when a PDCCH for the UE is correctly received, the UE follows what the PDCCH asks the UE to do i.e. perform a transmission or a retransmission (referred to as adaptive retransmission);

2)
When no PDCCH addressed to the C-RNTI of the UE is detected, the HARQ feedback dictates how the UE performs retransmissions:

-
NACK: the UE performs a non-adaptive retransmission i.e. a retransmission on the same uplink resource as previously used by the same process;

-
ACK: the UE does not perform any UL (re)transmission and keeps the data in the HARQ buffer. A PDCCH is then required to perform a retransmission i.e. a non-adaptive retransmission cannot follow.

-
For asynchronous adaptive HARQ, HARQ feedback is not sent, except for BL UEs and UEs in enhanced coverage. The UE follows what the PDCCH, MPDCCH or NPDCCH asks the UE to do i.e. perform a transmission or a retransmission. For BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage, downlink ACK in response to uplink (re)transmissions may be sent in the DCI with C-RNTI or SPS C-RNTI scheduling MPDCCH.
-
In the sidelink:

-
No HARQ feedback;

-
Retransmissions are always performed in a pre-defined/ configured number.

-
Measurement gaps and sidelink discovery transmission during a sidelink discovery gap for transmission are of higher priority than HARQ retransmissions: whenever an HARQ retransmission collides with a measurement gap or sidelink discovery transmission during a sideink discovery gap for transmission, the HARQ retransmission does not take place.

Table 9.1-1: UL synchronous HARQ Operation

	HARQ feedback seen by the UE
	PDCCH
seen by the UE
	UE behaviour

	ACK or NACK
	New Transmission
	New transmission according to PDCCH

	ACK or NACK
	Retransmission
	Retransmission according to PDCCH (adaptive retransmission)

	ACK
	None
	No (re)transmission, keep data in HARQ buffer and a PDDCH is required to resume retransmissions

	NACK
	None
	Non-adaptive retransmission
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10.1.4
Paging and C-plane establishment

Paging groups (where multiple UEs can be addressed) are used on PDCCH:

-
Precise UE identity is found on PCH;

-
DRX configurable via BCCH and NAS, for NB-IoT DRX configurable via BCCH only;

-
Only one subframe allocated per paging interval per UE;

-
The network may divide UEs to different paging occasions in time;

-
There is no grouping within paging occasion;

-
One paging RNTI for PCH.

When extended DRX (eDRX) is used in idle mode, the following are applicable:

-
The DRX cycle is extended up to and beyond 10.24s in idle mode, with a maximum value of 2621.44 seconds (43.69 minutes); For NB-IoT, the maximum value of the DRX cycle is 10485.76 seconds (2.91 hours);
-
The hyper SFN (H-SFN) is broadcast by the cell and increments by one when the SFN wraps around;

-
Paging Hyperframe (PH) refers to the H-SFN in which the UE starts monitoring paging DRX during a Paging Time Window (PTW) used in ECM-IDLE. The PH is determined based on a formula that is known by the MME, UE and eNB as a function of eDRX cycle and UE identity;

-
During the PTW, the UE monitors paging for the duration of the PTW (as configured by NAS) or until a paging message is including the UE's NAS identity received for the UE, whichever is earlier. The possible starting offsets for the PTW are uniformly distributed within the PH and defined in TS 36.304 [11];

-
MME uses the formulas defined in TS 36.304 [11] to determine the PH as well as the beginning of the PTW and sends the S1 paging request just before the occurrence of the start of PTW or during PTW to avoid storing paging messages in the eNB;

-
ETWS, CMAS, PWS requirement may not be met when a UE is in eDRX. For EAB, if the UE supports SIB14, when in extended DRX, it acquires SIB14 before establishing the RRC connection;

-
When the eDRX cycle is longer than the system information modification period, the UE verifies that stored system information remains valid before establishing an RRC connection. Paging message can be used for system information change notification, when including systemInfoModification-eDRX, for a UE configured with eDRX cycle longer than the system information modification period.
BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage can use WUS, when configured in the cell, to reduce the power consumption related to paging monitoring.

When WUS is used in idle mode, the following are applicable:
-
The WUS is used to indicate that the UE shall monitor MPDCCH or NPDCCH to receive paging in that cell;

-
For a UE not configured with extended DRX, the WUS is associated to one paging occasion (N = 1);

-
For a UE configured with extended DRX, the WUS can be associated to one or multiple paging occasion(s) (N ≥ 1) in a PTW;

-
If UE detects the WUS, the UE shall monitor the following N paging occasions unless it has received a paging message;

-
The paging operation in the MME is not aware of the use of the WUS in the eNB.

The timing between WUS and the paging occasion (PO) is illustrated in Figure 10.1.4-x. The UE can expect WUS repetitions during "Configured maximum WUS duration" but the actual WUS transmission can be shorter, e.g. for UE in good coverage. The UE does not monitor WUS during the non-zero "Gap".
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Figure 10.1.4-x: Illustration of WUS timing  

For NB-IoT, UE in RRC_IDLE receives paging on the anchor carrier or on a non anchor carrier based on system information.
	End of changes
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