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1. Introduction
In this document we propose to define a UE capability for inter-RAT/system handover from NR standalone to EN-DC.
2. Discussion
We observe the following difficulties from the UE point of view in supporting inter-RAT/system handover from NR standalone to EN-DC.

1. NR role change

NR protocol stack changes the role from “master with 5GC connection” to “secondary with EPC connection”.

2. Failure handling

NR protocol stack must sustain the aforementioned “master” role and “secondary” role during inter-RAT/system handover because it needs to role back to the source configuration in case of handover failure. Note that we do not have the same level of complexity in case of EN-DC to NR standalone handover because the source SCG configuration is not kept after handover failure.
3. Limited IOT opportunities
The feature does not seem to be considered essential for the very initial stage of NR standalone deployments.
We therefore propose to define a UE capability for inter-RAT/system handover from NR standalone to EN-DC.
3. Conclusion
In this document we proposed to define a UE capability for inter-RAT/system handover from NR standalone to EN-DC, considering the identified difficulties associated with the feature.
Proposal:
Define a UE capability for inter-RAT/system handover from NR standalone to EN-DC.
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