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1. Overall Description:

RAN2 has discussed RRC connection release triggered by the AS Release Assistance Indicator (AS RAI), as specified in TS 36.321 section 5.4.5. 
RAN2 confirms the understanding of SA2 that in case of RRC connection release triggered by the AS Release Assistance Indicator, the pending DL may not be delivered to the UE before the UE’s RRC connection is released. And RAN2 also confirms that this can be avoided if the eNB sends a UE Context Release Request to the MME and waits for the response from the MME (e.g. UE Context Release Command) before releasing the UE's RRC connection based on the RAI in AS.
According to the RAN specifications, the MME should trigger the release of the S1 connection upon receiving the UE Context Release Request from the eNB, but it is not forbidden and not specified for the MME to transmit the pending DL data or DL signalling before that. 
RAN2 would like to confirm with SA2 the MME behaviour in case of S1 UE context release request / S1 UE context suspend request when there is pending DL data/signalling in the MME and whether this is requires some specification change.
2. Actions:

To SA2
ACTION: RAN2 kindly ask SA2 to take above into consideration. 
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